
After our Pre-Knob visit in January 2013 and our family was able to talk of 
our mutual experiences of that visit, we told our son that we wanted him 
to attend CSI and he was so grateful because that was his desire as well.  
That has been a decision that was worth every moment! Where to begin 
on the awesome experience our son had at CSI session I in June 2013?  
From the ease of registering to the moment he returned home, 
everything ran like a well-oiled machine.  That is a testament to the staff 
and volunteers with The Citadel.  It also was a step for us, as parents, to 
start letting go and a trial run for Matriculation Day.  It actually helped 
with the homesickness because our son was able to experience that 
before also going through the beginning of his college career. 
The actual experience and changes that we saw in our son as a result of 
CSI were amazing.  He was able to "live the life" and really get a taste of 
what to expect when he was to arrive in the fall of 2013 to begin his new 
life at The Citadel. We saw how he became more independent, advising 
us that he could handle the things that before would have sent him to us 
to find the answers for.  Our son showed us more leadership, more self-
assuredness, more determination and fortitude than ever before upon his 
return home from CSI.  We saw how he was moving from a high school 
student and truly becoming a man. The leadership he received from his 
CSI Leader was one of investment from her.  She poured herself, her 
knowledge, her guidance and her discipline into the Team and into our 
son.  She made the difference in his life that cannot be measured.  Her 
encouragement of him as an individual, as a member of a team and a 
brother at The Citadel is one that has altered our son's life for the better. 
As for friendships made on his Team from CSI, that was the most amazing 
thing!  Our son and his team became a close knit group of young men 
that worked together, lived together and strove for perfection together 
and now, as knobs, are still close to one another.  They are friends for life, 
not just by circumstance. 
So, for any parent that is considering CSI for their student, YES, YES, YES!!  
Take this opportunity and RUN with it.  This is an experience your child will 
be forever grateful to receive from you as a parent. Thank you to The 
Citadel for giving my child the opportunity to grow and prepare for the 
next phase of his life! 


