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Encountering Cultural Texts: German for Discussion and Critique 
Germ 306 -- Fall 2015 

MWF 9–9:50am, Capers 207 

 

Instructor: Dr. Emm 

Office: Capers 223B 

Office Hours: MW 2-4pm and by appointment. 

Contact: 953-6806; amy.emm@citadel.edu 

 

Course Description: 

This course focuses on advanced language skills for higher-order thinking in German. Students will read, analyze, discuss 

and write about concrete and abstract themes encountered in diverse genres, modes and styles of representation. The 

course provides experience with a broad array of German-language literary and cultural texts that this semester includes 

fairy tales, short stories, parables, poems, opera, film, and post-modern theatre. In five units, we will critically investigate 

aspects of why and how we produce and consume cultural texts, namely in order to tell stories, to edify, to create images 

and impressions, to perform ideologies, and to deconstruct tradition. Recommended as preparation for 400-Level German 

courses. This course is conducted in German. 

 

Goals: 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will: 

 recognize a wide range of cultural texts and describe their cultural significance. 

 identify form, differentiate styles, and analyze theme and content of various cultural texts. 

 formulate and organize an argument and present textual support.   

 choose and apply appropriate intermediate to advanced grammatical structures and vocabulary in written 

and oral responses and analyses.  
 

Texts: 

Grimm: “Sneewittchen”;  “Die Sterntaler”; “Rumpelstilzchen” (Fairytales) 

DEFA: “Das Zaubermännchen” (Film) 

Ebner-Eschenbach: Krambambuli (Short Story) 

Lessing: “Die Ringparabel” (Parable/Drama excerpt) 

Kant: Was ist Aufklärung? (Philosophical Essay) 

Kafka: Vor dem Gesetz (Parable) 

Herzog: Woyzeck (Film) 

Mozart: Die Zauberflöte (Opera) 

Goethe, Günderode, Droste-Hülshoff, Rilke, Celan, Poschmann, Meyer: Selected Poems 

Jelinek: Der Tod und Das Mädchen I (Schneewittchen) (Theater Text) 

 

 

Assignments and Assessment  

 

Summary:  (% of course grade) 

 

Preparation and Participation 15% 

Written Work   35%  

Oral Work   15% 

Midterm Exam   15%  

Final Exam   20%  

 

Detailed Assignment Guide  

 

% of final 

course 

grade 

Assignment 

Required Texts in Hard Copy:                                                                 
Readings are posted in CitLearn as both a complete 

“Lesebuch” and as individual files. All texts must be 

printed and brought to class and kept in an orderly 

fashion. (See your professor for a gently used folder.) 

Scale: (%) 

A=100-90 

B=89-80 

C=79-70 

D=69-60 

F=59-0 
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15% Preparation and Participation: Effective class participation begins with coming to class prepared (i.e. 

completing all homework and readings). Your participation and preparation grade also includes: 

contributing to discussions; asking and answering questions; being prepared when called on; being a 

team player in group work; avoiding English. Other important factors include being present and punctual, 

staying awake and focused, and not leaving the classroom during the 50-minute period. 

15% Presentations: Students will recite, analyze, and pose discussion questions about a poem. 

20% Aufsätze:  2-page compositions will focus on summarizing, narrating, presenting opinions, hypotheses, 

and making and supporting arguments. 

15% Written Work: Regular activities to accompany readings, distributed by email as one-page worksheets 

(“Arbeitsblätter”). Arbeitsblätter must be printed, completed at home, and submitted in class. Activities 

include comprehension questions, short responses, and grammar and vocabulary exercises.     

15% Midterm  

20% Final 

 

Recommended Resources: 

 Rankin, Jamie and Larry D. Wells Handbuch zur deutschen Grammatik, 5th edition, New York:  Houghton 

Mifflin, 2011  

o A good online grammar review: http://www.dartmouth.edu/~german/Grammatik/Grammatik.html 

o A good online resource for German verb forms: http://www.verbformen.com/ 

 Zorach, Cecile and Charlotte Melin, 1994 English Grammar for Students of German, 3rd ed. Ann Arbor, MI: The 

Olivia and Hill Press.  

 A good German-English dictionary is indispensable. 

o Quality print dictionaries are available from publishers Langenscheidt, Collins, and Oxford-Duden.  

o Reliable on-line German-English dictionaries include: http://dict.tu-chemnitz.de  and 

http://dict.leo.de.  

o For detailed definitins, usage and examples, try the German-German Online-Wörterbuch from 

Duden: http://www.duden.de/woerterbuch. 
 

Tips for successful language learning 

 

 Study daily to effectively prepare, practice and review material. Studying includes working on assignments, 

learning and practicing vocabulary and grammar, reading, listening to and speaking German.  

 

 Practice actively and often and practice speaking out loud as much as possible, both alone and with others. Meet 

with fellow classmates and with tutors outside of class time to practice speaking German. Go to the German 

conversation group downtown every Wednesday night at 7pm to practice. Write to your Professor and stop by her 

office hours whenever you have questions. 

