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Marriage Preparation and Wedding Planning 
 
 The time preceding a wedding is an exciting time in the life of a 
couple and in the lives of their families and friends.  It is a time of 
celebration and joy; it can also be both a time of emotional tension as 
family history is re-examined and a time of laborious preparation as the 
details of the wedding day are arranged.  Above all, for the newly 
engaged, it is hoped that the time preceding a wedding is filled with 
grace and growth in love of God, each other, family and friends. 
 
 In assisting couples with this important time of their lives, the 
goals of Christ the Divine Teacher Catholic Church are two-fold.  Our 
primary goal is to assist the couple in establishing a solid spiritual and 
pragmatic foundation for a happy, fulfilling, life-long marriage.  Our 
secondary goal is to assist the couple in planning and executing a 
beautiful wedding ceremony.  Because a beautiful wedding means little 
if a marriage does not last, marriage preparation, not wedding planning, 
is our primary focus. 
 
 Couples are required to contact the Catholic priest at Christ the 
Divine Teacher Church no less than six (6) months prior to the expected 
date of marriage so that marriage preparation may be initiated.  Marriage 
preparation will consist of several phases and several different activities.  
The first two months after initial contact with the priest are the most 
important.  This time consists of intensive preparation, in which the 
priest and the couple discuss the nature and obligations of Christian 
marriage, making a joint discernment regarding God's will for the couple.   
 

Couples living outside of the Charleston area need to contact the 
priest at their parish to initiate marriage preparation.  Once contact has 
been made and marriage preparation has been initiated, a wedding date 
may be set and the wedding planning may begin.  



Documentation Requirements 
 
 Several documents are required by Canon Law and by the parish 
church.  These documents serve several needs: compliance with civil and 
ecclesial law, elimination of misunderstandings and establishment of 
good order.  Because of administrative work that needs to be done once 
all the documents are compiled, these documents need to be in the parish 
office no later than two months prior to the wedding. 
 
Contract for the assistance of Christ the Divine Teacher Parish 
 
 By signing this contact, the couple acknowledges that they have 
read these guidelines and will comply with the stated requirements. 
 
Prenuptial Questionnaire 
 
 Provided by the Church, this questionnaire is the initial step in 
the marriage preparation process. 
 
Certificates of Baptism 
 
 All Catholics and need to provide a baptismal certificate.  
Because this document is an integral part of marriage archives, a copy is 
insufficient: an authentic baptismal certificate is required.  To obtain this 
certificate, contact the Church where baptism was received.  According 
to Canon Law, the date of issue for this certificate must be within the six-
month period prior to the wedding, i.e. if the wedding is in July, the date 
of issue cannot be prior to January.  Non-Catholic Christians also need to 
provide a baptismal certificate, which may be issued at any time. 
 
Pre-Cana or Engaged Encounter Certificate 
 
 This certificate is awarded upon completion of a certified 
marriage preparation program.   
  
Civil License 
 
 A marriage license is obtained from the Marriage License 
Bureau, and may be obtained from any county in South Carolina.  State 
law requires that the marriage license be obtained at least 24 hours prior 
to the wedding ceremony; state law also forbids the celebration of a 
wedding without a proper South Carolina marriage license. 
 

Additional Documentation in special cases 
 
 All the documents listed on the previous page are required for 
each and every marriage.  Some situations will require additional 
documentation.  The situations and the documents needed in these 
situations are highlighted in the sections below. 
 
Previous Marriage(s) 
 
 Although Moses permitted divorce because of the hard-
heartedness of the people entrusted to his care, Jesus Christ emphatically 
taught that, from the beginning, marriage was for life. (Mark 10:2-12)  
Because Jesus did not recognize divorce, the Catholic Church does not 
recognize divorce.  It is possible that a former marriage was not 
contracted validly by a bride and groom.  The annulment process is the 
means by which a prior marriage is investigated and judged to be valid or 
invalid.  When one of the parties has been previously married, a Decree 
of Annulment is necessary to ensure that the previously and putatively1 
married party is free to marry.  Because Jesus' prohibition of divorce is a 
commandment given to us by God, this applies to Catholics and non-
Catholics alike.  
 
