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Citadel Psychology Department Thesis Manual 

Detailed Information on the Thesis 

 

The thesis project required of candidates for the Ed.S. degree in Psychology serves as the 
culmination of the research experience in this graduate program at The Citadel.  It provides 
candidates with an opportunity to integrate information and procedures acquired through course 
work, independent study, and practical experiences. 

The thesis is a research project which generally involves the experimental investigation 
of specific questions within the field of psychology.  The project results from one-on-one 
collaboration with a Citadel faculty member, the thesis advisor.  The thesis advisor provides 
guidance, feedback, criticism, and information to assist the student in the development of the 
project.  Students typically find the thesis project more rewarding if they choose an advisor 
whose interests correspond with the thesis topic (e.g., an area in which the advisor has published, 
or an area in which the advisor practices). 

Because thesis projects vary substantially, it is difficult to provide specific procedures 
that can be followed by all students.  This handbook is designed to give information pertinent to 
all projects (such as the format of the written product), and to provide suggestions for students 
who feel overwhelmed at the prospect of a thesis.  With that disclaimer in mind, all students are 
advised to study this document carefully and use it as a guide throughout the thesis process. 

Where to Begin 

 The first and most important step in the Thesis project is to select a Thesis Advisor from 
among the full time Citadel faculty. This may be a person you have known and liked from 
coursework, or may be someone you find your way to because of your shared research or clinical 
interests. You must meet with potential thesis advisors immediately upon entering the course and 
talk candidly with them about your needs and objectives for the project and their expectations. 
Besides discussing thesis topics, you might explore such issues as the advisor's preferences about 
meeting times and schedules, and the "goodness of fit" of your work style and theirs. With 
increasing numbers of thesis candidates needing advisors, faculty will be asked to limit 
themselves to a small number of students, more or less on a "first come first serve" and 
"goodness of fit" basis. Thus, it is crucial that you contact potential advisors and contract with 
one as early as possible. 

Once the students and faculty member have agreed to work on the thesis project, the 
thesis advisor and student work collaboratively to select the other members of the thesis 
committee.  The student may request specific faculty who will complete the committee, but the 
advisor has the responsibility for the final decision.  In addition to your advisor, you may have 
two committee members from the full-time Citadel Psychology faculty or one from the 
department full-time faculty and one qualified Doctoral level faculty member from another 
department or institution.   A specialist-level committee member can be utilized with permission 
from the Head of Department of Psychology.  However, please consider and talk with your 
advisor about the wisdom of listing an "outside" person as an official committee member. Such 
colleagues who may have expertise and/or a personal interest in the study could be invited to the 
proposal and final defense meetings and could collaborate on the project without being "official" 
committee members. All official committee members they must participate fully in the review 
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and meeting processes (processes which could be held up if a person is unavailable, or not 
viewing the project from the same perspective as the advisor).  

 
Role of the Thesis Advisor 
 

A.     Beginning the thesis. 

The thesis is meant to be a learning experience.  The teacher is the thesis advisor in a one 
to one relationship with the student.  The thesis advisor is expected to be acquainted with 
relevant literature and ideas in the area of the thesis topic.  He/she will offer the student an 
introduction to the general topic and provide guidance concerning the thesis process and product 
elements (see Appendix A).  This, however, in no way entails that the thesis advisor serves as the 
bibliographer of the thesis proposal or thesis.  Instead, the advisor provides only a beginning.  
When a preliminary draft of the proposal is given to the thesis advisor, he/she will read it 
promptly and provide feedback to the student using the Thesis Progress Report Form (see 
Appendix B).  Areas of comment may include the following: 

1. writing style - Is the grammar correct?  Is the writing clear? 

2. organization of ideas - Is the organization one which develops the necessary ideas or can a 
better organization be found?  Is the proposal (or thesis) sufficient to carry the message the 
student wants to convey? 

3. content of the literature review - Is the review of the literature reasonably complete?   Are 
studies from both supporting and contradictory views presented? 

 
4. research plan - Is the plan sound?  Could a better plan be devised?  Is the plan too narrow to 

qualify at the master’s level?  Is the plan too broad, or too grandiose?  Is there anything about 
the procedure or design that could present insurmountable problems?  Is pilot investigation 
indicated? 

