
Lesson Plan 
 
Task: Drill/Parade Practice – Cadet Recruit Period 
 
Conditions.  During Challenge Week, military drill and ceremonies is a significant part of freshmen daily 
training.  It starts with individual (stationary) movements and advances to company movements.  
Lessons are built to teach, train, and review basic military elements that are part of a cadets daily 
movement around campus.  Once the school year begins, the primary tenants of drill and ceremony rest 
in regimental drill and parade practices.  These events are scheduled each week and incorporate all 
members of the Corps of Cadets inside their respective company and battalion sized unit. 
 
Standards.  By the end of Cadre Period, freshmen should have the basic skills to move into a company 
formation, prepare for movement, and execute on command, as required for drill or parade practice.   
 
Introduction.  With Cadre Period, platoon drill becomes an expanded exercise with the entire company.  
Weekly scheduled Regimental Drill and Parade Practice provide venues to perform associated task 
learned during Challenge Week that now set the stage for formal dress parades and other related 
events.  
 
Presentation.  This new element, conducted under arms, integrates the entire company into one 
marching unit.  This requires careful planning to help freshmen understand exactly how to execute 
movements.  Weekly practice parade periods are conducted in two formats: forma parade practice or 
individual unit drill.  The Commandant’s Command Sergeant Major, in coordination with Operations & 
Training and the Battalion TAC NCO’s determines which option is used.  In either format, the cadets 
practice Manual of Arms, a requirement in all Retreat Parades.  To achieve a unified performance by the 
entire company, this task and others such as present arms, parade rest, and attention, previously taught 
during Challenge Week, continue to be reviewed. 
 
Summary.  The intended end state is that the freshmen move quickly and smartly to their position in 

ranks upon command.  In addition, freshmen become an integral part of their company and battalion 

formations by understanding the elements of parades and executing movements required. 

Evaluation.  Company drillmasters, in their role as teachers and coaches of close order drill, parade, 
guidon and sword manual, also serve as the cadet commander’s subject matter expert and provide 
feedback on key elements that need to be addressed, reviewed, and trained. 
 
Reference.  Trainer’s Guide to Drill and Ceremonies, Knob Drill Period’s 17-19, Company Drill. 