Wedding Ceremonies officiated by Visiting Priest 
 

A couple is welcome to ask a visiting priest to officiate at their 
wedding.  In this case, Christ the Divine Teacher Church will contact the 
visiting priest, providing a Letter of Intent form and a self-addressed 
stamped envelope, which needs to be returned immediately.  No date will 
be set for a marriage until Christ the Divine Teacher receives the Letter 
of Intent. 
 
 The visiting priest must ask the pastor for delegation and 
permission to officiate at the wedding.  Once the request is received, the 
pastor will send a Letter of Delegation and Permission to the visiting 
priest and will place a copy of this letter in the marriage file.  If the 
visiting priest prepares the couple for marriage, the parish must receive 
all paperwork before delegation and permission can be granted. 

                                                           
1 This is a technical term with a complex meaning.  When a marriage is 
annulled, that marriage is described as putative.  Though invalid, the marriage 
was assumed valid and all legitimate behaviors within the context of that 
marriage are not condemned, including procreation and generation of offspring. 



Offerings 
 
 The work involved in preparing a couple for marriage and in the 
planning and celebration of a wedding ceremony is freely provided to 
active and contributing members of Christ the Divine Teacher Church.  
 
 However, the Church does incur expenses in marriage 
preparation.  To offset these expenses a donation of $200 is asked of 
every couple married in a ceremony performed with the approbation of 
the Catholic Church.  (This includes non-Catholic ceremonies performed 
with the appropriate dispensations.)  This fee is to be returned with the 
Christ the Divine Teacher Wedding Contract. 
  
 Church Offering    $200* 
 
 *This fee may be waived if the couple can show a history of 
regular yearly donations to Catholic Campus Ministry through the 
Citadel Foundation.  This fee may also be waived for cadets who have 
been active in Catholic Campus ministry in every respect, including and 
beyond regular Sunday Mass attendance. 
 
 There is no fee for the officiant for witnessing your wedding.  
However, if you wish to give him a gift as an expression of your 
gratitude for his time and presence, you may do so. 
 
 Please Note: This offering is in addition to the fee paid to The 
Citadel for using Summerall Chapel.  The fee that secures the use of the 
chapel is given to The Citadel and not to Christ the Divine Teacher 
Church. The $200 offering is to cover the administrative expenses of the 
Catholic Parish at The Citadel.  The parish of Christ the Divine Teacher 
receives no income from regular Sunday collections since here members 
are the Cadets. We still do however have the ordinary operating expenses 
of any normal parish.  Most churches request a stipend for weddings. 
 

Wedding Director 
 
 To assist both the pastor of Christ the Divine Teacher and the 
couple in the planning and celebration of the wedding ceremony, a 
wedding director has been chosen by the parish.  The parish's wedding 
director will direct all Catholic weddings at The Citadel.  She will ensure 
that the ceremony is tasteful and smooth running.  The fee for the 
wedding director is $150.00, and is payable at the rehearsal.  

 She is completely responsible for implementing the policies and 
customs of Christ the divine Teacher and Summerall Chapel.  She will 
consult with the presider, conduct the rehearsal, give directions for the 
procession and placement of the wedding party and insure that the altar 
furnishings, candles and lights are properly set. 
 Because of the unique nature of Catholic liturgy, a Professional 
Wedding Director will not function in the role of Wedding Director at 
either the rehearsal or the wedding ceremony. 
 
 Nicole Deneane   843-795-8635 
 918 White Marlin Drive  denen93@bellsouth.net 

Charleston, SC  29412 
 
 Services provided by the Director are: 
 

• Meets with the couple several months prior to the wedding 
• Directs the rehearsal 
• Prepares the Church for the wedding 
• Directs the wedding 

 
Music Requirements 

 
 Music for the wedding should be planned with Mrs. Nancy 
Lefter, who will arrange for the organist.  With a great depth of musical 
knowledge and with an understanding of the musical requirements of 
Catholic worship, she will also assist with the selection of music.   
 All liturgical acclamations and music must be led by a qualified 
cantor.  The Catholic wedding director will assist you in selecting an 
approved cantor.  A soloist is not always a cantor, as they are trained 
differently, so please be sure to check with the wedding director before 
hiring a soloist. 
 

Sacredness of Music 
 

Because music is of the essence of Catholic liturgical 
celebrations, the music must reflect the nature of divine worship.  All 
music performed before, during and after the wedding ceremony must be 
sacred and liturgical.  Secular or popular music is not permitted.      
 

