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Strand Classes being offered Fall 2021 
 

Technology & Innovation Strand 
 

ELES 301-02 TR 0800-0915 
(CRN 15378) 
ELES 301-03 TR 0930-1045 
(CRN 15379) 

ELES 301-02 & 03, “Small Business Management & Entrepreneurship,” Dr Gray  
 
Description coming soon!!!!!! 
 

ENGS 301-01 MWF 0900-0950 
(CRN 14879) 
ENGS 301-02 MWF 1000-1050 
(CRN 14880) 

ENGS 301-01 & 02, “The Future Now,” Dr Livingston 
 
Description coming soon!!!!!! 
 
 

HISS 301-01 MWF 0900-0950 
(CRN 14957) 
HISS 301-02 MWF 1000-1050 
(CRN 14975) 

HISS 301-01 & 02, “The Gun & the Press,” Dr Boughan 
 
Description coming soon!!!!!! 
 

NTSS 301-01 MWF 1000-1050 
(CRN 15011) 

NTSS 301-01 
 
Additional course information coming soon!!!!!! 
 

SCSS 301-02 MWF 1300-1350 
(CRN 15472) 
SCSS 301-03 MWF 1400-1450 
(CRN 15473) 

SCSS 301-02 & 03, “Democracy & Technology,” Dr Collins 
 
Description coming soon!!!!!! 
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Conflict Strand 
 

ENGS 302-01 MWF 1000-1050 
(CRN 14881) 

ENGS 302-01 “Guts and Glory: The Legacy of the Ancient Greek Warrior in 
Literature and Film,” Dr Pilhuj 
 
Hercules. Achilles. Odysseus. Leonidas. We all know the names of these 
ancient heroes, and many of us know their stories. But, why thousands of 
years later and thousands of miles away from Greece, do we still talk about 
these men? This class will examine ancient writings about these men, 
consider them in the context of their time and culture, and then look at their 
modern film and literature adaptations. We will read about ancient gods, 
goddesses, and the trials of Hercules before considering Disney’s version. 
Excerpts from The Iliad will be discussed before we compare how the story 
appears in comic books and the film Troy starring Brad Pitt. After reading 
parts of The Odyssey, the class will then consider how this wily leader appears 
in other comic books and in the American South in the film O Brother, Where 
Art Thou? Finally, we will learn about the Spartan stand at Thermopylae from 
both ancient reporters and Frank Miller’s graphic novel and film, 300. For all 
these texts and films, we will ask, what types of conflict are written about? 
Which ones are valued? How are heroes defined? Is there only one type? 
How have ideas about conflict and resolution changed (or not) from ancient 
Greece to today? What values, ideas, and beliefs lead to, exacerbate, and de-
escalate these conflicts? What is the role of the individual and groups in 
relation to conflict and resolution? How can we analyze and write about these 
depictions? How can we articulate and evaluate different styles of leadership 
and service during conflict? 
 

ENGS 302-02 TR 0800-0915 
(CRN 14882) 
ENGS 302-03 TR 0930-1045 
(CRN 15196) 
 

ENGS 302-02 & 03, “Literature of War,” Dr J Adair  
 
Description coming soon!!!!!! 
 

ENGS 302-04 TR 1330-1445 
(CRN 15369) 

ENGS 302-04 “Reading the American West,” Dr Leonard 
 
One of the primary goals of the Conflict strand is to expand our definition of 
“conflict” to include competition of ideas as well as national and political 
strife. Along these lines, while the American West has historically been 
marked by a series of violent conflicts, it has also been the subject of 
conflicting portrayals and understandings.  To that extent, literary depictions 
of the West have also conflicted—beginning with the pioneer and memoir 
literature of the 19th century, continuing on the silver screen with John 
Wayne, and culminating in the backlash of the contemporary anti-Western.  
In this class, we will explore the shifting landscape of the literary American 
West in order to identify how such conflicts catalyze the evolving project of 
American national and cultural identity.  In doing so, we will think through 
ways in which recent interpretations of the genre attempt to illuminate 
perspectives that have traditionally been suppressed or elided, and consider 
the role of textual interpretation in resolving contemporary issues stemming 
from the legacy of the symbolic American West.  
 