 

After considering these and related issues, the advisor will meet with the student and 
provide appropriate feedback.  The more detailed and exacting the feedback, the better, as this 
can aid the student in writing an appreciably better paper than that submitted.  Subsequent drafts 
will be dealt with in the same manner.  When the thesis advisor is satisfied, the student will 
present the proposal or the thesis to the thesis committee.  The proposal is distributed to 
committee members at least one week before the date of the proposal meeting.  

 

B.  The Thesis Proposal. 

The thesis proposal conveys the plan of investigation for the thesis.  It forms the basis of 
the student’s thesis “contract” with the thesis committee (and, by extension, the Department).  
Included must be a clear statement of the problem(s) and hypothesis(es).  These problems and 
hypothesis(es) are built upon a careful and thorough review of the existing literature.  When 
appropriate, this review of the literature must include reliability and validation studies of tests 
used in the thesis research.  A justifiable basis for the rejection of a thesis proposal is the absence 
of literature support for the problem or for the instruments to be employed in the proposed 
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investigation.  The thesis proposal also must clearly and explicitly state hypothesis(es), 
procedures, and planned analyses; this will avoid misunderstanding at the thesis defense.  
Another very significant portion of the proposal is a description of the method to be used.  The 
Method section must include: a description of the participants; the research design being used; 
how the variables will be measured; a description of the validity and reliability studies which 
support the use of these measures.  Additional features of successful proposals are a description 
of the way data will be analyzed and a consideration of the meaning of possible outcomes.  A 
specific plan of analysis must be given.  Moreover, specific features of that analysis as it pertains 
to the hypotheses must be clearly noted and the implications of possible outcomes must be 
stated. 

An outline of the thesis proposal follows: 
 
Introduction:  A general statement of the problem to be investigated (generally 1-3 pages). 
 
Review of Literature: The literature relevant to the proposal is to be cited and organized to 
highlight the problem in question.  The most important studies relevant to the proposal will be 
cited.  Most frequently, considerably more will be read than cited.  The review of the literature is 
not limited to those studies supportive of the candidate’s viewpoints.  Rather, the literature that 
both supports and refutes the question are described. The Review of literature is written in past 
tense.  Length of this section is variable and depends on the amount of relevant literature.  Thesis 
advisors can help provide guidance regarding length and areas to be covered. 

Rationale and Hypothesis(es): A statement of the summary of the literature review with the 
accompanying hypothesis(es).  That is, why is the current research being proposed?  How does it 
contribute to knowledge in this particular area?  In what way is it unique?  Hypothesis(es) are 
stated in the present tense and are presented in the null or alternate form.  The form chosen is left 
to the discretion of the advisor. 

Method: This section will include participants, design of the investigation, measurement 
instruments, and procedure.  The procedure is a narrative account of how the experiment was 
conducted and what was expected of each participant in each experimental condition.  Validity 
and reliability studies for the measures used are also frequently cited in this section.  This section 
of the proposal is to be written in the future tense. 

Results: The plan of analysis is to be clearly indicated.  Just what analysis(es) are to be 
performed and with what data?  Just how are the hypothesis(es) tested?  Typically, the analysis 
for each hypothesis is clearly described. 

Discussion:  This section describes interpretation of possible results, including results different 
from those expected. 

References:  A complete listing of cited literature in APA style. 

Appendices:  May include copies of measures to be used and must include the Informed 
Consent document that will be signed by all human participants.   

The thesis proposal is to be typed, double-spaced.  The type quality must be easily readable. 

The material offered to the committee is intended to demonstrate of two things: 

1. The student clearly understands the issue underlying the proposed thesis  
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2.  The research plan is sufficient to attack a genuine issue within the thesis area. 

 
C.   The Research 
 Unless otherwise stipulated by the advisor, the student is solely responsible for the 
execution of the study, including recruitment of participants and data collection.  The advisor can 
provide assistance in problem-solving any difficulties that might arise as the project proceeds.  
 
Students must demonstrate knowledge of the ethical standards associated with conducting human 
participant research by completing an on-line examination.  The student must submit a certificate 
of completion to the instructor of Psychology 599 Thesis during the semester in which they are 
enrolled.  The examination and information about the certificate of completion can be found at: 
http://cme.nci.nih.gov 

Begin preparations for data collection to include completion and submission of an IRB form for 
approval of your research.  No data may be collected prior to the final approval of the IRB form-
-collection of data prior to approval of the IRB form will result in the dismissal of the thesis 
project and other possible consequences including a failing grade. IRB forms can be found on the 
School Psychology webpage or at www.citadel.edu/r3/faculty/useful/index.shtml. 
  
