
Senior Parents! 
 
Graduation week will arrive in the blink of an eye, and we hope it will be a wonderful 
experience for you and your cadet.  To make sure there aren’t any surprises, we 
recommend having a conversation with your cadet that includes the following issues: 
 

 Are they on track for Graduation?  Your cadets should have met with their 
academic advisor this Fall and discussed their final semester.  Your cadet can 
compare the “credits earned” from their transcript (which they can retrieve from Lesesne 
Gateway) and the classes they will take during Spring semester with the Academic 
Maps for their Major.  Additionally, they can pull a “Degree Evaluation” from 
Lesesne Gateway which shows the necessary classes they must take in order to be 
eligible for graduation.  If they have any concerns, they should meet with their 
academic advisor when they return from furlough BEFORE classes begin. 
 

 How is the job search coming?   Spring also brings with it the excitement of job 
offers for those heading into the workforce.  The majority, 82% of our cadets, will 
have a job offer in hand or will be headed to graduate school (medicine, law) when 
they cross the stage in May.  If your cadets don’t have a career plan, we strongly 
recommend that you encourage them to visit Career Services.  A team is ready to 
support the bridge to employment and connect them with opportunities. You can 
visit the Career Service Center by clicking here. 

 

 Have they passed their Personal Fitness Assessment (PFA)?  Ask your cadets how 
they did on the Fall Semester PFA.  You can find the requirements for the test and 
the height/weight measurement here and on the Commandant’s Webpage.  The 
Spring Assessment, which Seniors must pass to participate in the Graduation 
Ceremony, will be held the week of 26 March.  Although we encourage a healthy 
lifestyle that includes a daily exercise regimen, we find some cadets fill their free 
time with other activities.  If you don’t see them working out over the break, ask 
them what their plan is to be in shape by March.  

  

 Cadet until after graduation!  Both you and your cadet have worked hard to get 
where you are today.  Remind your cadet that they are a cadet until after 
graduation.  Some of the toughest conversations I’ve had with parents is to tell them 
their cadet will not be participating in graduation because they did not obey the 
rules.  Make sure your cadet understands your expectations.  
 

 Finally, if you are looking for the perfect graduation gift for your cadet, we 
recommend that you consider giving them a lifetime membership in the Citadel 
Alumni Association.  We have one of the strongest associations in our nation and 
one that your cadet will participate in after graduation.  If purchased before 
Graduation, lifetime memberships cost $400 compared to the normal $700 ($500 if 
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purchased within the first year after graduation).  For more information on 
memberships, please visit the CAA’s website.    

 
The senior cadet’s Spring semester has the potential to be the best time of their Citadel 
career.  As their primary advisor, you play an important role in making that potential a 
reality.  We hope the information provided helps with those important conversations.  
If you need more information, please contact us by phone at 843-953-6088 or by email at 
parents@citadel.edu.  
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