HISS 302-01  MWF 1000-1050 
(CRN 14959) 

HISS 302-01 “Islamic Conquests,” Dr Wright 
 
Description coming soon!!!!!! 
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HISS 302-02 MWF 0900-0950 
(CRN 14997) 
HISS 302-03 MWF 1100-1150 
(CRN 15499) 
HISS 302-04 MWF 1200-1250 
(CRN 15501) 
 

HISS 302-02, 03, & 04, “Military Coups & Dictators in Latin America,” Dr 
Aguirrre  
 
Description coming soon!!!!!! 
 

NTSS 302-01 MWF 1100-1150 
(CRN 15002) 

NTSS 302-01, “Bioterrorism,” Dr Johnson 

The basis of conflict is differing ideas, which, when taken to the extreme, can 
manifest as acts of terrorism. Historically, biological agents have been used as 
weapons in an array of political and ideological conflicts. This course will 
examine diverse aspects of the creation, use, and response to the 
weaponization of biological agents. An understanding of the science 
underlying biological agents is critical to preventing the escalation of 
biological outbreaks. A detailed study of the biological characteristics of these 
organisms will be the main focus for this course.  

 
SCSS 302-01 TR 0800-0915 
(CRN 15629) 
SCSS 302-02 TR 1100-1215 
(CRN 15630) 

SCSS 302-01 & 02, “The National Guard in Conflict,” LTC Moring 

The use of the militia to quell domestic and international conflicts and 
establish order in time of need has a contentious history in the United States. 
The imposition of limitations on the National Guard in domestic disturbances 
is fraught with constitutional, legal, and political issues.  The deployment of 
the National Guard overseas implicates both federalism and separation of 
powers concerns.  This course will examine the sources of conflict that 
prompted National Guard involvement with an emphasis on the interplay 
between the exercise of individual constitutional rights and the governmental 
responsibility to maintain law and order.  LTC Moring, Deputy General 
Counsel of the Department of Defense in the Trump Administration, will 
explore how the role of the citizen-soldier in conflict has evolved from the 
Revolutionary War to the Global War on Terrorism.    
 

SCSS 302-03 T 1330-1600 (CRN 
15631) 

SCSS 302-03, “International Conflict & Global Justice,” Dr Patterson 
 
Description coming soon!!!!!! 
 
 

SCSS 302-04 TR 1100-1215 
(CRN 15634) 

SCSS 302-04, “Educational Psychology,” Dr T Graham 
 
Description coming soon!!!!!! 
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Citizenship Strand 
 

ENGS 303-01 TR 0800-0915 
(CRN 14883) 
ENGS 303-02 TR 0930-1045 
(CRN 14884) 

ENGS 303-01 & 02, “Strange Citizens,” Dr Pilhuj 
 
Vampires. Zombies. Werewolves. Serial Killers. Ghouls. Film and literature are 
filled with examples of strange creatures and entities that infiltrate every 
culture and society to both frighten and attract. This class will read and watch 
a selection of horror literature and film to answer the following questions: 
Where do these monsters come from? How do different cultures and time 
periods define monsters? How do humans and monsters interact? What 
happens when these monsters inhabit the fringes of society or walk among 
humans? What makes some monsters frightening, and what makes others 
attractive? What happens when monsters move from page to screen? And 
finally, how do monsters help us define what it means to be human?  
 

HISS 303-01 MWF 0800-0850 
(CRN 14955) 
HISS 303-03 MWF 1000-1050 
(CRN 14966) 

HISS 303-01 & 03, “Wartime Citizenship:  British Homefront in the World 
Wars,” Dr K Grenier 
 
This class will examine how the experience of World War I and II influenced 
understandings of the duties, obligations, and benefits of citizenship in Great 
Britain and the British Empire, with a focus on the home front.  We will 
consider the consequences of recruitment campaigns, rationing, military 
service, attacks on civilian populations, and the loss of loved ones, both in 
Britain and in the empire, and will explore the variety of ways these 
experiences changed expectations of what it means to be part of a nation. 
 