D.  The Thesis Committee 
 

Thesis committee members will review all proposals submitted to them.  They are to 
judge the proposal largely in terms of the adequacy of the plan.  However, they will also consider 
the student’s knowledge of the literature and will judge the proposed method and procedure.  At 
the proposal meeting the committee, by a process of question and answer based on the proposal, 
is to ascertain whether the student is ready to undertake the thesis by collecting salient data and 
reporting the outcome. 

E.  The Thesis Proposal Meeting 

With the approval of the thesis advisor, the student contacts the committee members to 
find an agreed-upon time for the Proposal Meeting.  Rooms for the meetings are scheduled 
through the Department secretary.  Thesis proposals must be submitted to all committee 
members at least one week prior to the scheduled meeting.   

At the latest, a student must present his/her thesis proposal by December 5th of the fall 
semester preceding internship, and prior to the submission of an application for an internship.   
Because applications for internship cannot be initiated before a thesis proposal meeting, the 
faculty highly recommends that students adhere to this date.  Deviating from this date could add 
one additional year to the student’s program of study.  Proposal meetings may be scheduled after 
December 5th with prior consent of the School Psychology faculty. Deadline extensions will be 
granted to those who provide documentation of adversity two weeks prior to the noted deadline. 
Any proposal meeting that must be held after December 5th must be approved by the School 
Psychology faculty. 
 

To request an extension for the thesis proposal meeting, the student must submit his/her 
reason(s) for the request in writing at least two weeks prior to the December 5th deadline.  Any 
student requesting an extension must submit a typed written letter that explicitly states the 
reason(s) for requesting an extension. The letter must be submitted to the Director of School 

http://cme.nci.nih.gov/
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Psychology Program two weeks prior to the December 5th deadline.  The extension letter must 
include a signature line for the Chairperson of the student’s Thesis Committee to sign before it is 
submitted for review.  The Director of School Psychology will schedule a meeting with the 
School Psychology faculty to review the request.  Once reviewed, the School Psychology faculty 
will approve or deny the student’s request by majority vote.  
 
An extension to propose or defend a thesis may be requested when adversity affects the student’s 
ability to complete the thesis project in a timely fashion. Hardships may include, but are not 
limited to, the following: 

 
A. Recent death of an immediate family member; 
B. Delayed progress resulting from a serious and prolonged personal illness; 
C. Delayed progress resulting from a serious and  prolonged illness of an immediate 

family member; 
D. Delayed progress resulting from the death or prolonged illness of the Chair of the 

student’s Thesis Committee; and 
E. Delayed progress resulting from an unexpected natural disaster (e.g., hurricane, 

tornado, earthquake, flood, lighting strike, house fire, etc.). 
 

The format of the thesis proposal meeting will vary from advisor to advisor.  Discuss the 
expectations and format with your advisor prior to the meeting.  In general, expect to be able to 
provide a concise description of your project, know your methodology, and be able to describe 
the statistical procedures you will be using to analyze the data collected. 

There are three possible outcomes of a thesis proposal meeting: (1) acceptance; (2) 
conditional acceptance, or; (3) rejection.  These are determined by majority vote of the 
committee.   

1) Acceptance: Once the proposal is accepted, the student cannot unilaterally alter the design 
and plan of research.  If the student does not follow through on the approved plan, the 
committee is at liberty to reject the thesis without regard to the amount of data collected or 
effort involved in the presented thesis.  If circumstances arise which require a change in 
design or procedure, the committee must be advised of the situation.  The committee must 
make a judgment of the appropriateness of possible changes, and this may require a second 
review of the proposed project. 

 
2) Conditional Acceptance: Acceptance can be conditional upon the student being able to 

meet certain conditions in the execution of the investigation or that other relevant data will 
be collected.  The Committee will provide these conditions and amendments in writing 
(Form B). A sufficient reason for conditional acceptance of a proposal would be that the 
student is not prepared at the time of the proposal presentation, or has not considered 
thoroughly the issues in the literature.  A subsequent proposal meeting may be suggested, or 
the committee might agree that the advisor and student could work together to resolve the 
concerns and/or changes.  The student will be apprised of the deficiencies and what is 
needed to remedy them.  Failing such remedy, the committee may suggest that the student 
pursue another thesis topic. 
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3) Rejection: Finally, of course, the committee can decide that the proposal is unacceptable.  
Indicated grounds for that decision would be the unsuitability of the problem or a poor 
research plan and procedure.  If a thesis proposal is rejected, a form (Form B) is filed by the 
advisor to document this action.   

