
 
 
Douglas Hofstadter, Distinguished Professor of Cognitive Science and Comparative 
Literature at Indiana University and Pulitzer Prize winning author of Gödel, Escher, 
Bach: The Eternal Golden Braid, will give a lecture “Do Machines Understand? Could 
Machines Ever Understand?” at The Citadel on Tuesday, January 27 at 7:00 p.m. in 
Duckett Hall Auditorium. 
 
Hofstadter’s research and interests range from musical composition to meta-
mathematics and from consciousness to creativity. If Hofstadter’s primary research 
is in cognitive sciences, his interest is fundamentally about human thinking. He 
draws from the history of science and mathematics, the study of languages, poetry 
and music, and from the intricacies of day-to-day conversations to get at the roots of 
the complex and surprising elements of human thinking.  
 
Though Professor Hofstadter’s greatest impact has surely been in the cognitive 
sciences, his influence on other disciplines is quite remarkable.  
Citadel Professor and Novelist Eloy Urroz relates that the famous Mexican novelist 
Jorge Volpi once told him that Hofstadter’s Gödel, Escher, Bach was behind the 
conception of his masterpiece In Search of Klingsor. Inspired by Volpi, Urroz read 
Hofstadter’s work and states: “It opened my eyes and helped me to think deeply 
about the way I think of things and the way they truly are. Gödel, Escher, Bach is the 
one book that every intelligent reader should read and be tested against.”  
 
Professor Hofstadter’s work has also influenced research in the sciences at The 
Citadel. Professor and Dean Lok Lew Yan Voon tells us that  “Dr. Hofstadter might no 
longer be actively engaged in physics research, yet one of his most seminal 
contributions, a 1976 prediction on how electrons in crystals might behave in the 
presence of a magnetic field, was only first confirmed in the lab in 2013 using novel 
two-dimensional materials. Fittingly, a research project on discovering analogues of 



Hofstadter’s butterfly (as the prediction is known) in other two-dimensional 
materials is under way at The Citadel.” 
 
“This program,” added Bo Moore, Dean of Humanities & Social Sciences, “is the first 
of what we hope will be many better to integrate the study of the humanities with 
the natural and social sciences better to train our students to lead effectively in a 
broad range of pursuits in the ever more interconnected world in which we live.”  
 
A distinguished author, Hofstadter’s books include Le Ton beau de Marot: In Praise of 
the Music of Language and Surfaces and Essences: Analogy as the Fuel and Fire of 
Thinking.  His visit to The Citadel is made possible through the efforts of Professor 
Grant Goodrich, of the Department of English and the Krause Center for Leadership 
Ethics, and Professor Caroline Strobbe of the Department of Modern Languages, 
Literatures, and Cultures. The talk is free and open to the public. 


