
SOLE SOURCE JUSTIFICATION 

A waiver from the competitive solicitation process may be granted when based upon operational compatibility with 
existing equipment, strong technological grounds, a unique and cost-effective feature requirement, or when it is clearly 
in the State’s best interest.   

1.) Contract Amount:$________________________________________________________ 

2.) Requested Supplier:_______________________________________________________ 

3.) Description of Item/Service: 

4.) Establish the reasons The Citadel absolutely requires this specific Item/Service and the 
unique benefits that will be realized: 

5.) Explanation as to why no other supplier can offer a comparable Item/Service: 



I hereby certify that the above information is accurate and request that a waiver from the State 
mandated bidding process be approved for the procurement of the above stated equipment, 
commodity, or service.   

Based on the determination above, the proposed procurement action described is being procured 
pursuant to the authority of Section 11-35-1560 of the South Carolina Procurement Code and 19-
445.2105 of the Rules and Regulations, 1976 South Carolina Code of Laws. 

_______________________________________ 
SIGNATURE DATE 

_______________________________________ 
PRINT NAME OF DEPARTMENT HEAD DEPARTMENT 

FOR PROCUREMENT SERVICES USE ONLY 

APPROVED BY: DATE: ___________________ 
Director of Procurement Services 

APPROVED BY:_______________________________________________________________  DATE:____________________ 
VP Finance & Business 

*VPFB signature only required for requests over $100,000 

GUIDANCE: 

Section 3; Provide a description of the item or service being requested with sufficient detail so that it is 

clear to the reviewer of this form what is being sought and the purpose it serves. 

Section 4; Detail the specifics about the item or service and explain how it is uniquely positioned to meet 
the need at The Citadel.  This section should address the role that will be played by the item/service and 
how it is positioned to be the only option that will work in this scenario.  Factual evidence must be 
presented to substantiate why this is the sole item/service that will work.

Section 5; Cite the reasons why alternatives would not be acceptable and how comparable 
products or services from other suppliers could not meet the need.  Also, include details about 
the market research that was performed to substantiate the sole source request. Detail the 
specific, quantifiable facts as to why this type of item/service cannot be purchased from any 
other supplier.   

The Drug-free Work Place certification must be obtained for sole source procurements greater than $50,000.  
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	Text1: 30897
	Text2: Planet Technologies, Inc.
	Text3: Deploy Microsoft E5 security SKUs - setting up Data Loss Prevention (DLP) and Microsoft Information Protection (MIP). Perform and document discovery of the current environment and conduct envisioning sessions. Collect alerts from DLP and provide guidance on how to interpret and respond to alerts. Identify document classifications per The Citadel's guidance and configure five basic MIP labels to identify documents and data. Configure one basic MIP policy to secure data. Conduct a knowledge transfer session.
	Text4: As a public, military college, with award winning Cybersecurity degree programs,The Citadel has unique needs in the areas of operational and functional network security and cybersecurity. With current staffing and knowledge base, we are unable to utilize the features of Microsoft E5 licensing and security features without proper set-up and and analysis. The security features to be implemented will be best practice security protocols for the school to protect data and information. 
	Text5: After reviewing several vendors, it has been determined that this supplier is the only vendor to have successfully implemented, DLP solutions within the Microsoft Purview product stack, at other Military Academies such as West Point.  They have provided a detailed Statement of work and will be able to execute the process with the most efficiency due to their extensive knowledge base and experience with Military Academies, DoD and Federal Agencies. The Citadel requires a supplier with extensive higher education experience, successful  implementations and has the following Microsoft competencies: Gold Security, Gold Cloud Productivity, Gold Cloud Platform, Gold Data Analytics, Gold Data Platform, Gold Communications, Gold Project & Portfolio Management, Gold Messaging, Gold App Development, Gold App Integration, Gold Collab & Content, Gold Ent. Mobility Mgmt, Gold Small & Midmarket Cloud Solutions. 
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