
and give them back to the ser-

vice.” 

Clark adds that “These are 

Challenging times. Our nation 

is at war. As a parent myself, I 

am aware these kids will go to 

combat after graduation. Our 

freedom is not free. Do not 

second guess the decision of 

why you brought your children 

to The Citadel. We are at 

exactly the right place and 

time that we are supposed to 

be, serving our country.” 

As with every military unit, 

there comes a time when com-

mand changes and a new of-

ficer is welcomed aboard. This 

year the NROTC unit was 

fortunate enough to welcome 

Col. Thomas S. Clark III, 

USMC as the new Command-

ing Officer. He comes to the 

unit with 26 years of experi-

ence in the Marine Corps and 

Naval Aviation and a new 

philosophy of command.  

Clark‟s goals and expectations 

include maintaining the quality 

and value of training given to 

midshipman as they graduate 

and commission in the Navy 

and Marine Corps while apply-

ing the philosophy of “work 

hard, play hard, and do the 

right thing” in everything  they 

do. In addition, Clark hopes to 

see even more interaction 

between cadets, Marine En-

listed Commissioning Educa-

tion Program and officer can-

didates. 

Clark feels that training in 

leadership is absolutely es-

sential.  He says that The 

Citadel provides a leadership 

laboratory in which cadets 

can learn the different styles 

and techniques of leadership 

and to disregard those that 

do not apply to life in the 

fleet. 

In 1981, Clark answered his 

call to service and joined the 

Corps of Cadets at The Cita-

del with the Class of „85.  

“I wanted the challenge of 

doing something reward-

ing,” Clark says about his 

decision to attend The Cita-

del. The decision to return 

to the college was one de-

cided with his family. Clark 

said becoming the com-

manding officer of the 

NROTC unit gave him “an 

opportunity to come to 

Charleston and take lessons 

learned in the Marine Corps 

CHANGE OF COMMAND 

The NROTC unit was very 
fortunate this semester to 
be visited by the current 
superintendent of the U.S 
Naval Academy, Vice Ad-
miral Michael H. Miller. He 
spoke to the midshipmen 
about his experiences early 
in life that helped motivate 

him to a successful career.  
Miller shared experiences 
from his career and his ten-
ure at the Naval Academy. 
He stressed to the cadets to 
learn from their mistakes 
now, so they can succeed 
later on in their careers. 
Miller pointed out the im-

portance of education and 
honor in both The Citadel 
and the Naval Academy, as 
well as in the fleet. 

Miller currently serves as 
the 61st superintendent of 
the U.S. Naval Academy. 
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while summer of our OCs 
have enjoyed as many as 18 
years in the Navy before re-
porting to this command.  
Cadets and OCs alike thrive 
in the challenging academic 
and military atmosphere that 
is The Citadel.  We engage in 
physical training throughout 
the week and spend each 
Thursday engaged in training 
pertinent to commissioning in 
the U.S. Naval Service. 

Each year we commission 
cadets and OCs into the sur-
face warfare, aviation, subma-
rine, and special forces com-
munities.  With a strong 
foundation and moral and 
ethical training, our graduates 
go out into the Navy ready 
and willing to lead sailors in 
the defense of our nation. 

This year the unit welcomed a 
new Commanding Officer, 
Col. Thomas S. Clark III, 
Citadel Class of 1985.  Under 
his leadership the NROTC 

I am Midshipman Alexander 
Morgan, the battalion com-
mander of The Citadel Naval 
ROTC Unit, and I am excited 
to welcome you to our first 
newsletter for the unit.  As 
you read, I hope you will take 
time to get know the culture 
of the Navy and Marine units 
on campus and I am particu-
larly excited to introduce you 
to our program.   

Each year we receive cadets 
as midshipman and active 
duty sailors as officer candi-
dates (OCs) into our training 
program.  For many of the 
midshipmen, it is their first 
experience with the Navy, 

unit is looking forward to a 
great future under the com-
mand philosophy “Work 
hard, play hard, and do the 
right thing.”   

Under his direction a personal 
point of emphasis for me as 
the battalion commander is a 
greater involvement in com-
munity service around the 
Charleston area, which gives 
our cadets and OCs an oppor-
tunity to serve their commu-
nity while learning the value 
of preserving our nation‟s 
history and giving back to the 
future of our country.  The 
NROTC unit is currently 
engaged in community ser-
vice with Patriots Point and 
the North Charleston Military 
Magnet on a weekly basis. 

