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Honors 202: Literary Monsters 

(MWF 900-950; 107 Capers) 
 
Course Description 
This course will examine various incarnations of popular monsters from the Renaissance to contemporary culture, 
considering how these villains and heroes (and hybrids of both) change over time, are used to further certain cultural 
ideologies, and why certain kinds (vampires and Frankenstein’s monster) remain popular over time while the reception 
of others (ghosts and zombies) seems to fluctuate. The course will also explore various film adaptations of the texts, as 
many have one or more versions. 
 
Objectives 
•To explore how definitions of the monstrous have/have not changed over time and cultures 
•To determine how monstrous figures have been used to define conceptions of humanity 
•To consider how depictions of monsters have been tied to physical form, gender, and race 
•To examine how and why most if not all of these texts have been adapted into movies 
•To look at how contemporary popular culture has appropriated monsters of the past 
•To craft essays that provide answers to these issues using the texts  
•To refine research skills in discovering, understanding, and discussing secondary sources 
 
Texts 
Dr. Faustus by Christopher Marlowe (ISBN 978-0-8722-0729-5) 
The Tempest by William Shakespeare (ISBN 978-0-8129-6910-8) 
Frankenstein by Mary Shelley (ISBN 978-0-1995-3715-0) 
Dracula by Bram Stoker (ISBN 978-0-393-97012-8) 
The Turn of the Screw by Henry James (ISBN 978-0-14-1439907) 
The Haunting of Hill House by Shirley Jackson (ISBN 978-0-14-3039983) 
The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen by Alan Moore and (Illustrators) Ben Dimagmaliw and Kevin O'Neil (ISBN 978-1-
56389-858-7) 
World War Z by Max Brooks (ISBN 978-0-3073-4661-2) 
Pride and Prejudice and Zombies by Jane Austen and Seth Grahame-Smith (ISBN 978-1-59474-344-4) 
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Requirements 
•Two papers, the first a 4-6 page close reading of a text; the second, an 7-9 page comparison of either two texts (one can 
be a non-class text) or a text and one or more film adaptations, with some secondary sources 
•Paper proposals for both essays, with an annotated bibliography for the second paper 
•Multiple shorter homework writings that consider directed questions about a certain aspect of the text or selected 
criticism of the work 
•A midterm and final exam consisting of short-answer essays on passages from the texts 
•Tutorials 
•Class attendance and participation 
 
You should bring the appropriate text to class each day.  The readings are due the date on which they are listed in your 
assignment sheet; that is, we will be discussing that text in class on that day. 
When reading plays for this class, I highly recommend marking important or confusing passages and noting questions 
and comments in the margins or an accompanying notebook.  This kind of active reading will help foster class 
discussion, allow you to direct the day’s topics and answer your own questions, and leave you overall better prepared for 
discussion, questions, and reviewing for exams and papers.        

       
Attendance and Participation 
Class attendance is mandatory; you will be given a grade each day based on your participation in that class.  These daily 
grades will then be averaged to determine your final participation grade; see the attendance guideline sheet for more 
detail.  When possible, informing me of an absence prior to that date is a good practice, but will not necessarily make 
the absence an excused one.  Participation only partially consists of attendance; I also require active involvement during 
class.  Answering and asking questions, providing thoughtful commentary on class readings or classmates’ responses, 
active note-taking, and giving undivided attention to the discussion all qualify as welcome aspects of involvement.  
Please note that perfect attendance without class participation will NOT result in a correspondingly perfect participation 
grade.  See the participation grade sheet for further clarification.  Should you have trouble with speaking during class, I 
encourage you to see me before or after class or in my office to discuss strategies for increasing your involvement in 
class discussion.   

 
I highly recommend that you take notes during both lectures and discussions. These notes will help during review and 
homework.  Bear in mind that the passages your peers or I call attention to in class will be those from which I will select 
your exam questions. 
 
Electronic devices are allowed in the classroom, but their noises are not.  Cell phones are not to be used during class. 
Any distracting devices will be confiscated and disciplinary action taken.  While I understand that many people find 
note-taking more efficient on their laptops, should I find you engaged in any other non-class related activity on your 
laptop, you will no longer be allowed to bring it to class. 
 
