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Scale 

A=100-90 

B=89-80 

C=79-70 

D=69-60 

F=59-0 

GERM 302 – Advanced Composition – Frühling 2010  

MWF 11:00-11:50; Capers 213 

 

Instructor: Dr. Amy Emm 

Office: Capers 223A 

Office Hours: MW 14.00-16.00 and by appointment 

Contact: 953-5020; amy.emm@citadel.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Description and Goals 

This course focuses on advanced writing skills in German. The focus on writing skills will be supported by work with 

reading, speaking and listening, and culture, as well as review of grammatical structures.  Students will practice a variety 

of written forms from the formal to the creative, including letters, summaries, reviews and short stories. Ultimately, 

students will develop a portfolio that showcases and reflects on their progress over the semester. 

 

Expectations 
Participation  

Successful language learning depends on active class participation, which includes coming to class prepared.  

Participation grades will be assigned bi-weekly. Needless to say, if you aren’t in class, you can’t earn participation points. 

See the Participation Rubric on Blackboard for more information. 

 

Attendance 

After 2 missed classes (excused or unexcused), participation points will be lost for each successive absence.  Absences 

will be counted starting the 3rd class meeting. Official Citadel policy will be followed:  "For any student, absences, 

whether authorized or unauthorized, in excess of 20% of the meetings of a particular course can, at the discretion of the 

professor, result in a grade of F in that course" (Bulletin of the Citadel). 

 
Multimedia 

Blackboard and email will be used regularly for course updates, assignments, and communication.  Students are required 

to check email and log into Blackboard at least once a day. 

  

Homework:  

Your success in learning German depends heavily on the time spent studying and preparing outside of class. All 

homework is listed on the Semesterplan (TBA).  See the Assignment Key below for guidelines on specific assignments. 

 

 No late homework will be accepted, except in extraordinary circumstances and by arrangement with  

your Professor. (Forgetting, printer problems, guard duty, drill etc, do not qualify as extraordinary 

circumstances.)  Your two lowest homework grades will be dropped. 

 

 Make ups:   

 All work submitted must be your own.  Use of online translation programs is cheating.  Faculty and 

tutors are available to help.  If you seek help from anyone, inform the instructor before doing so.  

 

Final Grade:  Participation 20% Homework 25% Writing Assignments 35%        Portfolio 15% 

 

 

 All work submitted must be your own.  Use of online translation programs is cheating.  Prof. Emm and Prof. Skow are 

available to help.  Consult with your instructor before seeking help from anyone else. 

 

The Syllabus and Semesterplan are subject to change. 

Required Texts:  

1. Developing Writing Skills in German (2006). 

2. EM. Übungsgrammatik: Deutsch als Fremdsprache (2002). 
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  Assignment Key and Guide 
 
K Kursbuch: Readings, vocabulary exercises and writing activities  

assigned out of the textbook.  Further instructions will be posted in  
blackboard when applicable. 

 
Ü Übungsgrammatik:  Grammar topics will be assigned for review and  

practice.  Assignments are to be completed and then corrected in a  
different colored pen before they are turned in as indicated on the  
“Semesterplan”.    

 
  A writing assignment.  These assignments must be typed and double  

spaced.  
 
 A corrected writing assignment is due.  The corrected assignment must be  

typed, double spaced, and stapled to the original. Corrections are  
required and are graded separately from the original essay.  

 
  Blackboard.  Information or an assignment posted in Blackboard. 
 

  Schreibwerkstatt.  An in-class writing and peer-editing workshop.  

 
 Portfolio: At the end of the course, each student must submit their 

collected writings from the semester in a bound portfolio that includes a 
reflective introduction in German.  The introduction should be at least 2 
pages long in 12pt font, double spaced with 1 inch margins.  In it, the 
student should reflect on their personal progress throughout the course, 
what they have learned, and what they still need to work on, as 
represented by their collected writings. 