Of course, the unit is main-
taining the basic standards of 
excellence in physical fitness 
and academics.  For those 
aspiring to go into the special 
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The Citadel NROTC Marine 
Unit is a rigorous program 
dedicated to training and pre-
paring cadets for a future ca-
reer as an officer in the U.S. 
Marine Corps. The focus is to 
provide a well-rounded edu-
cation in the introduction of 
the basics of the Marine 
Corps. Cadets learn a wide 
variety of skills, including 
land navigation techniques, 
combat formations and pa-
trols, and working at fire-
team, squad, and platoon 

levels. The unit also engages 
in the strenuous preparation 
of cadets for Officer Candi-
dates School and for The Basic 
School. 

Participation in the unit cor-
responds with the mission of 
The Citadel. The unit places a 
strong emphasis on academ-
ics, and continues to promote 
and define the values of hon-
or, duty, and respect. 

Through the physical training 

program based off events in 
the Marine Corps, the unit 
also challenges cadets‟ physi-
cal and mental endurance. 

The young men and women 
that are apart of both the 
Corps of Cadets and the Ma-
rine unit graduate to find 
themselves strongly prepared 
for both the rigors of the Ma-
rine Corps as well as for the 
reality of the world outside 
The Citadel‟s walls. 

FROM MIDN COLEGROVE , MARINE COMPANY COMMANDER ,  

FROM MIDN MORGAN , NAVY BATTATLION COMMANDER 

forces, the pre-SEAL 
division has updated its 
workouts with the athlet-
ic trainers in Deas Hall, 
taking their workout 
plans to a whole new 
level of professional train-
ing. 

On the academic side, 
our cadets and OCs con-
tinue to thrive in the rig-
orous academic environ-
ment whether they are 
engineering majors or 
English majors.  We are 
excited to field a diverse 
group of graduates each 
year who commission 
into the U.S. Naval ser-
vice and I am proud to 
count myself a member a 
unit with a strong reputa-
tion for producing out-
standing Naval leaders. 



Twice a semester, the Navy 
ROTC unit becomes hands 
on in their training to prepare 
the midshipmen to go into the 
fleet at the end of their col-
lege career. For the latest 
Field Training Exercise (FTX) 
weekend, the unit broke into 
three different groups. 

The members of VMFA 251 
in Beaufort, S.C., hosted sen-
ior aviation-select midship-
man for their FTX. The mid-
shipman were able to view an 
F-18 static display and fly the 
same aircraft on simulator. 
Midshipman John Tousignant 
said, "It was awesome to be 
able to see the F-18 Hornet 
up close and have the oppor-
tunity to fly one in a simula-
tor."  

The seniors went to the ready 
room and talked with the 
Marine Aviators and ate lunch 
in the base O-Club.  

Officer candidates and non-
aviation seniors conducted 
training aboard The USS 
Yorktown museum, which  
opened their doors for the 
Navy Unit. Midshipman re-
ceived training in firefighting, 
force protection, damage 
control, first aid and CPR and 
a walkthrough of a Cold War-
era submarine. In each sta-
tion, the midshipmen go 
through hands-on training to 
learn each basic skill that they 
will need when they enter the 
fleet.  

Junior year, midshipman 

must become qualified in 
sailing and get their Skipper B 
qualification. On Saturday 
morning, the juniors reported 
to Short Stay where they 
were introduced to sailing, 
rigging and the basics of put-
ting the sail boats in the wa-
ter. After spending time on 
the water, the group helped 
the staff at Short Stay out with 
some volunteer work. 

To finish off the weekend on 
Sunday, all of the senior mid-
shipmen toured the USS 
Vicksburg.  During their 
tour, the midshipmen were 
able to view the weapon sys-
tems, the bridge, combat, 
wardroom and officer state-
rooms. 

NAVY FTX I 

MARINE CORPS FTX I 

headed back to the bivouac site 
to set up camp for the night. 

At 0400, the Citadel Marines 
awoke. One hour later, they 
stepped off into the dark 
morning to complete an eight-
mile march with gear around 
the weapons station. 

After the march, the company 
received another brief from a 
U.S. Navy Corpsman about 
Combat Life Support (CLS)
and highlighted the necessity 
of it as an officer. The brief 
continued with descriptions of 
different medical gear, and 
even a demonstration on how 
to use a tourniquet. “It was 
useful to get an insight as to 
when CLS is used”, according 
to Midshipman Patrick Kolb, 
“and especially, why it‟s im-
portant during combat.” 