Seasonal Guidelines 
 
 The major feasts of the Church year, Easter, Pentecost and 
Christmas, are part of the Church's calendar of celebrations, which 



includes many feasts; this yearly sequence of feasts is better known as 
the liturgical year.  The liturgical year is divided into seasons much the 
way our solar year is divided into seasons.  The seasons of the liturgical 
year include Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter and Ordinary Time.   
 

Advent is a time of anticipation, of waiting for the coming of the 
Messiah, and begins four Sundays before Christmas.  The Christmas 
season is a time of joyous celebration, reflecting on the great gift of 
God's Incarnation; this season begins at Christmas and ends several 
weeks later.  Lent is a time of penance as the Church unites herself to 
Jesus in his suffering and death and begins on Ash Wednesday and ends 
at Easter.  The Easter season is the celebration of the Resurrection of 
Jesus from the dead, of his Ascension from earth to heaven and of the 
sending of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost; the Easter season begins at Easter 
and ends on Pentecost.  All other liturgical time is Ordinary Time.   
 

The liturgical season in which a wedding is celebrated affects the 
tenor of the wedding ceremony.  Because Advent is a time of waiting for 
the coming of Christ and Christmas is the celebration of his coming, 
Christmas music during Advent is inappropriate.  For similar reasons, 
Easter music during Lent is inappropriate; we do not joyfully celebrate 
the Resurrection of Christ during the same season in which we meditate 
on his suffering.  Also, during Lent, neither the "alleluia" nor the Gloria 
is sung.   

 
Solo, Choir and Communal Music 
 
Musical selections may include pieces sung by a soloist, by a 

choir or by the entire community.  All Mass parts, including the Our 
Father, are communal in nature, and therefore may not be sung by a 
soloist or a choir to the exclusion of the people.  This applies to a 
wedding ceremony whether it is within or without the context of Mass. 

 
Flowers 

 
Flowers add a festive mood to a church, but the use of flowers is 

also affected by the liturgical season.  Flowers may be used at any time 
of the year except Lent.  Because of the penitential character of the 
Lenten season, no flowers may be placed in the Church.  During Advent, 
the color of the flowers should reflect the liturgical color of that season, 
which is purple.  It is preferred, but not required, that flowers placed in 
the Church during the Christmas and Easter seasons reflect the liturgical 

color of these seasons, which is white; an example of a permissible 
variation during Easter would be the use of spring flowers. 
 

Decorum 
 
 A wedding is a joyous event with laughter and fellowship.  There 
are many wonderful expressions of this: dancing, toasts, dinners, stories 
and prayer.  As with any good gift from God, the gift of fellowship can 
be misused, and at weddings, such misuse is often an error on the side of 
excess.  Practical jokes in and around the Church or during the ceremony 
are contrary to the sacredness of the wedding celebration and will not be 
tolerated.  The moderate use of alcohol is permitted by moral law, but its 
excessive use is forbidden.  For a couple to validly contract a marriage, 
they must be of sound mind at the time of the wedding; a serious 
hangover or the consumption of alcohol prior to the wedding may 
prevent a couple from validly contracting marriage.  If one party is 
seriously hung-over or drunk at the time of the wedding, the priest is 
bound not to perform the wedding; a priest may not knowingly 
administer an invalid sacrament: such an act would be sacrilege. 
 

Photography and Video Cameras 
 
 A marriage ceremony is a beautiful event in a couple's life and 
should be remembered first in their hearts and minds.  Photographs and 
videos of the ceremony make it possible for this moment to be recalled 
for many years and gives children and grandchildren the opportunity to 
see the ceremony and commitment of love that made their lives possible.   
 
 Use of photographic and video cameras are permitted, but their 
use must not be disruptive to the sacredness of the ceremony.  To prevent 
any disruption and to ensure that the video and photographic record of 
the event is not marred by the very means by which it is recorded, 
guidelines for the use of such equipment are needed.  Flash photography 
is not permitted during the ceremony.  Video cameras may be used; they 
may not be set up in the sanctuary2 but may be set up in designated 
areas.  External lighting is not permitted. 
 

                                                           
2 For Catholics and Protestants, sanctuary is an equivocal term.  For Protestants, 
sanctuary refers to the entire space inside the Church building; for Catholics, 
sanctuary refers to the space in the Church building between the steps and the 
high altar.  Catholics use sanctuary in the same way Protestants use chancel. 