HISS 303-04 TR 0930-1045 
(CRN 15502) 
HISS 303-05 TR 1100-1215 
(CRN 15503) 
 

HISS 303-04 & 05, “Nationalisms,” Dr Giblin 
 
Description coming soon!!!!!! 
 
 
 

NTSS 303-01 MWF 1200-1250 
(CRN 14990) 
NTSS 303-01 TR 1330-1445 
(CRN 15491) 

NTSS 303-01 & 02, “Biology, Environment, & Law,” Dr Berry 
 
This course will explore the ways that the legal system protects and regulates 
biological systems in the environment. We will examine the profound 
influence that environmental laws have on species, ecosystems, and 
landscapes, and the effects of the regulation of air, water, and land in 
maintaining biodiversity, sustainability, and ecosystem health. 
 

SCSS 303-02 TR 1330-1445 
(CRN 15392) 

SCSS 303-02, “Survey of Economics,” Instructor TBA 
 
Description coming soon!!!!!! 
 
 

SCSS 303-04 MWF 1100-1150 
(CRN 15633) 

SCSS 303-04, “Adolescent Development,” Dr Zhao 
 
Description coming soon!!!!!! 
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Wellness Strand 
 

ELES 304-01 MWF 0900-0950 
(CRN 15189) 
ELES 304-02 MWF 1000-1050 
(CRN 15190) 

ELES 304-01 & 02, “Personal Finance,” Dr W Jones 
 
WHO WANTS TO BE A MILLIONAIRE?  Personal Financial Management focuses 
on the application of basic financial tools and principles to the student’s 
personal life.  Concepts and tools covered include:   the financial planning 
process, liquidity management, debt management, asset management, and 
risk management.  The course will also include retirement education and 
estate planning.  Upon successful completion of this course, the student will 
be prepared to create and manage their own personal financial plan.  The 
primary deliverable at the end of this course and a major component of your 
final grade is an individual financial plan prepared by each student for 
themselves. 
 

ENGS 304-01 MWF  0800-0850 
(CRN 14878) 
ENGS 304-02 MWF 0900-0950 
(CRN 15242) 
 

ENGS 304-01 & 02 “Improvise, Adapt, and Overcome,” Dr Heuston 
 
Description coming soon!!!!!! 
 

HISS 304-01 MWF 1100-1150 
(CRN 15199) 
HISS 304-02 MWF 1300-1350 
(CRN 15504) 
 

HISS 304-01 & 02 “History of Pre-Modern Medicine,” Dr Boughan 
 
Notions of health and well-being vary over time, across cultures, and within 
cultures. This course examines medical knowledge and practice in the Latin 
West, 1000-1600. It also considers more broadly how people in that time and 
place conceived what it means to live well. A principal focus of this course will 
be conflicting or competing notions of health and well-being from folk 
culture, Christian tradition, and elite medical learning.  
 

NTSS 304-01 MWF 1000-1050 
(CRN 14688) 

NTSS 304-01 , “An Ounce of Prevention,” Dr Zanin 
 
What does it mean to have a healthy lifestyle? How can choices about things 
like sleep, diet, and exercise impact one’s chance of getting diabetes, heart 
disease, mental illness, or cancer?  This course will allow students to explore 
the value of healthy living as it relates to disease prevention and treatment, 
with focus on some of the worst health problems in our society.  Students will 
study the related organ systems’ normal functions, their malfunctions in 
disease, and the financial and emotional costs of chronic diseases to 
individuals, their families, and the healthcare system.   Unhealthy habits can 
be fun, but are they worth the risk? 
 

SCSS 304-03 MWF 1200-1250 
(CRN 15077) 

SCSS 304-03,  “Sports Psychology,” Dr Nida 
 
This course will examine a wide range of psychological factors relating to 
participation in sport and athletic performance, and to physical activity more 
generally.  Particular emphasis will be given to social psychological variables 
affecting participation and performance and their relationship to the 
psychological well-being of the individual athlete, to include attention to 
sports fans and sports marketing.  Two key topics addressed in the class – 
“exercise adherence” and “exercise and well-being” – are particularly 
reflective of this course’s place within the Wellness Strand. 

