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Honor System  
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• Purpose: To provide Fourth Class Cadets an overview of the history and purpose of the 

Cadet Honor Code and Honor System

• Learning Objectives: At the completion of this instruction, Fourth Class Cadets will 

be able to:

– Discuss preconceptions of honor and the importance of honor in everyday life

– Discuss the purpose of the Cadet Honor System

– List some of the higher expectations of honorable living as a Citadel cadet

– Comprehend the Honor Code

– Know the basic History of the Honor Code

– Know the four parts of the Honor System and what each part entails
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Rules for this Class

• Pay attention – this is an important part of being a cadet.
– Take notes about what you hear; you will be asked 
for your feedback throughout the lesson

• This is YOUR Honor Code. Feel free to ask your Honor 
Reps any questions about the Honor Code and Honor 
System.

• Only an unasked question is a wrong question!
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What is Honor to you?

• Share an example of a situation that you or a friend 
has had to display integrity by doing the right thing.

• When have you or someone you know been 
punished for committing a dishonorable act?

• Why is it important to live honorably in the outside 
world?

• What have you heard about The Citadel’s Honor 
System?
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A Moral Decline 
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• • Almost 80 percent of college 

students admit to cheating at 

least once.

• Thirty-six percent of 

undergraduates have admitted 

to plagiarizing written material.

• Ninety percent of students 

believe that cheaters are either 

never caught or have never 

been appropriately disciplined.

•A Duke University study shows 

that 75 percent of students admit 

to cheating. 90 percent of 

students admit to copying 

someone’s paper.
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HONOR  AS  A LEADER 
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“INTEGRITY is the most important attribute for a leader.  

Once you have lost your INTEGRITY ….You have lost 

everything.” - General James Conway USMC.
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History of the Honor System

• The Citadel Honor Code and System have evolved from 
an unwritten traditional “code of the gentleman.”

• The Citadel Honor System was first instituted in 1913, 
but abuses of the system resulted in its abolishment in 
1928.  

• Gen Mark Clark, Citadel President from 1954-1965, felt 
that the code should be formalized, and proposed that it 
be written officially.

• The Honor System began anew in September 1955, 
when the Corps of Cadets unanimously voted to 
establish the Honor Code
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Why have an Honor System?

• Serves as an ethical guide 
and standard for life in the 
Corps of Cadets

• Supports The Citadel’s 
unique developmental 
experience 

• Helps develop Citadel 
cadets into principled 

leaders
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Allows cadets to have the 
utmost trust in all fellow 
cadets – trust is pivotal 
towards the unit cohesion 
of a functioning 
organization
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Honor Outside the Gates
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•Studies show that employers prefer men and women of high integrity; 

people do business with those they trust

•The Citadel is the place to shape your own values and to become a 

person the world needs

•People are always watching what you do / how you do things; your 

training under The Honor Code will set you to higher standards that 

people will recognize and expect of you as you represent it



FOR TRAINING USE ONLY

*The 4 parts of the Honor System*

1) The Cadet Honor Code -

A CADET DOES NOT LIE, CHEAT, OR STEAL, OR TOLERATE THOSE WHO DO.

2) The Cadet Honor Committee –

Committee Faculty Advisor, Committee Officers and  Company/Battalion 

Representatives

3) The Cadet Honor Court –

A panel of Honor Committee Members charged with the responsibility of reviewing 

violations concerning the Cadet Honor Code 

4) The Honor Court Procedures –

Policies and guidelines for the conduct of the Honor Court
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A Look at the Honor Code

• A CADET DOES NOT LIE, CHEAT, OR STEAL, OR 

TOLERATE THOSE WHO DO.

• Lying: Making a false official statement

• Cheating: Receiving or giving aid on a test or exam. 

Plagiarism is cheating.

• Stealing: Taking without authority personal, government 

or college property.

• Toleration: Failure to report a case of lying, cheating, or 

stealing as defined above, to the proper Honor 

Committee authorities (your company Honor Reps).
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Who is Subject to the Code?

• All members of the SCCC (except over Summer 
Furlough, paragraph 6a)

• All day students enrolled during the regular school year 
(Not under jurisdiction of the Honor Committee)

• All violations of the Code committed by day students will 
be reported to the Faculty Advisor of the Honor 
Committee

• IGNORANCE IS NO DEFENSE: Ignorance of the 
provisions of the Honor Code shall NOT be accepted as 
a defense by the Honor Court
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The Officers of the 

Honor Committee

• Members of the Honor Committee who are first elected as 
Company Honor Reps then elected to preside in the following 
positions:

– The Chairman: C/LTC Kyle Wise

– Vice Chairman for Education: C/MAJ Nolan Bradley

– Vice Chairman for Investigations: C/MAJ Cory Yslas

– Secretary: (TBD)

– Battalion Honor Representatives (5 total, 1 per Battalion)

– Company Honor Representatives (2 per company) 
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What do I get out 

of the Honor System?

• Opportunity to challenge yourself like never before

• Chance to uphold the most important principle aspects 
of The Citadel Experience 

• Further strengthen your personal reputation as a 
principled leader – someone to trust

• Enjoy the camaraderie of a value laden, high 
performing group that believes in the Code, just as you 
do – The Corps of Cadets
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What the Honor System is Not

• It is not a means to control cadets

• It is not intended as a way to enforce the discipline 
system.

• Is not used to run cadets out of the Corps. The Honor 
Code is for the cadets and run by the cadets.

• It is not the exclusive property of the Honor Committee –
The Honor System belongs to the Corps!
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Key Reiterations

• History and Purpose of the Honor System

• Four parts of the Honor Code

• The importance of embracing the code as part of the 

Citadel experience 
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Questions &

Comments
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