
 
 

Second Semester Elementary Spanish 
Spring 2020 

 
Instructor:  
Email: 
Office:  
Office Hours:  
             
  And by appointment. 
            
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This course is designed for students who have successfully completed Span 101 or equivalent. 
Students will learn the fundamentals of the language and gain communicative competency in the 
four skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. In doing so, students will also foster respect 
for cultural differences as well as foment a new appreciation for similarities. Class will be 
conducted predominantly in Spanish. For more information regarding the value of Spanish today, 
the third most-spoken language in the world, please visit: 
www.citadel.edu/mlng/whyspanish.htm

COURSE GOALS: 
• To equip students with basic, practical communication skills that will enhance their 

professional and personal lives and provide them with an invaluable asset in an ever 
growing global economy. 

 
• To introduce to various aspects of the Hispanic culture through dialogues, readings, and 

audiovisual materials. 
 

• To communicate in various real-life situations through emphasizing in the ultimate goal 
of actual language production. 

 
 
By the end of the semester you will:  
 

• Be able to talk about yourself, your family, and your life in general.  
• Be able to communicate at a basic level in the target language.  
• Be more versed about the cultural and linguistic diversity of the Hispanic world.  

 

 



 
 

Why Spanish?   

How do you plan on using Spanish in your personal and professional lives?

COURSE READINGS/MATERIALS: 

Required Text: Aventuras 5th Edition, 2018   

• Students must bring their textbook to class everyday.   
• E-books are not allowed in the classroom.  
• We strongly ask that students refrain from bringing laptops and Ipads to class.                       

             

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS FOR COURSE: 
Required Online Workbook: www.vhlcentral.com  
 

*Problems with the website or problems submitting an assignment should be addressed 
with the technical support and not with the professor.

 

COURSE POLICIES 
The policies that guide this class are rooted in an expectation of RESPECT. Our classroom is an 
experimental space: we’re all learning, and this requires that we ask questions, try out new ideas, 
take risks, FAIL, and come to new insights individually and together. You are encouraged to 
experiment with your ideas and with new the language and culture you are learning as part of our 
growth. You are expected, also, to practice patience, attention, and respect towards your 
classmates and your professor. 

Preparation & Participation (15%)  

Preparation: Each class will cover new material. Students are expected to complete the assigned 
homework (i.e. assigned homework, quizzes, textbook activities, etc…) both before and after 
class. The purpose is twofold: students will come prepared and will further reinforce what they 
learned in class later on their own. Absolutely no late work accepted! Students must bring the 
required textbook and a notebook to class every day. No exceptions.  

Participation: Participation is a component to pass this class. You are expected to use the 
Spanish language in every class. The more you participate the more you will learn and the better 
grade you will get (note that 15% of your final grade comes from in-class participation). See 
attach rubric on participation grades at the end of this syllabus.  

 



 

 
 

Attendance, Tardiness, and Class Disruptions: As per Class Attendance Policy to be found in 
The Citadel catalog (page 28), attendance is required to pass this class. Also as per college 
policy, nine or more absences will result in an automatic F in the class. Tardiness will not be 
tolerated, neither will be leaving class early, nor class disruptions of any type, which include 
bathroom breaks. 

 
 
Online Homework (20%)  (www.vhlcentral.com)
Homework will be assigned on a daily basis. It is your responsibility to check the website every 
day and to make sure that your homework is properly submitted. Be mindful of deadlines, no late 
work will be accepted. Problems with the website or problems submitting an assignment should 
be addressed with the VISTA technical support and not with the professor.  
 
Composition (10%)  
The student will write one in-class composition in Spanish on a topic related to material covered 
in class. Your instructor will provide you with further guidelines.  
 
Oral Exam (10%)  
There will be an oral exam towards the end of the semester. The topics you will be asked to 
discuss will also be related to the material covered in class. It will last approximately 10 minutes.  
Your instructor will provide you with further guidelines.  
 
Exams (30%)  
There will be three in-class exams administered during the semester to assess the student's 
progress. Check calendar for specific dates. No make-up exams; exceptions may be made only 
for absences related to academic and intercollegiate activities or health reasons providing 
students submit official written justifications.  

Final Exam (15%) The day, time, and room for the final exam is stated in your calendar. There 
are absolutely no make-ups. Travel arrangements are never exceptions to not take the final exam 
on the assigned date.  

*Because this is an immersion course, ALL required assignments produced and submitted 
by students must be in the target language, Spanish* 

*The use of online translation programs is strictly prohibited  
and will result in an F in the class* 

Academic Integrity 
Academic honesty is a sine-qua-non requirement to pass this class, which means that I expect all 
of your submitted work to have come from your brain and your hand. If you’ve submitted the 
work of someone else, in whole or in part and without proper citation, I will not accept the 
assignment. Plagiarism represents a serious breach of trust and can carry severe consequences, 
including disciplinary action.  



