
GERM 304: Modern German Culture 
Instructor: Dr. K. Skow         skowobenausk@citadel.edu 
Office Hours: CA 223D  W 12:00-2:00; TTH 9:15-10:15; and by appointment 
 
Required Materials:  

Zwischendurch mal Landeskunde, Hueber Verlag, 2012 
 A German-English/English-German Dictionary (print) 
 Handouts on CitLearn 
 
Course Description:  
This course focusses on contemporary German culture in the context of its society, history, and institutions. Students will 
read and view authentic texts in preparation for class discussions. Communicative skills trained in this course include 
discussing and comparing as well as describing and interpreting texts, images, music, etc. both orally and in writing. The 
course centers on ten themes dealing with German culture, broadly defined. Vocabulary, idiom, and grammatical 
constructions will be reviewed (or introduced) and practiced throughout the semester.  
 
Learning Outcomes:  
Students will 
become familiar with various aspects of contemporary German society, politics, history, and culture.  
gain topic-specific vocabulary and increase familiarity with grammatical structures through regular reading of authentic 
texts-through guided in 
gain practice in giving reasons, voicing opinions, arguing, describing, and narrating in German through class discussion 
further the mechanics of writing in German through written assignments. 
exercise and develop critical thinking skills by analyzing, interpreting, and synthesizing information from texts and 
discussions.  
 
Course Format: 
In this course we will read/view, discuss, and present. In addition grammar and vocabulary will be acquired and practiced in 
class.  
 
Content/Topics: 
1. 1/9-1/18: Familie und Freunde 
2. 1/23-2/1: Schule und Ausbildung 
3. 2/4-2/8: Das Studium 
4. 2/11-2/15: Arbeit und Beruf 
5. 2/18-2/25: Natur und Umwelt 
6. 2/27-3/4: Reisen 
7. 3/6-3/3/27: Verkehr 
8. 3/27-3/29: Freizeit und Sport 
9. 4/5-4/10: Feste 
10. 4/12-4/22: Politik und Geschichte 
 

Grading:  

A:100-90; B:80-89; C: 70-79; D:60-69; F: < 60 

 
25% Preparation (written and oral homework, readings) 
15% Participation (taking part in discussions, asking and answering questions, coming to class prepared) 
15% Midterm 
15% Group Project 
15% Autobiography 
15% Final Exam 
 
Important Dates: 
1/21—MLK Junior Day (no classes held) 
3/6—Midterm 
3/11-3/15—Spring Break 
4/3—Group Project Due 
4/5—Student Excellence Day (no classes held) 
4/22—Autobiography Due 



Monday, 4/29 1-4 pm—Final Exam 
 
Attendance: 
Class attendance is mandatory. It is the student’s responsibility to arrive on time with the required materials. You are 
responsible for any material you miss due to an authorized absence. Material missed due to unauthorized absences may 
not be made up. In keeping with The Citadel’s policy, missing 20% or more of class meetings may result in an “F” in the 
course. 
 
Disability Policy: 
The Citadel complies with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act. Students with 
disabilities who seek accommodations must make their request through Student Disability Services in the Academic 
Support Center (117 Thompson Hall, 843-953-1820) to verify their eligibility and to identify appropriate accommodations. 
Students should speak to their professor(s) and also make requests for academic accommodations to Student Disability 
Services during the first three weeks of the semester, except for unusual circumstances, so we can ensure these 
accommodations and facilitate student success. 
 
Code of Conduct: 
For The Citadel’s Code of Conduct, please see:  
http://www.citadel.edu/root/images/policies/college-regulations.pdf 
 
Academic Integrity: 
Students will submit only their own work for evaluation in this course, unless specified by the instructor. Any materials 
quoted or paraphrased in a student’s work must be appropriately documented. All rules and stipulations of The Citadel’s 
Honor Manual and Honor Code apply to this course.  
The complete Honor Manual may be found at: http://www.citadel.edu/root/images/krause_center/honor-manual.pdf. 
The Honor Code can be found in the Course Catalogue: http://www.citadel.edu/root/images/academic_resources/sccc-
catalog.pdf. 
 

http://www.citadel.edu/root/images/policies/college-regulations.pdf
http://www.citadel.edu/root/images/krause_center/honor-manual.pdf
http://www.citadel.edu/root/images/academic_resources/sccc-catalog.pdf
http://www.citadel.edu/root/images/academic_resources/sccc-catalog.pdf