I will sometimes require you to complete short, in-class writing exercises to be turned in that class period.  Be sure that 
you always have paper and writing instruments on hand. 
 
Exams                 
You will take two exams, one at the midpoint of the semester and one during finals week.  The exams will consist of 
identification and explication of certain passages.  Each test will be in-class and closed book.  The final exam will only 
cover material after the midterm.  Exam format and expectations will be discussed in greater detail as the dates 
approach.  Make-up exams must be arranged in person well in advance of the test date.  Barring any emergencies, you 
may not make up an exam without scheduling one with me prior to the test date.  
 
Homework 
Questions pertaining to the next reading will be given during the class before. You will sometimes be required to turn in 
a brief typed response to these questions at the start of the next class. Homework assignments must be typed and 
double-spaced, unless otherwise directed.  Completing all homework assignments with care and attention will ensure a 



higher grade and an improvement to your overall average.  They should also be viewed as practice runs for your more 
formal assignments; therefore, take note of the comments I provide.   
 
Essays                
You will submit two papers of varied length this semester. A few weeks before the due dates, I will provide you with a 
number of topics from which you may choose.  Before the second essay, we will discuss incorporating the ideas of other 
critics into your own paper.  The essays should be persuasive and analytical; you will formulate a specific thesis that 
makes a detailed assertion about a certain text(s).  Your thesis will then be supported by detailed evidence from the 
text(s) about which you are writing.  As the due dates for essays approach, we will go over strategies for developing 
ideas (ideally from homework or other assignments), formulating theses, and organizing evidence.  
All papers should be typed, double-spaced, in 12-point, Times New Roman font with 1-inch margins on white paper 
with black ink, and be in MLA format.  Do not use a cover sheet, but do have a title at the top of the first page and your 
name and page number on each page.  
In marking your assignments, I will identify their strengths in addition to pointing out areas for improvement. Pay 
attention to the comments that I write, and try to use insights you gain from them as you prepare your subsequent 
assignments.  In order for you to use the papers as guides for your next assignment, I will return them in a timely 
manner, no more than ten days after your paper is submitted.  You can meet with me at any time to discuss my 
comments as well as how to apply those suggestions to the next assignment.   
 
Late Work                         
Work will be considered late after the first thirty minutes of the class in which it is due (or at whatever time I specify as 
the deadline).  Once a work is late, I will deduct 1/3 of a letter grade from the final grade of the assignment.  For every 
day that the assignment is late—including weekends, holidays, and days our class does not meet—a further 1/3 of a 
letter grade will be subtracted from the assignment’s final grade.  You should turn in the assignment as soon as possible 
by placing it in my mailbox in Capers or in my hands during office hours.  I will not accept electronic copies of any 
work.   
There will be no make-up work for missed in-class assignments.  I will consider individual extensions for the essays; 
however, I require that you see me in person at least 24 hours in advance of the due date 
 
Honor Code                   
Plagiarism consists of copying, either in full or in part, someone else’s work and representing it as your own.  Plagiarism 
also includes changing the words yet still using another’s original ideas as your own.  Any form of cheating will result in 
notification of the Honor Court.  Should you require more clarification as to what constitutes plagiarism, please do not 
hesitate to meet with me.   

 
Grades                     
Keeping informed of your grade is your responsibility.  If you wish to receive a more detailed report of your progress at 
any time during the semester, you may schedule an appointment with me.   
Essay One: 20%     Essay Two: 25%      
Midterm: 15%     Final: 20%      
Homework/In-class writing: 10%   Participation: 10% 

 
Communication                        
Through email, I will be happy to set up appointments, answer brief questions, and quickly clarify assignments or 
announcements made in class.  However, I will not answer in-depth questions, discuss individual grades, read and/or 
edit drafts, or give a report of what was missed during an absence.  For more intensive discussions concerning class 
assignments, rough drafts, and other issues related to class progress, I recommend that you see me during office hours 
or make an appointment.  When you must miss a class, it is your responsibility to find out what was covered by meeting 
with one or more of your classmates.  Announcements and other important information will often be sent via email. 
Please ensure that whatever email you use is set up to receive mail sent to your school account.   
 
