
 

1 

Deutsch 101: German Worlds 
Beginning German I, Spring 2020 

MWF     8:00am     CA 213 
 

 
Instructor: Prof. Susanne Frenzel 
Office: Capers 207A 
Office Hours: MW 9:00am-9:50am and by appointment 
Contact: sfrenzel@citadel.edu 
 
Course Description  
Welcome to Beginning German I! This course introduces the German language through the diverse subjective and 
geographical worlds that it represents. We will explore German, Austrian, and Swiss culture through such topics as 
sport, material culture, family, theater, music, and film, while learning essential skills for living and studying abroad. 
Listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills will be practiced in communicative activities and through encounters 
with authentic texts. Interpersonal and presentational communication will be assessed through a combination of 
projects, presentations and traditional exams. This course is conducted in German.  
 
Learning Outcomes:  
Upon successful completion of the course, students will: 

• initiate and sustain simple interpersonal interactions in German by asking and answering basic questions. 
• differentiate between formal and informal contexts and discourses. 
• understand and create simple, culturally contextualized texts. 

 
Required Texts: (hard copy required) 

• Welten: Introductory German. Prisca Augustyn and Nicholas Euba. Bring to class every day!  
o includes iLrn, the online platform which contains the Student activities manual 
o If you buy a textbook without the online code, you must purchase iLrn separately.   

 
Recommended Texts: 

• English Grammar for Students of German. Zorach, Melin, and Kautz. 
• A basic German-English dictionary. 

 
Assignments and Assessment 
 
Summary 

15 % Participation  
20 % Practice and preparation  
25 % Projects  
20 % Vocabulary tests  
10 % Midterm 
10 % Written and Oral Finals 

 
Detailed Assignment Guide 
 
% of grade Assignment 
15% Teilnahme (Class Participation):  

Successful language learning depends on active class participation. The participation grade will 
reflect your contribution to class (for example: being present and punctual, answering and asking 
questions, being prepared when called on, being a team player in group work, avoiding English, 
staying awake and focused in class, not leaving the classroom during the 50-minute period, and 
bringing the required materials to class). Class participation includes coming to class prepared (i.e. 
completing all assignments), as well as checking email for announcements. 
 

Scale: (%) 
A=100-90 
B=89-80 
C=79-70 
D=69-60 
F=59-0 
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20% 
 
 
 

Übung und Vorbereitung (Practice and Preparation). 
Daily assignments will be completed outside of class. Assignments may come from the textbook, 
iLrn, or from worksheets (Arbeitsblätter) posted in CitLearn or distributed in class. Worksheets 
must be printed out, completed by hand and submitted in class. 
 

25% Projekte. Composition and Presentation assessments. Four projects, including in-class written and 
oral tasks, will be completed throughout the semester. The projects count as tests for this course 
and may not be missed. 
 

1. Profile: Create a textbook page for Welten featuring your profile and introduce yourself to 
the class. 

2. Bauhaus Apprenticeship 1: Principles of Design. Create a catalogue page for a student 
room that characterizes a Bauhaus or Jugendstil design by a famous German, Austrian or 
Swiss designer. Describe the design to the class in a contest.  

3. Bauhaus Apprenticeship 2: Design your own Bauhaus object as a gift for a family 
member. Use the Daniel Library Maker Space to produce a 3D model of your design and 
describe it in a marketing pitch to the class. 

4. Dialogue: Script a scene from the noteworthy silent film Der Student von Prague. Perform 
a live dubbing of your scene at an in-class film festival.  
 

20% Vokabeltests. Vocabulary tests will be given for each chapter. To prepare: memorize and review 
the vocabulary list for each chapter, and review the texts and activities introduced in class. 
Successful students use flash cards to study and begin studying on the first day of the chapter.  
ILrn provides flashcards, or, to learn faster, handwrite your own.                                            

 
10% 

 
Midterm Examen. A cumulative written exam reflecting content from the first half of the course 
and assessing reading, writing, listening, grammatical structures and cultural knowledge.  
 

3% Mündliche Prüfung (oral final): The oral final will evaluate your ability to sustain a simple 
conversation and appropriately assess formal/informal contexts in German. 
 

7% Semesterklausur (written final): Cumulative written exam, on the date scheduled by the college. 
Your professor is not permitted to reschedule exams. Plan your end-of-semester departure 
accordingly. 

 
 
Final Exam Date and Time 

Tuesday, May 5th, 2020:  8am  
Your professor is not permitted to reschedule final exams. Please plan your end-of-semester departure accordingly.     
 
Tips for successful language learning 
 

 Study daily to prepare, practice, and review material. Studying includes working on assignments, learning and 
practicing vocabulary and grammar, reading, listening to and speaking German.  
 