The Citadel Marines FTX con-
cluded with a large land navi-
gation course set up through 
the surrounding area. To get 
an idea of the terrain sur-
rounding them a large sand 
table was constructed and a 
short brief was given by ME-
CEP Staff Sgt. Jankowski. 
Once class was over, the fu-
ture officers stepped off in 
pairs, maps and compasses in 
hand, searching for their given 
points. “Land Nav is always 
good to know,” said Midship-
man Chris Schnackenberg, 
“it‟s something you truly need 
in preparation for OCS, and in 
the fleet.” That afternoon the 
Marine unit departed the Na-
val Weapons Station. 

On a humid fall evening, the 
Citadel Marines departed cam-
pus for Naval Weapons Station 
Charleston to begin their first 
FTX. In true Marine Corps 
fashion, the company arrived 
and immediately began their 
training with a brief by Marine 
Enlisted Commissioning Edu-
cation Program (MECEP) Staff 
Sgt. Sieminec. The focus was 
to learn the basics of cover and 
concealment, including a how-
to in setting up a two-man 
fighting in, which had the Ma-
rine Unit digging their very 
own fighting holes, complete 
with sandbags. Midshipman 
Gabrielle  Stokes said, “It was 
a good way to learn how to 
work together in dealing with 
a newly learned skill.”  

Once the fighting holes were 
almost complete, the company 

"IT WAS 

AWESOME TO BE 
ABLE TO SEE THE 

F-18 HORNET UP 

CLOSE AND 
HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO 

FLY ONE IN A 

SIMULATOR.” 
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Fantail of USS Vicksburg (CG 69) 



Once a cadet accepts a schol-
arship and a contract with the 
Navy, they look forward to 
training over the summer as 
the beginning of their real 
world Fleet Experience. 
From CORTRAMID, an in-
troduction into the different 
warfare communities after 
freshman year, to FOREX, a 
special summer cruise where 
senior midshipman are given 
the opportunity to spend time 
with another country‟s navy, 
each midshipman has the 
unique opportunity to learn 
important skills needed as a 
Junior Officer in the Navy. 

During CORTRAMID, Mid-
shipman take four weeks go-
ing through each of the availa-
ble communities. They spent 
a week each learning about 
aviation, getting underway on 
a surface ship, learning about 
nuclear power and undersea 
warfare and learning what life 

is like as a Marine. 

The second-class midshipman 
get to pick a specific commu-
nity in which they would like 
to learn more about. They  
choose if they want to go on 
an aviation, surface warfare or 
submarine cruise. Each cruise 
can last anywhere between 
two weeks to a month. Dur-
ing this cruise, midshipmen 
are fully immersed in their 
community while following 
an enlisted sailor 

The summer training be-
tween junior and senior year 
is known as the First Class 
Cruise, and it is the last train-
ing opportunity for the mid-
shipmen before they commis-
sion at the end of their senior 
year. The selection offered to 
midshipman for this cruise is 
very similar to the previous 
summer training but being 
allowed to take part in SEAL 
and EOD cruises. During this 

first-class cruise, midshipmen 
also follow a junior officer in 
order to learn more about 
what they will be doing in a 
year. 

Midshipman Jordan Smith had 
a unique opportunity on his 
First Class Cruise. He took 
part in the midshipman For-
eign Exchange program. For 
two-and-a-half weeks, mid-
shipman from colleges and 
universities across the United 
States traveled around Japan 
learning about Japanese cul-
ture and their Self-Defense 
Force. During his time there, 
Smith also visited many of the 
famous landmarks of Japan 
and had the opportunity to 
stay aboard a Japanese De-
stroyer JS Harusame (DD 
102).  

 

Sailing has become more than 
a required 2nd class training 
event for the unit. In their 
first appearance as a team at 
the University of South Caro-
lina NROTC Collegiate Invi-
tational Regatta, The Citadel 
NROTC sailing team earned a 
second place finish in compe-
tition Sept. 17-19, 2011.  

MIDN Nathan Fultz, Greg 
Smith, John Tousignant and 
Officer Candidates Landon 
Stultz and Michael Lacey 
sailed for The Citadel.  

SUMMER CRUISE 

SAILING 
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“The sailing program 
has allowed us to 
learn basic knowledge 
of boating and han-
dling ourselves on the 
water. Competing, 
though, allows us to 

put what we have to 
the test.” 

