
William T. (Tom) Trotter was the First Honor Graduate (B.S., 

Mathematics) of the class of 1965. Tom was a member of F 

Company, serving as Guidon Corporal, First Sergeant and then 

Battalion Executive Officer. Also, he was Editor-in-Chief of the 

Guidon, a member of the Roundtable and the Junior Sword Drill, and 

co-captain of the swimming team.  

After summer employment with NASA in Huntsville, Tom was 

awarded a NASA Fellowship at the University of Alabama, completing 

his Ph.D. in topology in 1969 and returning to The Citadel as an 

Assistant Professor in the fall of 1969. In 1971, Tom made a 

substantial change in research directions and began to tackle problems in combinatorial mathematics. 

On the basis of research advances made at an NSF summer conference in 1971, Tom was invited to 

Dartmouth College as a Visiting Assistant Professor for the 1972-73 academic year. In the fall of 1973, he 

moved to the University of South Carolina, where he advanced through the ranks and was named a 

Carolina Research Professor in 1985. He also served as Assistant Dean of the College of Sciences (1979-

85) and played a major role in the establishment of the Departments of Computer Science and Statistics.  

In 1987, Tom was recruited to Arizona State University, where he served as Professor and Chair of the 

Department of Mathematics (1987-91 and 1995-97), Vice Provost for Academic Affairs (2000-02), and 

was named Regents Professor in 1992. From 1991-94, he served as Director of Combinatorics and 

Optimization at Bellcore in Morristown, New Jersey. In 2002, Tom was recruited to the Georgia Institute 

of Technology as Professor and Chair of the School of Mathematics. His term as Chair ended in the 

summer of 2009 and he continues to serve as Professor of Mathematics.  

Throughout his career, Tom has maintained a very active research profile with more then 120 refereed 

journal publications and a very successful research monograph on partially ordered sets which is still a 

top seller after nearly two decades in print. Tom’s work has been consistently funded by grants from the 

National Science Foundation and the Department of Defense. He has served on numerous grant panels 

and review teams, and he has held several editorial positions, including eight years as Editor-in-Chief of 

Order. He has given about 150 invited lectures at international conferences, and at leading universities 

and national meetings in the US and abroad. Tom has supervised eight Ph.D. students and currently has 

three students working toward their degree under his supervision. Two will finish in spring of 2010, and 

one of them (Mitch Keller) has just received a Marshall Sherfield Fellowship for post-doctoral study in 

England. Mitch is the first mathematics Ph.D. to receive this fellowship.  

Tom and his wife Millie have three children, Laura, Russ and Matt. In his spare time, he loves to hit golf 

balls, continuing a life-time love affair with all things athletic. 