 Practice actively and often and practice speaking out loud as much as possible, both alone and with others. 
Meet with fellow classmates and with tutors outside of class time to practice speaking German. Visit the 
German conversation group downtown. Write to your Professor and stop by her office hours whenever you 
have questions. 
  

 Avoid translating from English to German. When students think in their native language first and then write or 
speak in German, nonsense usually results. Strive to think and write in the German that you have instead of 
trying to express yourself exactly as you would in your native language. Embrace the language; think within 
the language; practice talking around what you can’t yet say directly. 
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 Dealing with diverse language levels: Even beginner courses in German may contain students at different 

stages of their development as German learners. Productive class sessions will require a mutual show of 
respect, patience and good will. Keep in mind that the instructor does not compare students when assigning 
grades. 
 

 Try not to worry about making mistakes in class: we welcome mistakes as evidence of learning. Embrace 
speaking German as a new side of your identity, or a new role to play.  

 
 
 
General Course Policies 
 
Accessibility 
If you need accommodations in order to participate fully in this class, please contact Dr. Jane Warner in 103 
Thompson Hall at 843-953-6877 to schedule an appointment. Students should arrange an individual 
appointment with their professor to discuss accommodation needs during the first week of the semester, if 
possible. Source and further information: http://www.citadel.edu/root/ssc-disability-services 
 
Timely Submission of Assignments 
All assignments are listed on the Semesterplan below and are due on the date they are listed. Success in foreign 
language learning depends on regular study and preparation outside of class.  

• No late assignments will be accepted, except in extraordinary circumstances, such as emergencies, extended 
campus internet outages, and with approval from your professor. (Printer access, guard duty, training 
exercises, etc, do not qualify as extraordinary circumstances and should be planned for in advance)  

• In the case of planned, approved absences, assignments must be submitted in advance. 
 
Attendance  
Attendance is mandatory. Official Citadel attendance policy will be followed (White Book, 3.F, G, H). Students must 
notify the professor at least 24 hours in advance of any planned absence. Students must make an effort to reschedule 
guard duty when it conflicts with class. Students are responsible for the content of missed classes, and are advised to 
consult with classmates and/or the professor to catch up. Furthermore, "Cadets missing more than 20% of required 
attendance for each course my, at the discretion of the professor, receive a failing grade for that course" (Blue Book, 
2.3.2.2). 
 
Missed Tests  
Tests (project compositions and presentations) may not be missed due to guard duty. In the event of a planned 
approved absence (e.g. for sport, drill, etc), inform your professor in advance of the test to be missed. Failing to notify 
your professor in advance of missing a test, or missing a second test, may result in a grade of 0 for that test. In cases of 
illness or emergency, contact your professor as soon as possible. 

 
Immersion in German 
Use of English in the classroom will be limited in order to enhance learning through immersion. Students will be 
provided the language to ask questions and to request explanations in English. The professor is also available during 
office hours or via email to answer questions and provide additional help. 
 
Cell Phones and Electronic Devices 
Cell phones and electronic devices must be silenced and put away for class time. Texting or other use of electronic 
devices in class displays not only a visible lack of attention but also a lack of respect for your classmates, for your 
instructor, and for your learning environment, and therefore affects your participation grade. If you are experiencing a 
situation that requires you to be in constant electronic contact, please consult the professor regarding the best 
arrangement for you and your classmates.  
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Policy on Translations, Plagiarism and Extra Help 
 
Translation Programs 
Use of online translators, translation software, etc. is cheating.  
 
Dictionaries (Online and Offline) 
Dictionary use should be kept within limits when reading and used very cautiously when writing. Strive first to think in 
German and “talk around” the word you think you need. Resort to a dictionary only after attempting these strategies. 
Use of a dictionary to translate word-by-word will result in a nonsensical text. Follow your instructor’s lead on how to 
effectively and honestly use an online dictionary. 
  
Tutoring and extra help 
Professors Frenzel, Emm and Skow are available to help. You are also encouraged to seek out the German tutor at the 
Academic Support Center or any tutoring arranged by the German Program. Consult with your professor before 
seeking other forms of help. 
 
Academic Integrity 
All work submitted must be your own. Undocumented use of language that is not your own is cheating and includes 
language generated by online translation programs, google searches, native speakers, etc that is adopted without 
personalization or understanding. 
The Citadel’s Honor Manual and Honor Code apply to this course, and it is your responsibility to understand and abide 
by the letter and the spirit of the Code. Any incidences of plagiarism, cheating, or academic dishonesty in other forms, 
whether willful or negligent, will result in a failing grade and may be pursued as an honor violation.  
 

 

N.B. The Syllabus and Semesterplan are subject to change. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


