
 
Deutsch 302  -   Spring 2019      Advanced Composition 

MWF 8:00-8:50  Capers 212 
 Instructor:   Prof. Susanne Frenzel  

Office:          Capers 207 A                       
Office Hours: 
MW 10:00am – 10:50am  
         and by appointment 
Contact: sfrenzel@citadel.edu  
 
Course Description and Goals: 
Advanced Composition enhances students' communicative interactions in German. The emphasis on writing skills will be 
supported by work in the four additional areas of proficiency—listening, reading, speaking, and culture. Students will 
practice a variety of written forms from the formal to the creative, including letters, summaries, argumentative pieces and 
short stories. Ultimately, students will develop a portfolio that showcases and reflects on their progress over the semester. 
Successful participants will increase their precision and spontaneity in: 

• asking and answering questions on every-day subjects 
• describing past events and experiences 
• expressing opinions and reactions and making comparisons 
• expressing dreams, hopes, and ambitions 
• arguing a point and participating in a discussion 
• ethical reasoning in German 

 
Recommended Resources: 

• Rankin, Jamie and Larry D. Wells Handbuch zur deutschen Grammatik, 5th edition, New York:  Houghton Mifflin, 2011  
o A good online grammar review: http://www.dartmouth.edu/~german/Grammatik/Grammatik.html 
o A good online resource for German verb forms: http://www.verbformen.com/ 

• Zorach, Cecile and Charlotte Melin, 1994 English Grammar for Students of German, 3rd ed. Ann Arbor, MI: The Olivia and 
Hill Press.  

• A good German-English dictionary is indispensable.  
o A good on-line German-English dictionary: http://dict.tu-chemnitz.de 

 
Tips for successful language learning 

G For every hour of coursework, students should spend 2-3 hours studying. This will be most affectively applied to 
learning German if you can schedule at least an hour a day (at least 7 hours a week!) to spend working on 
assignments, studying vocabulary and grammar, reading, listening to and speaking German. Practice often and 
actively outside of class time.  

G Beyond coursework, consider meeting with fellow classmates and/or tutors outside of class time to practice 
speaking German. Write emails to your Professor in German and stop by her office to ask questions or chat in 
German. Practice speaking out loud as much as possible, both alone and with others. 

G Avoid translating from English to German! When students think in their native language first and then write or 
speak in German, nonsense usually results. Learn to think and write in the German that you have instead of trying 
to express yourself exactly as you would in your native language. Embrace the language; think within the 
language; practice circumlocution: talking around what you can’t say directly. 

G Try not to worry about making mistakes in class. Embrace learning and speaking German as a new side of your 
identity, or a new role to play.  

 
Assignments and Assessment 
Final Grade Breakdown: 

Participation        10% 
Written Work        20% 
Facebook Assignments       10% 
Vocabulary Tests                     15% 
Compositions        25% 
Portfolio and reflective introduction     10% 
Final Exam        10% 

 

Required Text in Hard Copy (no e-books): 
Stationen. Ein Kursbuch für die Mittelstufe. 3rd edition. 
Prisca Augustyn, and Nikolaus Euba. New York: Heinle, 
2015.  
 

Scale: (%) 
A=100-90 
B=89-80 
C=79-70 
D=69-60 
F=59-0 
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Assignment 

10% Teilnahme (Class Participation):  
Grades assigned for 4 periods of approx. 3 weeks each. 
Successful language learning depends on active class participation. Class participation includes 
coming to class prepared (i.e. with the appropriate materials and having completed all homework), as 
well as checking email and CitLearn for announcements and assignments. Your class 
participation grade will reflect your contributions during class (asking and answering questions, 
being prepared when called on, being a team player in group work and avoiding English) as well 
your conduct (being present and punctual, staying awake and focused in class, and not leaving the 
classroom during the 50-minute period.) 

20% 
 
 

Schriftliche Aufgaben (written work) 
Written assignments are found in the textbook (Stationen) and are to be completed as homework and 
turned in in class as scheduled on the Semesterplan below. 

10% Facebook-Aufgaben (Facebook assignments): 
Students will post “notes” (Notizen) and comment on those of other students in a course-specific 
Facebook community. Follow the instructions below for setting up a Facebook account and joining 
the German 302 course group. Assignments must be posted by class time on the date they are 
assigned. 

15% Vokabeltests (Vocabulary tests): 
There will be five vocabulary tests: one per “Station” (chapter). To prepare, make flashcards and 
begin learning vocabulary at the beginning of each chapter. To help with committing new words and 
phrases to memory, practice pronouncing vocabulary, using it in complete sentences, and make an 
effort to use chapter vocabulary during class. Vocabulary tests may not be missed due to guard 
duty. 

