
MPE FAQs 

 

What is the purpose of the placement exam?  

Most students pursuing technical majors such as engineering or physics will want to start their 
college mathematics experience with the first semester of calculus.  However, our experience 
shows that many students entering college for the first time are not sufficiently prepared for the 
rigors of freshman calculus and require a semester of precalculus.  Our first semester of calculus 
for technical majors is called MATH 131, and our precalculus (college algebra and trigonometry) 
course is called MATH 119.  In order to help us determine the appropriate course for entering 
freshmen, we have a placement process that includes a review SAT and/or ACT scores, a review 
of all mathematics courses taken, both at the secondary school level and at the college level, 
evaluation of any AP, IB, or transfer credit, and an online placement exam covering the basics of 
algebra and trigonometry.  The purpose of this exam is to help us place you in the appropriate 
mathematics course, either MATH 119 or MATH 131. 
 

Who should take the exam?   
 
Any student who wishes to register for MATH 131 in the fall semester will need to take the 
placement exam.  This includes almost all entering freshmen who elect to major in Civil 
Engineering, Electrical Engineering, Physics, Mathematics, or Computer Science.  Other 
students may also elect to take MATH 131, for example, if they are considering the pursuit of a 
minor in applied mathematics, if they elect to major in Chemistry and want to earn an American 
Chemical Society certificate, or if they are attending The Citadel on a Navy scholarship.  If you 
do not need to take MATH 131 in the fall, then you do not need to take the online placement 
exam.  For example, most students electing majors other than those listed above will not 
normally need to take MATH 131, but of course they are certainly welcome to if they so desire. 
 

What if I already have transfer credit for MATH 119?   
 
If you already have transfer credit for MATH 119, then you will be placed in MATH 131.  You are 
not required to take the online placement exam.  However, you may elect to take the exam to 
gauge the level of you preparation.  If you perform poorly on the exam, you may want to spend 
some time over the summer reviewing this material in preparation for your calculus course in 
the fall. 
 

What if I already have transfer credit for MATH 131?   
 
If you already have transfer credit for MATH 131, then you do not need to take the exam.  In this 
case, however, you have several options for the fall.  You may elect to start in MATH 132 in the 
fall, you may elect to skip mathematics in the fall and start in MATH 132 in the spring, or you 
may elect to take MATH 131 in the fall to ensure a strong foundation in beginning calculus, 
thereby foregoing the transfer credit.  Of the three options, we strongly recommend either the 
first, MATH 132 in the fall, or third, MATH 131 in the fall.  Not taking a mathematics course in 



the fall semester means that you will be somewhat out of practice when you start again in the 
spring. 
 

What if I already know that I need additional preparation for MATH 131 and I 
want to register for MATH 119 in the Fall without taking the online exam?   
 
In this case, you should simply fill in the survey through Blackboard (see Blackboard 
instructions) stating your preference to take MATH 119.  You do not need to take the online 
placement exam – you will be placed in MATH 119. 
 

What are the topics on this placement test? 

Mainly, the following topics are on the placement test. 

 Fraction computation  
 Expressing a statement with symbols, numbers and commonly used formulas  
 Integer exponents, radicals and rational exponents  
 Polynomial addition, subtraction and multiplication  
 Factoring polynomials  
 Functions: linear and polynomial functions  
 Solution of a linear equation, quadratic equation, and polynomial equation  
 Exponential functions  
 Trigonometric functions, graphs, and identities  

A detail list of topics is posted at the website:  

http://macs.citadel.edu/chenm/pltest.dir/Math_Placement.dir/plreview.html 

 

I do not have a textbook, where can I get review materials? 

Detailed review materials for each topic posted at the website: 

http://macs.citadel.edu/chenm/pltest.dir/Math_Placement.dir/plreview.html 
 
 

How long is the placement test?  

You will have 50 minutes to answer 32 multiple-choice questions in Blackboard.    

 

I do not know how to use Blackboard.  Will I still be able to take the 
placement test?  

Yes.  Please follow the Blackboard Instructions step-by-step. You will learn about how to take a 
test in Blackboard after completing a survey and a sample test.   

http://macs.citadel.edu/chenm/pltest.dir/Math_Placement.dir/plreview.html
http://macs.citadel.edu/chenm/pltest.dir/Math_Placement.dir/plreview.html