 
These courses of action are available to the committee by majority vote.  
 
F. Thesis Form  

The overall form of the final thesis follows the guidelines described for the thesis proposal. The 
thesis must follow APA format with certain exceptions to be described (Consult Publication 
Manual of the American Psychological Association, 5th edition).  The thesis is to be double 
spaced throughout.  Abbreviations may be used, but consistent with good writing, only sparingly.  
Tables and graphs are to be sufficiently titled so that their contents are intelligible without 
reference to the text. 

Listed below are the required elements of the thesis in the order in which they appear in the 
document.   

1. Title page - the title of the thesis is presented in full, with student’s name followed by all 
Committee Members’ names, with the thesis advisor listed first. 

 
2. Abstract-Summary of the study and findings (maximum 150 words) 
 
3. Review of Literature - The salient literature is reviewed and discussed indicating the state of 

knowledge at the time prior to doing the thesis.  The literature review must be written in past 
tense. 

 
4. Rationale and Hypothesis(es) - The basis for the proposed hypothesis(es) and associated 

hypothesis(es) are presented.  The null hypothesis(es) or alternate hypothesis(es) to be tested 
are indicated.  Hypotheses are stated in the present tense. 

 

5. Method - a detailed description of design, instruments, and participants are presented.  A 
narrative account of the procedure is to be found here as well.  Past tense must be used in this 
section. 

 

6. Results - A detailed description of the findings is presented using past tense.  This includes 
findings both consistent and inconsistent with the hypothesis(es).  Analysis of the results is to 
be consistent with the currently best available methods and in accord with the proposal.  
Ordinarily, descriptive statistics are presented early in the result section.  Figures and tables, 
while optional, are strongly recommended to facilitate communication.  Figures and tables 
must be labeled so completely that they can be interpreted without reference to the text of the 
thesis. 

 
7. Discussion - the discussion describes the state of knowledge contingent upon the findings of 

the thesis.  Thus, this section integrates the literature, rationale and hypothesis(es), method, 
and results into a unified whole.  A definite statement is to be made about the acceptance or 
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rejection of the hypothesis(es) given the results.  Additionally, students must discuss issues 
or problems that might impose limitations on the findings.  The discussion can be regarded as 
complete when the state of knowledge, with accompanying uncertainties, is indicated with 
reference to the completed thesis. 

 
8. References - This list is to include all cited literature and must strictly follows APA style and 

format. 
 
9. Appendices - This section is to present supplementary data or information such as statements 

of consent, special questionnaires, data outside the purview of the main hypothesis(es), and 
description of participants where relevant. The general rule for placing numerical data in the 
appendix rather than the main body of the text is that the materials in the appendix do not 
relate specifically to the proposed hypothesis(es).  A further consideration would be that 
those data would add in a minor way to any conclusions rather than provide the basis for a 
conclusion by themselves. 

 
G.  Submission for Presentation 
 
 It is required that all students submit their thesis study to a professional meeting after it is 
pre-approved by the chair of their thesis committee. In many cases the "Call for Papers" for SC 
Psychological Association (SCPA), Southeastern Psychological Association (SEPA), or other 
meetings will come out with deadlines ahead of your thesis completion. For example, you may 
be working on a thesis draft to defend in May, but the call for SCPA papers may ask for a 100 
word abstract in January and a 15-page manuscript in March. It is fine, and in fact may be 
necessary, to send in a proposal ahead of a completed thesis and final defense. You must not 
send in a conference proposal for a study you have not yet had approved at the thesis proposal 
meeting. The format of your proposal and presentation will be dictated by the requirements of 
the conference. You must work with your advisor to prepare your presentation drafts. Typically 
your advisor and committee members will be co-authors on a presentation that is not strictly a 
"student paper" session. For SCPA you will submit your work as a student paper and list your 
advisor as your "faculty advisor" on the cover.   See the APA Publication Manual for research 
credit guidelines. 
 