25% Aufsätze (Compositions): 
Each essay will consist of a prewriting assignment and three drafts. The first draft will be composed 
in class and returned with correction symbols. All marked errors must be corrected to create a second 
draft, which must be submitted with the marked-up version of the original essay attached. A third and 
final draft will be contained in the Dossier (Portfolio), along with all previous drafts, so save all 
drafts!  

10% Dossier mit reflektierender Einführung  (Final Portfolio and reflective introduction) 
Students will organize and resubmit essays from the course, including a final polished version of 
each essay.  The Dossier will also include a concise 250-word introduction in English reflecting on 
your achievements in the course. 

10% Abschlussexamen (Final written exam) 
A written exam to take place during the final exam period scheduled by the college. 

Final Exam Date and Time: (final portfolio due) 
• Friday, April 26th at 13:00 

Your Professor is not permitted to reschedule the final exam. Plan your travel accordingly. 
 
General Course Policies 
Attendance  
Attendance is mandatory. Official Citadel attendance policy will be followed:  Students must provide documentation of an 
effort to reschedule guard duty when it conflicts with class, and tests shall not be missed due to guard duty. Furthermore, 
for any student, “absences, whether excused or unexcused and in excess of 20% of the class meetings can, at the discretion 
of the professor, result in a grade of F in the course". 
 
Homework 
All homework is listed on the Semesterplan below and is due on the date it is listed.  
Remember: success in foreign language learning depends heavily on the time spent studying and preparing outside of class.  
No late homework will be accepted, except in extraordinary circumstances and by arrangement with your Professor. 
(Forgetting, printer problems, guard duty, training exercises, etc, do not qualify as extraordinary circumstances.)  
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In case of a planned absence, homework must be submitted in advance. 
  
Make-ups 
In the case of planned absences, requests to re-schedule a vocabulary test must be made in advance of the test to be 
missed. Tests may not be missed due to guard duty. In case of an emergency, contact your professor as soon as possible. 
 
Immersion in German 
No language other than German will be spoken during class time, unless the instructor explicitly allows a very rare English 
“time out.” The goal is to create a scenario of total immersion. Any questions in English should be posed after class or 
during office hours or via email. Everyone is highly encouraged to email questions to the instructor and to visit the 
instructor’s office hours to ask questions and discuss concerns. Contact the instructor immediately if you don’t understand 
new grammar topics, which will often be explained in German in class. 
 
Differing Language Abilities 
Third year courses in German usually contain students at different stages of their development as German 
speakers/writers/readers/listeners. Productive class sessions will require a mutual show of respect, patience and good 
will. Keep in mind that the instructor does not compare students when assigning grades. 
 
Cell Phones and Electronic Devices 
Use of personal electronic devices is not permitted during class, except when called for by the professor. Such devices 
include cell phones (including camera phones and smart phones), blackberries, pagers, tablet PCs, mobile presenters, 
wireless tablets, digital recorders, beepers, palms, IPods, MP3 players, texting calculators, digital cameras, and laptops. 
(This policy does not extend to medically necessary assistive devices and to approved emergency communications). 
Texting or otherwise working with your electronic devices in class displays not only a visible lack of attention but also a 
lack of respect for your classmates, for your instructor, and for your learning environment, and therefore affects your 
participation grade. If you are experiencing a situation that requires you to be in constant electronic contact, you should not 
be in the classroom and should make other arrangements with the instructor. 
 
Course Policy on Dictionaries, Translations and Extra Help: 

→ Dictionaries: Use traditional or online dictionaries to help you understand unfamiliar words or phrases.  Do not use 
them as a tool for translating. Do not look up every word when reading in German. When writing, use a dictionary to check 
gender and plurals of nouns, verb forms and spelling, but do not use it to translate your thoughts from English to German.  
When you must look up a crucial word, do not merely take the first German word listed. Make sure the word you choose is 
the right version of the word.  For instance, when you look up “paper”, do you mean “Aufsatz” (a written assignment) or 
“Papier” (the material you write on)? Double check the meaning of the German word you choose by looking it up in the 
other direction (German→ English). 
 
Translation Programs: Use of online translators, translation software, etc. is cheating and will not be tolerated.  
 
Tutoring and extra help:  Your professor is available to help. You are also encouraged to seek out the German tutor at the 
Writing and Learning Center. Consult with your professor before receiving help from anyone else. 
 
Cheating/Plagiarism: All work submitted must be your own. Use of language that is not your own is cheating and 
includes language produced by online translation programs, tutors, native speakers, etc. 

G  The Syllabus and Semesterplan are subject to change. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