 At no time during the ceremony or Mass are photographers and 
videographers allowed in the sanctuary or in front of the guests.  There 
will be ample time given following the ceremony for pictures in the 
sanctuary and altar area.  Your wedding coordinator will discuss 
appropriate locations for your photographers and videographers to use 
during the ceremony. 
 

Times of Weddings 
 
 Catholic weddings at The Summerall Chapel may be schedule 
Monday-Saturday.  The latest time a wedding can be scheduled on 
Saturdays is 6pm.  Sunday weddings are not permissible in the Catholic 
Church.  Evening wedding times are available Monday-Friday if the 
Summerall Chapel schedule allows.



Canon and Liturgical Law 
 
 Canon Law is the law that governs actions within the Church, 
including the administration of the Sacrament of Matrimony, articulating 
the necessary requirements for the validity of the sacrament.  Liturgical 
law governs the celebration of all the sacraments, specifying the details 
of the celebration.  Canon and Liturgical Law bind every Catholic. 
 
 Canonical Questions 
 
 Non-Catholic Clergy: The canonical form for a Catholic 
marriage is a man and woman married in a Catholic Church before a 
priest or deacon and two witnesses.  In exceptional cases, this form may 
be dispensed.  When canonical form is dispensed, a Catholic party may 
be validly married in a ceremony officiated by a non-Catholic 
clergyman.  If a Catholic marries outside of canonical form without 
dispensation, he enters an invalid marriage. 
  

A couple having a Catholic ceremony is welcome to include a 
non-Catholic minister, who may participate in certain parts of the liturgy. 
 
 Previous Marriage(s): Based on the divine law handed to us by 
Jesus, Canon Law forbids marriage by anyone who is previously 
married.  Whether Catholic or non-Catholic, a party with a prior 
marriage must submit the marriage to the annulment process of the 
Church in order to investigate the validity of the previous marriage or 
marriages.  A wedding date may not be set until a decree of annulment is 
granted.  A couple should be reminded that there is no guarantee that a 
prior marriage will be found invalid. 
 

Liturgical Questions 
 
 Reception of Holy Communion by Non-Catholics: The sad 
divisions of Christ's Church are painful to Catholics and to other 
Christians.  This pain is especially acute at the reception of Holy 
Communion, when Catholics are allowed to receive and non-Catholic 
Christians are not allowed to receive.   
 

Not a matter of worthiness or unworthinessbefore receiving 
Communion, Catholics say "I am not worthy …"but a matter of unity, 
this sacramental signification is sundered when Holy Communion is 
received by someone who does not share the beliefs of the Church.  
When Holy Communion is received, the recipient says "Amen."  This 

"Amen" is more than an acknowledgement of the Real Presence of Jesus 
Christ in the Eucharist: it is the assent of faith to all that Jesus Christ has 
revealed in and through the Church.  When someone receives Holy 
Communion, "Amen" is a "yes" to all the dogmatic and moral beliefs of 
the Church.  Because non-Catholics, by definition, cannot say "yes" to all 
the beliefs of the Church, they cannot receive Holy Communion.   
 

The Church prays daily that the scandal of disunity be repaired 
and encourages everyone to work to bridge the painful divisions that 
separate all Christians and all other peoples who believe in God. 
  
 Unity Candle: Although the unity candle has become a popular 
part of American wedding culture, the American Bishops issued a 
statement directing that it not be used at the celebration of the 
Sacrament of Matrimony: therefore, its use is prohibited in Catholic 
wedding ceremonies.  In its use, the Bishops stated, the more profound, 
spiritual signs of unity are obscured.  For Catholics, the reception of the 
Body and Blood of Jesus Christ at Mass is the pre-eminent sign of unity; 
we are one in Christ and by receiving his Body, Blood, Soul and 
Divinity, we are more deeply bound to God and to each other.  There is 
no sign of unity comparable to the Most Blessed Sacrament.  For 
Catholics and non-Catholic Christians, this sign of unity has been 
broken, but there is yet a sign of unity more profound and more spiritual 
than a unity candle: the Sacred Scriptures.  Catholics by grace and Jews 
by election share the original covenant between God and man and will 
find their spiritual unity in their belief in the One God and his revelation 
in and through the law and the prophets, which for Jews constitute the 
Sacred Scriptures and for Catholics constitute the Old Testament.  
Catholics and Muslims share the common fatherhood of Abraham and 
common faith in the One God, which will be their source of unity. 
 
