
FRENCH 302 
ADVANCED COMPOSITION 

 SPRING SEMESTER 2013 
 
Dr. Caroline Strobbe 
Class time: MWF 11:00-11:50am 
Room: Capers Hall 310 
 
Office Hours:  M: 2:00-4:00pm 
  WF: 2:00 - 3:00pm 
Office number: 953-5253. 
Office: 223A 
 
 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

This course will help to develop concrete writing skills for a variety of tasks.  The primary 
goal of this course is to teach writing as a communicative skill and to provide students with 
guidance and practice with some of the details of writing well in French - details such as choosing 
the best word to express exactly what you want to say, using transition words to show the 
relationship among your ideas, varying the word order in sentences to make your writing livelier, 
and striking the right tone.  The writing strategies aim to teach students not just to write correct 
French sentences and paragraphs but also to read and think critically, and write convincingly, in 
French.  
 
COURSE METHODOLOGY 

Students will be coached through the writing process and encouraged to communicate 
ideas that are interesting and relevant to French and Francophone cultures and literatures.  It is 
strongly recommended that students keep track of their recurring mistakes.  You will therefore 
learn a great deal about how to write an engaging, informative, and clearly organized essay.   
 
Consequently, you should see errors as a positive step toward communication, not as something 
shameful.  It will help you –and the others– improve. 
 
Compositions: You need to WRITE down the number of words. All compositions are to be 
written using a word processor: Word Document, Times New Roman, Size 12. Hand written 
accents are not acceptable. You can find the accents in the “symbols” category. Or, for the 
French keyboard: http://www.lepointdufle.net/ressources_fle/lettres_accentuees.htm 

 Not following –even only partially- these guidelines will result in a lowered grade for the assignment : an A will 
become a B, a B will become a C, etc. 

 
 Quizzes: Quizzes will be taken on the date assigned.  There will be no make-ups.  
 
 Compositions, Homework:  NO LATE HOMEWORK/COMPOSITION will be accepted. 

There will be no make-ups. If you are absent from class, you need to email your composition 
to me BEFORE class starts (that is, before 11:00am). Again, ABSOLUTELY NO LATE 
HOMEWORK/COMPOSITION will be accepted, whatever the reason. 



  
ATTENDANCE/PARTICIPATION/PREPARATION: 

 Absence/late arrival: the student is solely responsible for making up for the missed class-time.  
* Regular oral practice is essential for improving proficiency in a foreign language, and thus 
attending class and participating actively on a daily basis are necessary for a student's success in 
F302 and beyond.  
* The course will be conducted in French only. Students are expected to comply with the 
instructor in maintaining the class in the target language. 
*  Tardiness will result in a lowered weekly participation grade. Late arrivals distract other 
learners, as well as diminish a student's own participation.  
* Absences will always be reported officially.  If you are to be absent from class, you should 
contact me, preferably prior to the absence, in order to get assignments and to make up the work 
missed.  Absences in excess of 8 (excused or unexcused) will result in a final grade of F. 
* Being prepared for class entails completing the assigned homework and bringing it to class each 
day. It is also part of the participation grade. 
 
PARTICIPATION GUIDELINES: 
The following are general guidelines I will follow in assigning the weekly participation grade. 
 9-10 points -- Used only French and spoke often during class period. Participated actively 
and was a leader in group work. Volunteered very often and contributed to class discussion in a 
meaningful way. Listened attentively and responded to others. Was very well prepared for class. 
 8-8.5 points -- Used almost exclusively French and spoke often during class period. 
Participated actively in group work. Volunteered quite often and contributed to class discussion 
in a meaningful way. Listened attentively and responded to others. Was well prepared for class 
overall. 
 7-7.5 points -- Used mostly French but used English on occasion. Spoke fairly often 
during class period. Participated actively in group work. Volunteered occasionally. Listened and 
responded generally to others. Was mostly prepared for class. 
 5-6.5 points -- Used quite a bit of English on several occasions during group work and/or 
whole class discussion OR didn't speak often. Not very engaged in group activities. Did not 
volunteer during classroom discussion. Seemed quite unprepared for class. 
 0-4.5 points -- Used more English than French OR did not speak during class. Was not 
engaged in group activities and/or was distracting to others or got off-topic during group 
activities. Slept or daydreamed during class activities. Obviously did not prepare at all for class. 
 
 
GRADING POLICY: 
Class participation ............15% 
Homework/Quizzes.........................10% 
5 Chapter Tests.............15 % 
5 Compositions..................40% 
Final Exam.........................20% 
 
COURSE POLICY 
- Participation includes measures of class attendance, preparation for class activities, involvement in class 
activities, and all grades received on skits, and other in-class activities designed to assess that you 
are keeping up with the material taught and making appropriate progress. 



 
- Homework includes workbook assignments, written grammar exercises, etc., and all assigned 
written activities done at home (besides compositions)  
 
 
 PROGRAMME D'ETUDES 
 
Textbook & Workbook: Loriot-Raymer, Vialet, Fandel, A Vous D'Ecrire, McGraw-Hill. 
 
Date   Chapters     Workbook  
 
Jan.9-11  Chapitre préliminaire 
   p1-17       Chap.prélim. 
 
 
 
Jan.14-18  Chapitre 1     

p.18-32     chap.1 p.9-15   
  
 
Jan. 21st   Martin Luther King Day 
Jan.23-25  Chap. 1 
   p.32-43      p.15-20 
   Test 1 
 
 
Jan.28-Fev.1  Chap. 2 
   p. 44-55     p.22-26 
 
Fev.4-8   Chap. 2 
   p. 56-66     p.26-30 
   Test 2 
 
Fev.11-15  Chap. 4 
   p. 92-108     p.41-50 
 
Fev.18-22  Chap. 5 
   p.109-129     p. 51-60 
   Test 3 
 
 
Fev.25-Mars1  Chap. 6      p.61-69 
   p.131-142 
 
  
Ma.4-6   Chap.6      p.69-74 
   p. 143-155     



   Test 4 
Ma.8   Pas cours : Leadership Symposium 
 
 
Ma.11-15  Chap. 7     p.75-81 
   p. 156-174 
 

SPRING BREAK 
 
Ma.25-29  Chap. 7     p.81-86 
   p. 174-181 
    
 
 
Avril 1-5  Chap. 8 
   p. 182-202    p.87-100 
   Test 5 
 
 
Av.8-12  Chap. 9    p.101-113 
   p. 203-226 
    
 
Av.15-19    REVIEW. 
 
Av. 22    Review 

Final Exam: Saturday, April 27th, 8:00-11:00am 
 
 