H.  The Thesis Defense 
 

The student is responsible for scheduling the time and location of the thesis defense 
through the Department secretary.  As is the case with the initial proposal, it is to be strongly 
recommended that the student not undertake arrangements for the defense until the thesis advisor 
feels that the thesis is in proper shape for the defense.  This will only rarely be the case after the 
first draft.  Students can realistically expect to rewrite extensively. 

All students must present and defend their thesis by April 30th of the spring semester 
preceding internship. Thesis defenses may be scheduled after April 30th with prior consent of the 
School Psychology faculty.  Deadline extensions will be granted to those who provide 
documentation of adversity two weeks prior to the noted deadline. Any defense held after April 
30th must be approved by the School Psychology faculty.   

To request an extension for the thesis defense, the student must submit his/her reason(s) 



 10

for the request in writing at least two weeks prior to the April 30th deadline.  Any student 
requesting an extension must submit a typed written letter that explicitly states the reason(s) for 
requesting an extension. The letter must be submitted to the Director of School Psychology 
Program two weeks prior to the April 30th deadline.  The extension letter must include a 
signature line for the Chairperson of the student’s Thesis Committee to sign before it is 
submitted for review.  The Director of School Psychology will schedule a meeting with the 
School Psychology faculty to review the request.  Once reviewed, the School Psychology faculty 
will approve or deny the student’s request by majority vote.  
 
An extension to defend a thesis may be requested when adversity affects the student’s ability to 
complete the thesis project in a timely fashion. Hardship may include, but are not limited to, the 
following: 

 
A. Recent death of an immediate family member; 
B. Delayed progress resulting from a serious and prolonged personal illness; 
C. Delayed progress resulting from a serious and  prolonged illness of an immediate 

family member; 
D. Delayed progress resulting from the death or prolonged illness of the Chair of the 

student’s Thesis Committee; and 
E. Delayed progress resulting from an unexpected natural disaster (e.g., hurricane, 

tornado, earthquake, flood, lighting strike, house fire, etc.). 
 
All members of the thesis committee are to be given a copy of the thesis at least one week 

prior to the arranged date. Committee members are free to ask questions and discuss the study.  
The committee will come to a judgment about acceptance of the thesis at this time.  Three 
possible judgments can be made: 

  
1. The thesis is accepted subject to minor changes to be overseen by the thesis 
     advisor or a designated committee member. 
 
2. The thesis is conditionally accepted subject to major rewriting.  A subsequent thesis 

examination may be required, or the committee may leave it to the advisor or other 
committee member to see the changes through. 

 
3. The thesis is not accepted.  This most often occurs when the thesis plan and execution depart 

markedly from the proposal.  When this occurs, the contract established at the proposal 
meeting is forfeit. 

 
 The decision concerning thesis acceptance is by majority vote of the committee.  This 
judgment is based upon the significance in terms of problems, adequacy of literature coverage, 
soundness of research plan, treatment of results, and recognition of meaning of the findings.  If 
the thesis is accepted, a grade will be assigned to the thesis and its defense.  After the thesis has 
been approved, at least three cover pages are signed by both the advisor and department chair.  If 
a student wishes to have additional copies bound they must also supply the correct number of 
cover pages for signature.  The completed copies and cover sheets must be taken to the Library.  
One copy will remain in the Daniel Library; the student is also responsible for furnishing his/her 
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advisor and the Department with complete copies.  The student pays for the cost of binding for 
the advisor, Department, and any personal copies.  The Department will not consider the student 
as a graduate until a Department copy of the thesis is delivered to the Head, Department of 
Psychology. 

The thesis grade will only appear upon a student’s transcript when the thesis has been 
properly revised, has been submitted for presentation or publication, and has been submitted to 
the Daniel Library.  In the absence of a thesis grade, a student cannot begin Internship. 
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APPENDIX A 

THESIS 

PROCESS AND PRODUCT ELEMENTS FORM 
 
Process 
 
Objectivity in conceptualizing and conducting study                 
Empirically based/operationalized definitions     
Demonstrated adequacy of measurements 
Data gathering:  systematic, efficacious, defensible, and replicable                      
Recognition of and control for extraneous variables when applicable    
Hypothesis(ses) clear and parsimonious 
Adequate methodology to address hypothesis(ses)      
Open-mindedness to study results/explanations     
 Acknowledgement and  implementation of committee suggestions   
Timeliness in completing project as determined by committee and written deadlines                  
 Appropriate interpretation/generalization of results                                   
Awareness of ethical concerns of use of human subjects and data collection    
Awareness of ethical concerns of any future continuation of research                                     
Awareness of limitations of study                 
Awareness of implications and generalizability of study                
 