 Who gives this bride away …: "Who gives this bride away …" 
is not part of the Catholic wedding ceremony.  In the Rite of Matrimony, 
the priest asks the couple this question: "Have you come here freely and 
without reservation to give yourselves in marriage?"  The bride and 
groom are the ministers of the sacrament of Matrimony and, at the 
wedding, freely give themselves to each other.  The free gift of self is of 
the very essence of marriage; without this free gift, there is no marriage.  
In fact, annulments are granted because one or both parties do not make a 
free gift of self.  The question, "Who gives this bride away …," directly 
contradicts both the essence of marriage and its expression in the Rite.  



Sacramental Confession 
 
 The Sacrament of Matrimony, like the Sacrament of Holy 
Orders, is a vocational sacrament.  When a man is ordained a deacon, 
priest or bishop, he customarily makes a general confession, in which he 
confesses every sin he has every committed.  Catholics are strongly 
advised to make a general confession several weeks prior to entering into 
marriage.  If this cannot be accomplished, Catholics ought to make a 
regular confession a few days before the marriage.  Non-Catholics are 
encouraged to make a thorough examination of conscience prior to 
marriage, asking for God's extra-sacramental forgiveness. 
 

Additional Liturgical Notes 
 

Worship Aid: The primary goal in preparing your wedding 
liturgy is to encourage full and active participation of everyone who will 
gather to celebrate your marriage.  Keeping that in mind, the use of a 
worship aid or program is strongly recommended.   A worship aid assists 
the congregation in following the ceremony and is especially helpful 
when the congregation includes a sizeable number of non-Catholics.  A 
proper worship aid includes the words to songs and responses to which 
the assembly is to respond and not merely a place to list the bridal party.  
Nicole Deneane, the wedding coordinator, can create a camera-ready 
copy for a cost of $40.  To facilitate this, a worship aid form is provided.   

 
All weddings are required to have a printed order of worship.  

Your wedding coordinator can share examples with you.  If you wish to 
create your own order of worship, the Wedding Coordinator can direct 
you on how to proceed and must approve what you intend to print to be 
sure the order of worship follows the service 
 

Procession: Although there are many ways to process into the 
Church, the preferred procession is one in which the entire wedding party 
processes into the Church from the rear led by a server with the Crucifix.  
The sanctuary is a type of the Holy of Holies, which is heaven, and we 
enter heaven only through the merits of Jesus Christ's sacrifice on the 
Cross. 
 

Servers: The couple is asked to provide, at least, one server, at 
least ten years old, who will lead the procession into the Church carrying 
a Processional Cross or Crucifix. 
  

 Ring Bearers and Flower Girls: Ring bearers and flower girls 
are welcome but must be at least five years old. 
 
 Prayers of the Faithful: The Prayers of the Faithful, also known 
as the Intercessions, are petitionary prayers asking for God's blessing.  In 
the wedding ceremony, they are offered immediately after the Rite of 
Matrimony.  The first petition sometimes includes the Holy Father, Pope 
Benedict XVI.  On several occasions, non-catholic ministers and laymen 
have purposefully omitted or have initially refused to pray for the pope.  
For Catholics, who pray for everyone living and dead, refusal to pray for 
the Vicar of Christ is unacceptable.  
 

Aids for Planning the Wedding 
 
 Christ the Divine Teacher Church provides these aids which 
need to be given to the wedding coordinator 30 days before the wedding. 
 
Wedding Liturgy Planning Guide 
 
 This sheet is an order of worship for marriage in the context of 
Mass, which may be adapted for marriage outside of Mass. 
 
Wedding Coordinator's Guide 
 
 These two sheets will greatly facilitate the communication 
between the wedding coordinator and the couple. 
 
Final Details Sheet 
 
 A general summery of wedding planning, this sheet helps the 
couple keep up to date with all the aspects of wedding planning. 
 

 Summerall Chapel Guidelines 
 
 No guideline of Christ the Divine Teacher Catholic Church is 
designed to abrogate any guideline for the use of Summerall Chapel as 
stipulated by The Citadel. 
 

 