 

 
 

SUPPORT SERVICES: 
Extra Help: If you feel you need extra help, you are encouraged to go to your professors’ office hours 
and/or seek help at the Academic Support Center (Thompson Hall). They are very nice, professional and 
efficient. It is for FREE!!!!! 
 
 
 

Assignments % Grade 
Participation & Attendance 15% 
Composition 10% 
Oral Exam  10% 
Online Homework  20% 
Chapter Exams (3) 30% 
Final Exam 15% 

What I expect from the students: 
 

 
 

• Students must refrain from using their cellphones or any other devices—including smart 
watches—that will keep them from being engaged in the classroom.  

• Students should expect to spend 2-3 hours per week on this class.  
• Students are expected to maintain a working backup plan to be implemented in the event 

of a computer malfunction or an interruption of their normal Internet service.

ACCOMODATIONS: 
The Citadel will make accommodations for students with documented disabilities. If you know 
you have a documented disability, let your professor know so you can come up with a plan along 
with the Student Success Center.  
 
ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT: 
All students pledge to uphold the honor of their institution through personal honesty and 
integrity. They are expected to do their own work at all times.  Academic dishonesty includes, 
but is not limited to, cheating on an examination, quiz or other written assignment, and 
plagiarism (borrowing another’s ideas or words without proper documentation).  Students found 
guilty of academic dishonesty will receive an “F” in the course and will be reported to university 
officials. Consultation and collaboration with translation services of any type—online or in 
person, paid or free, electronic or living—is expressly prohibited, as this is a form of plagiarism.  
Please refer to the Student Handbook on The Citadel website. Again, the use of electronic 
translators and/or translation websites is absolutely forbidden. 
 



 

 

TITLE IX PROTECTION:  
The Citadel have clearly stated in BOR Policy that discrimination, harassment and violence will 
not be tolerated on The Citadel If you believe you  are experiencing discrimination or any form 
of harassment including sexual harassment/misconduct/assault, you are encouraged to report that 
behavior.  If you report to a faculty member or any university employee, they must notify the 
UAF Title IX Coordinator about the basic facts of the incident. 
 

I look forward to working with you this semester. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Evaluation Criteria for Class Participation 

Outstanding = 90-100 (A)   The student: 
• Never falls sleep during class.  
• is well prepared for class, arriving with significant mastery of newly studied material 
• is consistent, enthusiastic about learning, and always has a positive impact on class atmosphere 
• participates actively in Spanish in all aspects of classroom activities, including volunteering to answer questions, 

sharing ideas, and responding to classmates’ ideas  
• contributes actively during small-group activities; shows leadership and is crucial to getting the given tasks 

accomplished; listens attentively when others speak 
• successfully achieves the objectives of each lesson 
• is always on task and uses practice time wisely 
• does not revert to use of English to ask questions or after completing group activities; develops ideas in group 

activities and relates them to other topics or elaborates on topics to maximize use of Spanish if his/her group 
finishes before others in the class 

 
Very good = 80-89 (B)   The student: 
• is well prepared for class, and is often able to actively use new material 
• shows a positive attitude toward learning and has a positive impact on class atmosphere 
• participates regularly in Spanish including asking questions and initiating conversations with instructor and/or 

classmates; volunteers and shares ideas regularly 
• contributes positively during small-group activities and is a valued team member; listens when others speak 
• makes a concerted effort to achieve the objectives of each lesson 
• stays mostly on task and uses practice time wisely 
• does not easily revert to use of English in small-group activities or after finishing assigned tasks 

 
Satisfactory = 70-79 (C)   The student: 
• is somewhat prepared for class, though sometimes not able to apply new material 
• seems somewhat indifferent toward learning or is often distracted during class activities, thus does not positively 

impact class atmosphere on a regular basis 
• shows more passive than active participation; sometimes contributes and is at least aware of what is going on, but 

mostly just answers instructor’s questions when called upon  
• sometimes contributes during small-group activities; usually listens when others speak 
• makes an effort to achieve lesson objectives, although there is room for improvement 
• could stay more focused; and could make better use of practice time  
• resorts too easily to English to ask questions or to converse with classmates after finishing small-group activities 

 
Improvement Needed = 69 and below (D, F)   The student: 
• is not well prepared for class, and often is not able to apply new material 
• shows a negative attitude toward learning or is completely inattentive during class activities; is disrespectful to 

instructor or to classmates; talks out of turn or about unrelated topics; has a negative impact on class atmosphere for 
any number of reasons 

• is a passive or a non-participant in class activities; is barely engaged and depends on others to carry the load 
• rarely contributes during small-group activities; often does not listen when others speak 
• makes little or no effort toward achieving lesson objectives; there is significant room for improvement 
• is easily distracted and off-task; often wastes practice time  
• lapses into English frequently to ask questions of instructor or to converse with classmates; rarely speaks Spanish 
• sleeps a lot in class.  

 