SCSS 304-04 TR 1330-1445 
(CRN 15515) 

SCSS 304-04,”Nature & Nurture in Psychology,” Dr Fernald 
 
Description coming soon!!!!!! 
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Nature & Sustainability Strand 
 

ENGS 305-01 TR 1100-1215 
(CRN 14885) 
ENGS 305-02 TR 1330-1445 
(CRN 15243) 

ENGS 305-01 & 02 “Capitalism, Socialism, and Sustainability,” Dr Horan 
 
While corporate capitalism is central to contemporary American culture, this 
course will examine how distinctly American conceptions of socialism 
challenge, inform, and alter our dominant socioeconomic paradigm. We will 
explore the portrayal of socialism in American speculative literature, including 
Edward Bellamy’s phenomenally popular Looking Backward (1888), Jack 
London’s quasi-Marxian The Iron Heel (1907), and B.F. Skinner’s Walden 
Two (1948), which delves into the controversial relationship between 
collectivism and behavioral engineering. We will consider Ayn Rand’s critique 
of socialism and endorsement of the free market in her dystopian 
novella Anthem (1938). We will also analyze criticisms of socialism from the 
left, such as Cedric J. Robinson’s Black Marxism (1983), which questions the 
European philosophical influence on contemporary leftwing thought. Through 
a series of activities and assignments, students will connect the concepts and 
concerns raised in this literature to contemporary questions of sociopolitical, 
economic, and environmental sustainability.  
 

HISS 305-01 MWF 1100-1150 
(CRN 15200) 

HISS 305-01, “Viking Age Sustainability,” Dr Maddox 
 
The history of sustainability considers man’s use and control of his 
environment during different historical periods. This use and control can lead 
to long-term success and/or failure. This course will broadly focus on human 
interactions with nature and the environment during the Viking Age, c. AD 
750-1100. Topics to be discussed are land use, travel, belief systems, 
commerce, city formation and political authority. Regions included in the 
course are Greenland, Iceland, Ireland, Scandinavia, early England, and 
Francia. 
  

NTSS 305-01 MWF 0900-0950 
(CRN 15497) 

NTSS 305-01 “Forest, Fish, & Fowl,” Dr J Gramling  
 
Description coming soon!!!!!! 
 
 

NTSS 305-02 TR 1330-1445 
(CRN 15498) 
NTSS 305-04 TR 1100-1215 
(CRN 15003) 

NTSS 305-02 & 04, “Environmental Science,” Dr Gustafson 
 
Environmental science is the study of how the natural world works, how our 
environment affects us, and how we affect our environment. Understanding 
how our actions and inactions affect the world around us is critical to 
recognizing the type of planet we will leave for future generations. Imagine 
yourself on a deserted island where you are bound by the resources present, 
and every decision you make could be crucial to your survival. How would 
your decisions be different if the island has a growing population, natural 
resources are not distributed evenly, and you have a democratic form of 
government? This course is aimed to help you make good decisions on how to 
stay alive and preserve the resources around you on the island (Earth). This 
introductory course will address real-world environmental issues and how we 
can affect positive changes to improve livability and sustainability. 
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SCSS 305-02 TR 0930-1045 
(CRN 15513) 

SCSS 305-02, “Comparative Cognition,” Dr Parrish 
 
A critical component to understanding the natural world is to look beyond our 
own species to those around us, including animal species that we interact 
with on a daily basis as well as species that inhabit more remote 
environments. In this course, students will adopt a comparative approach to 
the study of cognitive psychology, in which we explore the behavior and 
psychology of animal species. We will investigate the role of environment and 
evolution in the shaping of animal behavior and cognition and compare those 
processes to human behavior and cognition. Topic areas include learning, 
memory, social behavior (cooperation and conflict), tool use, and 
communication in a variety of species (primates, elephants, birds, dolphins, 
dogs, etc.) These topics will be situated among discussions of sustainability 
efforts to better conserve the environments in which these animals inhabit.  
 

SCSS 305-04 TR 1330-1445 
(CRN 15636) 

SCSS 305-04, “The Future of Sustainability,” Dr Albert 
 
Description coming soon!!!!!! 
 
 

 
 