— MIDN Fultz 
The Citadel, NROTC Sailing Team (L to R): 

MIDN G. Smith, MIDN N. Fultz, OC Lacey, MIDN, J. Tousigant, OC Stultz 



The Citadel NROTC would like to welcome aboard all Navy and Marine Corps Option 4-year Na-
tional Scholarship Midshipman, Advanced Standing Midshipman, Officer Candidates, and Marine 
Enlisted Commissioning Education Program Marines. 

MECEPs 

Sgt. Letterle 

Staff Sgt. Vigil 

Sgt. Rocha 

Sgt. Szemple 

Officer Canidates 

OC Walken 

OC Delosantos 

OC Slappe 

OC Lowry 

OC Scarbourgh 

OC Allen 

OC Stevens 

OC Hall 

OC Grenda 

OC Scally 

Navy-Option Midshipman 

MIDN McCall 

MIDN K. KirkPatrick 

MIDN Drennen 

MIDN Debruhl 

MIDN Caporale 

MIDN Cowart 

MIDN Guerry 

MIDN Diefenbach 

MIDN Davalos 

MIDN Todd 

MIDN C. Kirkpatick 

WELCOME ABOARD !  
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New Officer Candidates and Navy Midshipman 

New MECEPs and Marine Midshipman 

Marine-Option Midshipman 

MIDN Wint 

MIDN Stratton 

MIDN Nuss 

MIDN Hauptman 

MIDN Carey 

MIDN Lancaster 

MIDN Eteve 

MIDN Els 

 



 

Thousands of visitors every year 
pass into the towering hull of the 
U.S.S. Yorktown where they are 
inspired by its history, service and 
sacrifice.  Commissioned late in 
World War II, the ship earned 11 
battle stars and the Presidential 
Unit Citation.  After World War II, 
the Yorktown was modernized to 
prepare for contemporary threats.  
Although the Yorktown did not see 
combat in Korea, it made a come-
back during the Vietnam War 
where it earned five more battle 
stars.  In retirement, the Yorktown 
now sits in Charleston harbor not 
far from the Arthur Ravenel 
Bridge.  Throughout 27 years of 
service, the Yorktown, which was 
nicknamed the Fighting Lady, 
fought valiantly, but today the aging 
ship faces a new battle.  

 Since docking at Patriots Point in 
1974, the Yorktown‟s hull has set-
tled into 26 feet of Charleston mud 
and it is battling severe corrosion.  
According to the Post and Courier, 
the U.S. Navy has called an estimat-
ed $100 million in repairs.  When 
the Navy donated the ship to Patri-
ot‟s Point, the museum agreed to 
undertake the financial burden of 
maintenance and possible disposal 
of the carrier, but the financial 
burden has become too great for 
Patriot‟s Point to bear alone.   

In the 2009-2010 academic year, 
then senior Officer Candidate Josh-
ua Bergeron decided that as a new 
generation of sailors, the members 
of the unit should take the initiative 
to help save the monument.  As an 
officer candidate, Bergeron was 
participating in the Seaman to Ad-
miral-21 Program, also known as 
STA-21, which is a commissioning 
program for enlisted sailors, allow-
ing them to take classes alongside 
cadets while remaining on active 
duty. 

Bergeron contacted Patriots Point 
Events Coordinator Bobby 

Kotlowski to organize the cadet 
participation on the Yorktown.  
Since the inception of this volun-
teer program, midshipmen and 
officer candidates have spent 
more than 3,700 man-hours 
restoring the ship. 

The work is not glamorous.  
Kotlowski first assigned the vol-
unteers to forecastle restoration, 
an area in the bow of the ship 
below the flight deck.  Cadets 
worked in the hot, dusty com-
partment with the sound of 
scraping and then the smell of 
paint. 

“That area of the ship used to be 
on tour, but it was in such disre-
pair that it had to be closed. The 
space was important to the en-
listed sailors, so it was a real 
shame to see it close.  Until the 
cadets came along, no one had 
been in there for years.  The 
forecastle still is not on the main 
tour, but now that they have 
primed it, painted it, and shined 
it, we hope to open it back up to 
the general public in the future,” 
Kotlowski said. 

The volunteers, who labored 
every Thursday afternoon for 
several weeks, were excited 
about the work they began, and 
Patriots Point was thrilled with 
their progress and happy to give 
them more responsibilities, thus 
beginning an ongoing program of 
service. 

