
LD 4-3 Bystander Intervention reflection exercise 

Task: In the context of bystander intervention, analyze the statement, usually attributed to 
Edmund Burke, that “The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do 
nothing.” 

Condition: Having already received the LD 4-2 Bystander Intervention lesson 

Standard:  Pick one of the three prompts below and write a response of one typed page, 
doubled spaced, with 1” margins, in 12-point font.  Provide a copy to your TAC by the end of the 
day.  Keep another copy for yourself and bring it to your annual counselling and be prepared to 
discuss it. 

1. Explain Edmund Burke’s statement in the context of “toleration” in The Citadel sense of 
the word.  The Citadel Honor Code prohibits toleration of lying, cheating, or stealing.  
The Blue Book prohibits toleration of hazing and sexual harassment.  What is expected 
of a cadet in these situations and why?  Discuss when “not tolerating” may only require 
reporting after the event occurs and when “not tolerating” may require intervention 
while the act is in progress. 

2. Research a case of positive bystander intervention on the internet.  If you don’t know 
where to start, Chief Warrant Officer Hugh Thompson and My Lai, the story of the Good 
Samaritan and the traveler, or Denis Estimon and the We Dine Together movement are 
possibilities.  In each case, describe the evil that was at stake, what the person did to 
intervene, and what would have happened if he didn’t.  Put the case in a broad context 
(for example, Thompson’s would be “saving lives”) and describe a situation you 
presently find or might someday reasonably find yourself in that fits in that context. 

3. Discuss Burke’s statement and bystander intervention in the context of cyber-bullying.  
How does the detachment, lack of face-to-face contact, and anonymity of the internet 
give this sort of evil an advantage and what are very practical ways to intervene?  