Product 
 
Literature review leads naturally to hypothesis   
Thesis well organized and flows logically from topic to topic 
Final thesis follows APA  Publication Manual                         
Final thesis follows Departmental guidelines for thesis (Handbook and committee guidelines)       
Organized presentation at proposal meeting 
Organized presentation at defense meeting    
Conciseness of oral presentation   
Professional demeanor at proposal and defense presentations                                    
Proper grammar and punctuation                    
Quality of defense copy of paper used as basis for defense           
Depth and breadth of responses to questions at defense     
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APPENDIX B 
THESIS PROGRESS REPORT 

CHECK LIST 
 

Thesis Progress Report 
Date:  
Students Name:  

 
Rating Key 

Acceptable =3 Minor revisions 
expected =2 

Major revisions expected =1 N/A  = Not 
Applicable 

 
Timeliness Ratings 

 1 2 3 n/a 
Establishing committee     
Timeliness in submitting drafts     
 Meeting established deadlines     
Submitting for presentation     
Meeting established proposal deadline     
Meeting established defense deadline     
     

 
Profits From Feedback 

 1 2 3 n/a 
Implementing recommended changes     
Generalizes recommended changes     
Recognizes stated time constraints & 
responds 

    

Takes initiative in moving thesis along     
     

 
Manuscript Development 

 1 2 3 n/a 
Outlined     
Organized     
Adequacy of literature review     
Awareness of implication(s) of study     
Proper grammar and punctuation     
Follows publication manual     
Placement and organization of 
tables/figures 

    

Placement of reference page     
Follows APA guidelines for quoting     
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Psychometrics/Research/Design/Methodology 

 1 2 3 n/a 
Adequacy of measurement techniques     
Adequacy of design     
Clarity of hypothesis     
Literature review leads naturally to 
hypothesis 

    

Data gathering techniques     
Determination of sample size     
Awareness of ethics for use of human 
subjects 

    

Reports effect size     
     

 
Result and Discussion 

 1 2 3 n/a 
Proper interpretation of statistical 
methods 

    

Awareness of limitations of study     
Addresses ethical concerns of study     
Reports effect size(s)     
Addresses generalization of results     
Proper interpretation of results     
Addresses implication of study     
Makes suggestions for future research     
     

 
Additional Comments and Suggestions: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________ 
Signature of Student: 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Signature of Faculty: 
____________________________________________________________________  
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THE CITADEL 

Charleston, South Carolina 

The Citadel Graduate College 

 

 

 

{TITLE OF THESIS-UPPER CASE}  

 

 

 

A Thesis Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements  
for the Degree of Specialist in Education  

 
 
 
 

 

{Your Name} 
 
 
 
 
 

College of Humanities and Social Sciences 
Department of Psychology 

School Psychology 
 

{Month, Year} 
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{Your  Name} 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THESIS COMMITTEE 
  

 
Thesis Chair  ___________________________ 

Kerry Lassiter, Ph.D. 
 

  

  
 Committee Member ___________________________ 

Timothy A. Hanchon, Ph.D. 
  
 
 
 
 Committee Member ___________________________ 

Mike Politano, Ph.D. 
 

 

 

Examination Date of Thesis ___________________________ 
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[EXAMPLE] 
 

Abstract 
{150 Word Abstract} 

School choice has become a hot topic for educators across the United States. Home schooling 

has become a popular alternative. Little research has been conducted to identify the reasons 

families choose to educate their own children. The current study found several reasons 

families choose to home school, including concern about morals, content of curriculum, and 

quality of education. The study also found that parents would consider enrolling their child in 

school when family circumstances required a change. Major areas of concern for parents 

included curriculum and instruction, peer group, and discipline. For parents with children 

identified with special needs, individual instruction and special education classes were also 

noted. With this information, school psychologists can work more effectively with families 

considering home schooling, those enrolling after previously home schooling, and currently 

home schooling families in the community, thereby building a partnership of trust, respect, 

and service that will benefit every child. 

 