  

 Avoid translating from English to German! When students think in their native language first and then write or 

speak in German, nonsense usually results. Strive to think and write in the German that you have instead of trying 

to express yourself exactly as you would in your native language. Embrace the language; think within the 

language; practice circumlocution: talking around what you can’t say directly. 

 

 Try not to worry about making mistakes in class: we welcome mistakes as a sign of learning. Embrace speaking 

German as a new side of your identity, or a new role to play.  

 

General Course Policies 

Attendance  

Attendance is mandatory. Official Citadel attendance policy will be followed:  Students must provide documentation of an 

effort to reschedule guard duty when it conflicts with class, and tests shall not be missed due to guard duty. Furthermore, 

for any student, “absences, whether excused or unexcused and in excess of 20% of the class meetings can, at the discretion 

of the professor, result in a grade of F in the course". 

 

Homework 

http://www.dartmouth.edu/~german/Grammatik/Grammatik.html
http://www.verbformen.com/
http://dict.tu-chemnitz.de/
http://dict.leo.de/
http://www.duden.de/woerterbuch
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All homework is listed on the Semesterplan below and is due on the date it is listed. Remember: success in foreign 

language learning depends heavily on the time spent studying and preparing outside of class.  

 No late homework will be accepted, except in extraordinary circumstances and by arrangement with your 

Professor. (Forgetting, printer problems, guard duty, training exercises, etc, do not qualify as extraordinary 

circumstances.)  

 In case of a planned absence, homework must be submitted in advance. 

  

Make-ups 

Requests to re-schedule a presentation or test must be made in advance of the test to be missed. As per Citadel policy, 

Tests may not be missed due to guard duty. In case of an emergency, contact your professor as soon as possible. 

 

Immersion in German 

No language other than German will be spoken during class time, unless the instructor explicitly allows a very rare 

English “time out.” The goal is to create a scenario of total immersion. Any questions in English should be posed after 

class or during office hours or via email. Everyone is highly encouraged to email questions to the instructor and to visit 

the instructor’s office hours to ask questions and discuss concerns. Contact the instructor immediately if you don’t 

understand new grammar topics, which will often be explained in German in class. 

 

Differing Language Abilities 

Third year courses in German usually contain a mix of students at different stages of their development as German 

speakers/writers/readers/listeners. Productive class sessions will require a mutual show of respect, patience and good will. 

Keep in mind that the instructor does not compare students when assigning grades. 

 

Cell Phones and Electronic Devices 

Use of personal electronic devices is not permitted during class, except when called for by the professor. Such devices 

include cell phones (including camera phones and smart phones), blackberries, pagers, tablet PCs, mobile presenters, 

wireless tablets, digital recorders, beepers, palms, IPods, MP3 players, texting calculators, digital cameras, and laptops. 

(This policy does not extend to medically necessary assistive devices and to approved emergency communications). 

Texting or otherwise working with your electronic devices in class displays not only a visible lack of attention but also a 

lack of respect for your classmates, for your instructor, and for your learning environment, and therefore affects your 

participation grade. If you are experiencing a situation that requires you to be in constant electronic contact, inform your 

instructor and ask whether it is appropriate for you to remain in the classroom. 

 

Course Policy on Translations, Plagiarism and Extra Help: 

 

Translation Programs 

Use of online translators, translation software, etc. is cheating and will not be tolerated.  

 

Tutoring and extra help 

Professors Emm, Frenzel and Skow are available to help. You are also encouraged to seek out the German tutor at the 

Academic Support Center. Consult with your professor before receiving help from anyone else. 

 

Cheating/Plagiarism 

All work submitted must be your own. Use of language that is not your own is cheating and includes language produced 

by online translation programs, tutors, native speakers, etc. 

 

Tips for successful language learning 

 

 Practice often and actively outside of class time. For every hour of coursework, students should spend 2-3 hours 

studying (at least 7 hours a week!). This will be most affectively applied to learning German if you can schedule 

at least an hour a day to spend working on assignments, studying vocabulary and grammar, reading, listening to 

and speaking German.  

 

 Practice actively and often and practice speaking out loud as much as possible, both alone and with others. Meet 

with fellow classmates and with tutors outside of class time to practice speaking German. Go to the German 
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conversation group downtown every Wednesday night at 7pm to practice. Write to your Professor and stop by her 

office hours whenever you have questions. 

 

 Try not to worry about making mistakes in class. Embrace learning and speaking German as a new side of your 

identity, or a new role to play.  

 
 

 The Syllabus and Semesterplan are subject to change. 

Final Exam 

8am, Friday, December 11th 
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Semesterplan: German 306, Fall 2015 
Complete all homework for the day it is listed.    

 

Tag Datum Schwerpunkt Themen und Aufgaben 

1 Mittwoch 

26. August 

E
rz

ä
h

le
n
 

Einführung 

Drucken Sie den Syllabus und mindestens die erste Hälfte des Lesebuchs 

(Grimm bis Kafka) aus und bringen Sie sie mit! 

