
Deutsch 301 ▪ Fall 2013 

Advanced Conversation 

MWF 8:00-8:50; Capers 207 

 

Instructor: Professor Frenzel 

Office: Capers 207A 

Office Hours: MWF 9-9:50am and by appt. 

Contact: sfrenzel@citadel.edu 

 

Course Description and Goals: 

Advanced Conversation enhances students' communicative interactions in German.  The course 

emphasizes speaking and listening skills, and draws inspiration for conversation from cultural writing and 

reading activities. Participants will review and expand their vocabulary on the topics of family, 

professional life, leisure, education, celebrations, and film. The course also reviews and introduces 

selected grammar topics with the goal of enhancing conversational accuracy and flexibility. Participants 

will practice oral communication in diverse media and formats, including telephony, role-play and video. 

Successful participants will increase their spontaneity, precision, and confidence in speaking German. 

 

Assignments and Assessment 

% of final 

course grade 
Assignment 

20% Teilnahme (Class Participation):  

Grades assigned for 4 periods of approx. 3 weeks each. 

Successful language learning depends on active class participation. Class participation includes coming 

to class prepared (i.e. completing all homework), as well as checking email and CitLearn for 

announcements and assignments. Your class participation grade will reflect your contributions during 

class (answering questions, being prepared when called on, being a team player in group work, asking 

questions, and avoiding English) as well your conduct (being present and punctual, staying awake and 

focused in class, and not leaving the classroom during the 50-minute period). 

10% Kursbuch (Textbook) homework: 

An assignment in “em”.  Complete as scheduled on the syllabus.  These assignments will be graded by 

the instructor: accuracy counts. 

10% Arbeitsbuch (Workbook) homework: 

Complete the exercises on your own, then correct your work in a different colored pen and turn it in on 

the date scheduled in the syllabus. The answer key can be found at the back of the workbook. When no 

answers are provided (e.g. for free writing, opinions, etc), instructor will review. Corrected and complete 

assignments receive full credit (). Activities not corrected receive a D (-) Incomplete activities 

receive an F. 

10% Übungsgrammatik (Grammar) homework: 

Read the grammar explanation and then complete the assigned exercises on your own, using the 

information and the charts provided. Then correct your work in a different colored pen and turn it in on 

the date scheduled in the syllabus. The answer key can be found at the back of the grammar book. 

Corrected and complete assignments receive full credit (). Activities not corrected receive a D (-) 

Incomplete activities receive an F. 

10% Fernsprechen (Telephony) homework: 

To gain experience with one of the most stressful contexts for oral communication in a foreign language, 

students will periodically leave messages (Nachrichten) on the instructor’s voicemail. Follow the 

instructions on the Semesterplan. Messages must be left by class time on the date they are assigned. 

10% Vokabeltests (Vocabulary tests): 

Vocabulary will be tested orally, twice per chapter, with each test focusing on half of the list (located in 

the workbook at the beginning of each chapter). Students will be asked to verbally define 3 out of five 

words from the list.     

Required Texts:  

1. EM. Neu. 2008 Brückenkurs. Deutsch als Fremdsprache. Niveaustufe 
B1.  

2. EM. Neu. 2008 Brückenkurs. Arbeitsbuch.  

3. EM. Übungsgrammatik. Deutsch als Fremdsprache. 

 

Scale: (%) 

A=100-90 

B=89-80 

C=79-70 

D=69-60 

F=59-0 

 



15% Vorträge (Presentations): 

The presentations are the main chapter tests for the course and may not be missed due to guard duty.  

Presentations will reflect various forms of verbal communication and must demonstrate competence in 

specific chapter topics. Detailed assignments will be provided.  

15% Mündliche Prüfung (Oral Final): 

An interview with your professor on the exam date scheduled by the college. Cumulative. 

Final Exam Date and Time: Thursday, Dec. 12th, 1pm 
Your Professor is not permitted to reschedule the final exam. Plan your holiday travel accordingly. 

 

General Course Policies 

 

Make ups 

You must inform your professor in advance to schedule a make-up presentation or vocabulary test. Presentations are the 

tests for this class and may not be missed due to guard duty. Contact your professor in case of an emergency. 

 

Homework 

All homework is listed on the Semesterplan below, and is due on the date it is listed.  

Remember: Your success in foreign language learning depends heavily on the time spent studying and preparing outside of 

class.  

 No late homework will be accepted, except in extraordinary circumstances and by arrangement with your 

Professor. (Forgetting, printer problems, guard duty, training exercises, etc, do not qualify as extraordinary 

circumstances.)  

 When you know you will be absent, homework must be turned in advance. 

  

Attendance  

Attendance is mandatory. Official Citadel attendance policy will be followed:  Students must provide documentation of an 

effort to reschedule guard duty when it conflicts with class, and tests shall not be missed due to guard duty. Furthermore, 

for any student, “absences, whether excused or unexcused and in excess of 20% of the class meetings can, at the discretion 

of the professor, result in a grade of F in the course". 

 

Cell Phones and Electronic Devices 

Use of personal electronic devices is not permitted during class. Such devices include cell phones (including camera 

phones and smart phones), blackberries, pagers, tablet PCs, mobile presenters, wireless tablets, digital recorders, beepers, 

palms, IPods, MP3 players, texting calculators, digital cameras, and laptops. (This policy does not extend to medically 

necessary assistive devices and to approved emergency communications). Texting or otherwise working with your 

electronic devices in class displays not only a visible lack of attention but also a profound lack of respect for your 

classmates, for your instructor, and for your learning environment. If you are experiencing a situation that requires you to 

be in constant electronic contact, you should not be in the classroom.  

Violating this policy affects your participation grade. 

 

Course Policy on Translations, Plagiarism and Extra Help: 

 

Translation Programs 

Use of online translators, translation software, etc. is cheating and will not be tolerated. This includes using an online 

dictionary to translate even a single phrase from English.  

 

Tutoring and extra help 

Professors Emm, Frenzel and Skow are available to help. You are also encouraged to seek out the German tutor at the 

Academic Support Center. Consult with your professor before receiving help from anyone else. 

 

Cheating/Plagiarism 

All work submitted must be your own. Use of online translation programs is cheating. Using phrases you have learned 

from the textbook is not plagiarism, as long as you are personalizing the information. 

 The Syllabus and Semesterplan are subject to change. 

 


