
Honor – Duty – Respect 
1 

Current Event: 

 
Lifting of “Women in 

Combat” Ban 

For TAC Use 

January 2013 



Honor – Duty – Respect 

Purpose 

• Discuss new policy which lifts the ban on 

women in combat 

 

• Consider leadership aspects of this change 
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• Pentagon decision “…overturns a 1994 Pentagon rule that restricts 

women from artillery, armor, infantry and other such combat roles, even 

though in reality women have frequently found themselves in combat in 

Iraq and Afghanistan…”  

 

• “Mr. Panetta’s decision came after he received a Jan. 9 letter from Gen. 

Martin E. Dempsey, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, who stated 

in strong terms that the armed service chiefs all agreed that ‘the time 

has come to rescind the direct combat exclusion rule for women and to 

eliminate all unnecessary gender-based barriers to service.’”  

 

• “A military official said the change would be implemented ‘as quickly as 

possible,’ although the Pentagon is allowing three years, until January 

2016, for final decisions from the services” 
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Excerpts 
--NY Times, 24 Jan 13-- 
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• “To implement these initiatives successfully and without sacrificing our 

warfighting capability or the trust of the American people, we will need 

time to get it right.” 

• “We recognize the bravery and contributions of women in combat.” 

• Guiding principles: 

– “Ensuring the success of our Nation’s warfighting forces by preserving unit 

readiness, cohesion, and morale.” 

– “Ensuring all Service men and women are given the opportunity to succeed 

and are set up for success with viable career paths.” 

• “The deliberate approach…will provide the time necessary to 

institutionalize these important changes and to integrate women into 

occupational fields in a climate where they can succeed and flourish.” 
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Excerpts 
--GEN Martin Dempsey’s Letter, 9 Jan 2013-- 
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• What do you think about the decision and why?  Have you 

considered other points of view in making your decision? 

• Will making this change be easy or difficult?  Why? 

• What steps has GEN Dempsey taken in his letter to LEAD 

the Armed Forces through this change? 

– HINT:  Look at underlined words on preceding slide 

– What tone has GEN Dempsey set? 

– What do you think of his word choices – we, readiness, cohesion, 

opportunity? 

– What do you think about the pace of the change? 
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Points to Ponder 

What Do You Think? 