“Each Thursday, my staff asks for 
the midshipmen and officer can-
didates,” said Kotlowski.  “It has 
been an honor to have these 
future officers out here preserv-
ing our Naval tradition.”   

After Bergeron graduated and 
commissioned, Officer Candi-
date Steven Hucks has become 
the lead on the volunteer mis-
sion. Under Hucks‟ leadership, 
the unit restored the forecastle, 

helped in the restoration of the 
flight deck, prepared the camp-
ing area for Civil War re-
enactments and even began re-
storing the A-3 jet that sits 
aboard the flight deck. 

The plans for this year include 
work on the restoration of the F-
14.  Like all of the volunteers 
involved, Hucks is proud of the 
work they have accomplished in 
such a short amount of time. 

 "I think this project has been 
great for everyone involved.  It 
gets our unit out in the commu-
nity, not only performing com-
munity service, but also preserv-
ing part of our Naval heritage," 
said Hucks. 

The work performed by the 
cadets saved Patriots Point more 
than $100,000 in labor costs and 
invigorated the partnership be-
tween Patriots Point and the 
NROTC unit.  Each semester, 
the officer candidates and mid-
shipmen conduct field training 
exercises aboard the Yorktown, 
something that Kotlowski says 
they would not have been able to 
offer to the unit had they not 
been so giving of their time and 
energy.  

Typical training includes a tour 
of the engineering spaces, force 
protection exercises and naviga-
tion training.  After the officer 
candidates, who usually act as 
instructors, complete the train-
ing with the midshipmen, both 
groups partner up to conduct 
training and give tours to the 
Boy Scouts and members of the 
public.  Although the NROTC 
unit cannot completely restore 
the noble ship that graces the 
Charleston Harbor, their efforts 

(Continued on page 8) 
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ACCORDING 

TO THE POST 

AND COURIER , 

THE U.S. NAVY 

HAS CALLED AN 

ESTIMATED 

$100 MILLION 

IN REPAIRS . 
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It is the Commanding Officer‟s intention that the training provided at this 

command will produce commissioned officers for service in the Navy and 

Marine Corps that possess the requisite skills for success in the Fleet 

and Operating Forces.  Training will be mandatory for all scholarship 

and college program participants, Seaman-to-Admiral 21 (STA-21) and Marine 

Enlisted Commissioning Education Program (MECEP) 

participants.  Those students attending The Citadel or local colleges 

and universities and are members of the Platoon Leaders Class (PLC), 

Officer Candidates Course (OCC), Navy Baccalaureate Degree Completion 

Program (BDCP) or Nuclear Propulsion Officer Candidate Program (NUPOC) 

are welcome and highly encouraged to participate in our training.  It is 

the Commander's Intent to provide comprehensive and flexible training 

opportunities for anyone in the Lowcountry who demonstrates the desire 

to become a Naval or Marine Corps officer. 

For any questions, comments, or correspondence, contact information is provided 

below. 

Lt. Ritarsha Furqan, Senior Naval Instructor 

rfurqan@citadel.edu 

(843) 953-9153 

NROTC Unit, The Citadel 
Jenkins Hall 

171 Moultrie Street 
Charleston, SC 29409 

 

HONOR, COURAGE, COMMITMENT 

"NON SIBI SED PATRIAE" 

NROTC UNIT ,  

THE C ITADEL 

have saved Patriots Point money 
and extended the life of the  

aircraft carrier.  In addition, the 
partnership between the NROTC 
unit and Patriots Point has opened 
the avenue for training that will 
help prepare midshipmen and 
officer candidates for their future 
as officers in the Navy.   

Kotlowski, a retired Marine 
Corps sergeant major, was im-
pressed with the cadets‟ commit-
ment. 

“I spent 30 years in the Marine 
Corps, much of it training offic-
ers.  For them to come here and 
give up their time speaks volumes 
for them as future officers.  By 

(Continued from page 6) doing this work, they get to see what 
the enlisted men do every day and 
that will only leave them better pre-
pared to serve as officers in the 
fleet,” he said.   

The partnership between the 
NROTC unit and Patriots Point, not 
only honors the former sailors who 
served on the Yorktown, it also 
serves to as a lesson to the cadets 
about the importance of making a 
difference.  Through their efforts, 
thousands of visitors are able to 
come to the Yorktown every year 
and learn about the value of service 
and sacrifice. 

 

PATRIOT ’S POINT 

 

  

Stay up date 
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