2 Freitag 

28. August 

 Grimm: “Sneewittchen” 

 Arbeitsblatt (AB) 1 

3 Montag 

31. August 

 Grimm: “Sneewittchen” 

 AB 2 

4 Mittwoch 

2. September 

 Grimm: “Sneewittchen” 

 AB 3 

5 Freitag 

4. September 

 Grimm: “Die Sterntaler”; “Rumpelstilzchen” 

 AB 4 

6 Montag 

7. September 

 Grimm: “Rumpelstilzchen” 

 AB 5 

7 Mittwoch 

9. September 

 Grimm: “Rumpelstilzchen”  

 AB 6 

8 Freitag 

11. September 
DEFA: “Das Zaubermännchen” 

 Schreibaufgabe 1:  (Siehe CitLearn) 

9 Montag 

14. September 
DEFA: “Das Zaubermännchen” 

 AB 7 

10 Mittwoch 

16. September 

 

 Ebner-Eschenbach: Krambambuli 

 AB 8 

11 Freitag 

18. September 

 Ebner-Eschenbach: Krambambuli 

 AB 9 

12 Montag 

21. September 

 Ebner-Eschenbach: Krambambuli 

 AB 10 

13 Mittwoch 

23. September 

A
u

sb
il

d
en

 

 Lessing: “Die Ringparabel” 

 AB 11 

14 Freitag 

25. September 

 Lessing: “Die Ringparabel” 

 AB 12 

15 Montag 

28. September 

 Lessing: “Die Ringparabel” 

 Schreibaufgabe 2:  (Siehe Aufgabe in CitLearn) 

16 Mittwoch 

30. September 

 Kant: Was ist Aufklärung? 

 AB 13 
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Tag Datum Schwerpunkt Themen und Aufgaben 

17 Freitag 

2. Oktober 

 Kant: Was ist Aufklärung? 

 AB 14 

18 Montag 

5. Oktober 

 Kant: Was ist Aufklärung? 

 AB 15 

19 Mittwoch 

7. Oktober 

 Kafka: Vor dem Gesetz 

 AB 16 

20 Freitag 

9. Oktober 

 

Herzog: Woyzeck 

 AB 17 

21 Montag 

12. Oktober 
Herzog: Woyzeck 

 Schreibaufgabe 3 (Sie CitLearn) 

22 Mittwoch 

14. Oktober 
 Vorbereitung zum Midterm 

 AB 18 

23 Freitag 

16. Oktober 
 Midterm   

24 Montag 

19. Oktober 
  Goethe: “Prometheus” 

 AB 19 

 Mittwoch 

21. Oktober 

Leadership Day 

Keine Sitzung! 

  

25 Freitag 

23. Oktober 

V
er

d
ic

h
te

n
 

 Goethe: “Prometheus” 

 AB 20 

26 Montag 

26. Oktober 
 Goethe: “Meeresstille; Glückliche Fahrt” 

 AB 21 

27 Mittwoch 

28. Oktober 
 Günderode: “Überall Liebe”  
 AB 22 

28 Freitag 

30. Oktober 
 Droste-Hülshoff: “Im Grase” 

 AB 23 

29 Montag 

2. November 
 Rilke: “Das Karussell” 

 AB 24 

30 Mittwoch 

4. November 
 Celan: “Todesfuge” 

 Schreibaufgabe 4:  (Siehe Aufgabe in CitLearn) 

31 Freitag 

6. November 
 Poschmann: “Kleines Rasenstück” 

 AB 25 

32 Montag 

9. November 
Vorträge 
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Tag Datum Schwerpunkt Themen und Aufgaben 

33 Mittwoch 

11. November 
Vorträge 

34 Freitag 

13. November 
Vorträge 

35 Montag 

16. November 
In

sz
en

ie
re

n
 

 Mozart/Schikaneder: Die Zauberflöte 

 Schreibaufgabe 5:  (Siehe Aufgabe in CitLearn) 

36 Mittwoch 

18. November 
 Mozart/Schikaneder: Die Zauberflöte 

 AB 26 

37 Freitag 

20. November 
 Mozart/Schikaneder: Die Zauberflöte 

 AB 27 

 23.-27. Nov. 

Herbstferien 
  

38 Montag 

30. November 

D
ek

o
n

st
ru

ie
re

n
 

 Grimm: Sneewittchen (Wiederholung) 

 Meyer: Schneewittchen 

 Jelinek: Der Tod und das Mädchen I: Schneewittchen 

 AB 28 

39 Mittwoch 

2. Dezember 
 Jelinek: Der Tod und das Mädchen I: Schneewittchen 

 AB 29 

40 Freitag 

4. Dezember 
 Jelinek: Der Tod und das Mädchen I: Schneewittchen 

 AB 30 

41 Montag 

7. Dezember 
 Jelinek: Der Tod und das Mädchen I: Schneewittchen 

 Schreibaufgabe 6:  (Siehe Aufgabe in CitLearn) 

42 Mittwoch 

9. Dezember 
 Rückblick 

 AB 31 

 11. Dez, 8am 

 
 Final  

 