 



Final Note                         
Coming to class on time, being prepared, and taking an active role in class participation are essential components of the 
course.  If you have trouble speaking in class, come see me about ways that you can overcome your hesitations.  If you 
find yourself falling behind, come see me about strategies for managing study time.  If you feel overwhelmed, confused, 
or just plain lost, come talk to me.  I am available by email, by appointment, and at office hours. 
 
You should read this syllabus THOROUGHLY; by remaining enrolled in this class, you agree to abide by the 
guidelines contained therein.   
 
Schedule 
Readings are due on the date they are listed and are to be regarded as inclusive.  
 
W 15 Jan: Introductions 
F 17 Jan: Marlowe, Dr. Faustus (pgs. 1-29 [Act I entire-Act II.i]) 
 
M 20 Jan: No class 
W 22 Jan: Faustus (pgs. 29-45 [Act II.ii-Act III.ii]) 
F 24 Jan: Faustus (pgs. 45-66 Act IV-Epilogue]) 
 
M 27 Jan: Shakespeare, The Tempest (pgs. 3-26 [Act I entire]) 
W 29 Jan: Tempest (pgs. 26-45 [Act II entire]) 
F 31 Jan: Tempest (pgs. 46-60 [Act III entire]) 
 
M 3 Feb: Tempest (pgs. 60-84 [Acts IV and V]) 
W 5 Feb: Shelley, Frankenstein (pgs. 5-44) 
F 7 Feb: Shelley, Frankenstein (pgs.44-68) 
 
M 10 Feb: Frankenstein (pgs. 69-123) 
W 12 Feb: Frankenstein (pgs. 124-191) 
F 14 Feb: Stoker, Dracula (pgs. 9-55) 
 
M 17 Feb: Dracula (pgs. 55-110) 
W 19 Feb: Dracula (pgs. 110-160) 
F 21 Feb: Dracula (pgs. 160-228) 
 
M 24 Feb: Dracula (pgs. 229-285) 
W 26 Feb: Dracula (pgs. 285-327) 
F 28 Feb: James, The Turn of the Screw (pgs. 145-201) 
 
M 3 Mar: Turn of the Screw (pgs. 202-262) 
W 5 Mar: Midterm Review; writing papers 
F 7 Mar: Midterm Exam 
 
M 10 Mar: Jackson, The Haunting of Hill House (pgs. 1-49) 
W 12 Mar: Haunting (pgs. 49-116) 
F 14 Mar: Haunting (pgs. 116-159) 
 
M 17 Mar: Haunting (pgs. 159-182); First Paper Due 
W 19 Mar: Moore et al., The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen (pgs. 1-48 [1:Empire Dreams-2:Ghosts and Miracles]) 
F 21 Mar: League (pgs. 49-120 [3:Mysteries of the East-4:Gods of Annihilation-5:“Some Deep, Organizing Power…”]) 
 
Spring Break 



 
M 31 Mar: League (pgs. 121-144[6:The Day of Be-With-Us]) 
W 2 Apr: Brooks, World War Z (pgs. 1-59) 
F 4 Apr: World War Z (pgs. 59-104) 
 
M 7 Apr: World War Z (pgs. 105-186) 
W 9 Apr: World War Z (pgs. 187-255) 
F 11 Apr: World War Z (pgs. 255-298) 
 
M 14 Apr: World War Z (pgs. 298-342) 
W 16 Apr: Austen and Grahame-Smith, Pride and Prejudice and Zombies (pgs. 7-60) 
F 18 Apr: Pride (pgs. 61-122) 
 
M 21 Apr: Pride (pgs. 123-207) 
W 23 Apr: Pride (pgs. 208-257) 
F 25 Apr: Pride (pgs. 258-317) 
 
M 28 Apr: Loose ends; final review 
F 2 May: Final Paper Due by 1700 
 
Final Exam: Saturday 3 May at 1300 


