
Introduction to the Fourth Class 
System



-Task: Understand the purpose of the Introduction to the Fourth Class 
System and understand expectations of Fourth Class Cadets once the 
System is placed into effect by the  Regimental Commander. 

Condition: Given the purpose and objectives of the Fourth Class System 
identified in the White Book Annex D-Fourth Class Regulations and 
Traditions

Standard:  Cadet Recruits will demonstrate the proper execution of 
bracing, demonstrate driving stairs and squaring corners, and deliver 
proper greetings/responses to cadet officers and NCOs. 

Introduction to the 
Fourth Class System



Fourth Class 
Regulations/Traditions

- Fourth class cadets conduct themselves in accordance with a set of rules 
governing various aspects of daily life in order to help them to develop a 
sense of humility, discipline, and obedience

- The fourth class regulations and traditions govern how fourth class cadets 
conduct themselves while moving about campus, how they interact with 
other individuals; how they perform certain duties and details; how they 
conduct the practice of and various details of fourthclass daily life.

- White Book, Chapter 1, Annex D



Fourth Class Year/Fourth 
Class System

• The fourth class year begins with matriculation and ends with the 
initiation of the freshman’s summer furlough. 

• The fourth class system is in effect from the moment the Regimental 
Commander announces during Challenge Week until Recognition Day. 

• “Successful completion” of fourthclass first semester is recognized by 
completing all fourthclass training requirements from matriculation to the 
beginning of winter furlough. 

• “Successful completion” of fourthclass second semester is recognized by 
completing all fourthclass training requirements from Reconstitution Day 
to Recognition Day. 



Expectations of Fourth Class 
Cadets during Intro to Fourth 

Class System

- Upon initiation of the Fourth Class System by the Regimental Commander, 
Cadet Recruits will
- Demonstrate the proper execution of bracing (exaggerated position of 

attention required of fourth class cadets), 
- Demonstrate driving stairs and squaring corners while moving in the 

barracks
- Deliver proper greetings/responses to cadet officers and NCOs. 



Bracing

• Bracing is an exaggerated position of attention designed to ensure the 
Cadet Recruit demonstrates the ability to maintain military bearing and 
appearance. It is not practiced while marching/moving in formation or 
executing individual movement around campus.

• Fourthclass Cadets will brace while on line, in formation, or when a college 
official or upperclass cadet enters their room. 



Bracing

Proper Brace Position is achieved by:

- Bring the heels together sharply on line, with the toes pointing out 
equally, forming an angle of 45 degrees. Keep the legs straight without 
locking the knees. Hold the body erect with the hips level, chest lifted and 
arched, and the shoulders square. 

- Keep the head erect and face straight to the front with the chin drawn in 
so that alignment of the head and neck is vertical.

- Arms hang straight without stiffness. Curl the fingers so that the tips of the 
thumbs are alongside and touching the first joint of the forefingers. Keep 
the thumbs straight along the seams of the trouser leg with the first joint 
of the fingers touching the trousers. 

- Roll the shoulders back and draw the chin in tighter, ensuring the head 
and neck remain vertical. 

- Remain silent and do not move unless otherwise directed. 



Driving Stairs

• Fourth Class Cadets request permission to drive stairs or pass upperclass
cadets on the galleries to display proper respect for cadets of the 
upperclass and to facilitate efficient movement in the barracks on  
stairways and galleries.



Driving Stairs

• Upon coming to the base of the first step, moving to the left side (as you 
are looking up).  Placing your arms back down at the seam of the 
trousers while still bracing and quickly looking up to see if someone is on 
the stairs. 

• If no upperclass cadet is visible, return your arms to the 90-degree angle 
position and move expeditiously up the stairs. 



Driving Stairs

- Upon encountering an upperclass cadet, sound off loudly with the correct 
statement based on the following situations: 

- One male upperclassman- “Sir Mr. ______ (last name of the 
upperclassman) Sir, Cadet Recruit/private ______ (last name of 4th class 
cadet requesting to drive) requests permission to drive your stairs Sir.” 

- Two male upperclassmen- “Gentlemen of the class of ______ (Year the 
upperclassmen will graduate), Cadet Recruit/private ______ (last name of 
4th class cadet requesting to drive) requests permission to drive your 
stairs Gentlemen.” 



Driving Stairs

- Upon encountering an upperclass cadet, sound off loudly with the correct 
statement based on the following situations: 

- One female upperclassmen- “Ma’am Ms. ______ (last name of the 
upperclassman) Ma’am, Cadet Recruit/private ______ (last name of 4th 
class cadet requesting to drive) requests permission to drive your stairs 
Ma’am.”

- Two female upperclassmen- “Ladies of the class of ______ (Year the 
upperclassmen will graduate), Cadet Recruit/private ______ (last name of 
4th class cadet requesting to drive) requests permission to drive your 
stairs Ladies.” 



Driving Stairs

- Upon encountering an upperclass cadet, sound off loudly with the correct 
statement based on the following situations: 

- Two cadets of different gender- “Members of the class of ______ (Year the 
upperclassmen will graduate), Cadet Recruit/private ______ (last name of 
4th class cadet requesting to drive) requests permission to drive your 
stairs Members.” 

- If an upperclassman is in the line of travel of a fourthclass cadet on the 
gallery rather than on the stairs, the fourthclass cadet will do the same 
thing as the stairs except request to “drive by.”



Squaring Corners

- Fourth Class cadets will make sharp left or right pivots when going around 
corners and turning in battalion and while executing individual movement 
on campus.  

- During the pivot motion drop your arms, pin them to the seams of the 
pants, and then continuing forward after the pivot by returning the arms 
to 90-degrees. 



Communication with 
Upperclass Cadets

- Fourthclass cadets will communicate with upperclass cadets by:

- Addressing all upperclass cadets as “sir” or “ma’am” 
- Rendering a proper military salute and greeting to all cadet officers 
- Assuming the position of attention when an upperclass cadet enters 

the room. 



Communication with 
Upperclass Cadets

- Fourthclass cadets are authorized the following four responses when 
answering all upperclass questions

-- Yes, sir or ma’am 
-- No, sir or ma’am 
-- No excuse, sir or ma’am 
-- Request better judgment, sir or ma’am



First step in Leader 
Development
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