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favour." Using this perspective, the odds seem to
favour the notion that Henry's high reputation does
not depend upon his early death. In order to arrive
at the contrary, one would have to assume
automatically that Henry did indeed die at the
pinnacle of his reign and that the contemporary
historians would lose or change their pro-Henry bias.
Furthermore, one would have to assume several of
Henry's admirable qualities would have been
ignored and the tremendous successes of his first
nine years were not enough to earn him a
permanently high reputation. Finally, one would
have to discount that when compared to Edward
III, who possesses a high reputation. Henry V could
have lost most of his conquests, managed his
kingdom with less skill, and still been considered
equal. Perhaps Nirvana's Kurt Cobain's quote "It
is better to burn out than fade away" applies to Henry
V's reputation, and his early death did cause it to
increase somewhat. However, the "odds" of Henry's
high reputation actually depending upon his early
death seem to be similar to the odds of flipping a
coin five times and having it land on heads every
time.
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