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Do I need to know 
Spanish in order to take 
this class?  

Although some knowledge of 
Spanish would be helpful, 
students who register for this 
class are not required to be fully 
fluent in the language. Due to 
the nature of the subject, the 
vast majority of the primary 
and secondary sources, films, 
documentaries etc. will be in 
English. 

Is this class for me? 

This class is part of The 
Citadel’s Graduate Certificate 
in Hispanic Studies. Graduate 
students in other programs are 
also welcome to take this class 
as an elective. Ultimately, this 
class is for anybody interested 
in deepening their knowledge of 
the Hispanic or Latino/a 
community in the U.S.  

 

Why take this class?  

The Latino/a community is the 
fastest growing minority in the 
U.S. Whether you are pursuing 
a graduate degree in fields such 
as English, History, Clinical 
Psychology, Criminal Justice, 
Business, or Teaching, to name 
a few, or currently pursuing a 
career in industries such as 
health, law enforcement, social 
services, furthering your 
knowledge on this community 
will be an asset to your 
professional aspirations. 

 

 



 
 

Facts about the 

Hispanic or Latino/a 

community in the U.S. 

 

 

SPAN 521: Hispanic Presence in 

the U.S. 

 

The Hispanic presence in the U.S. can be traced 

back as far back as 1500s. Thus, Hispanics or Latinos/as 

have been an important piece of the U.S. social fabric since 

its inception. Despite its longevity as a part of the U.S. 

social fabric, prevailing narratives have consistently 

depicted the U.S. Latino/a community as an “alien,” as 

the product of recent migratory waves spawned by factors 

that have been perceived as organic to Latin America—

namely, political instability, struggling economies, and 

endemic violence.  

Regardless of popular assumptions about a 

common culture, Latinos/as encompass multiple diverse 

communities with their own communal narratives and 

traditions. We will not discuss Latino/as as a monolithic 

group. 

 The purpose of this course is twofold. On the one 

hand, it seeks to dispel different myths surrounding 

Hispanics in the U.S. On the other hand, it exposes 

students to this extremely diverse community through the 

study of works of literature, films, art, and more produced 

by Latino/as in the U.S.  

We will examine how diverse groups of 

Latinos/as in the U.S. create, maintain, and communicate 

identity at the individual, communal, and national level. 

Drawing on ideologies found in popular discourse, 

including the work of scholars, artists, and everyday 

individuals, we will ask the following questions: What does 

it mean to be Latino/a in the 21st century? How has being 

Latino/a changed overtime? How has being Latino/a been 

informed by discourses that include, but are not limited to, 

race, gender, sexuality?  

 

 

 

-It encompasses people of all 

races, ethnicities, religions, and 

geopolitical areas. 

-It makes up 53,000,000 of the 

U.S. population. 

-Hispanics are the largest 

minority in the U.S. 

-A large portion of the 

community speaks English 

natively.  

-By 2020, Hispanics are 

expected to comprise 19% of the 

U.S. labor force.  

-It has had a strong foothold in 

the U.S. since the sixteenth 

century, decades before the 

Mayflower.  

-Entire communities, namely 

Mexicans and Puerto Ricans, 

were incorporated into the U.S. 

social fabric by default as a 

result of the U.S. nineteenth-

century expansionist policy.   

 

 

 


