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The Co-Op I completed the fall 
semester of 2015 was far more than 

your average work experience. From 
the start of the paperwork and visa 

process, all the way to the flight back 

to the United States, I was learning 
new things. The work I did has 

helped me grasp many business and 
life lessons that will last forever. 

 
 I worked for a company called 

Linde Material Handling (LMH). LMH 
is the leading material handling 

company in Europe, Africa, Australia, 
and parts of Asia. LMH specializes in 

a range of forklifts, warehouse 
trucks, and container handling 

vehicles. My position in the company 
was a trainee in the Used Truck and 

Rental department, which is an ever-

growing market for the material-handling world. 
 

 Originally, I had a feeling that my position would only be 
completing the work my superiors did not feel like doing (“the dirty 

work”); however, the work I did and what I learned was geared 
towards growing my mind and preparing me for the international 

business world. 
 

 I worked alongside my superiors to expand the Linde brand 
name and to assist in enlarging the LMH global market. I wrote reports 

and completed company market presentations. I was tasked with 
creating charts to show market trends based on previous sales and 

truck prices. My work included developing strategy reports to better 
improve Linde’s position as a global market leader. I presented a 

competitor analysis presentation for marketing purposes in front of 60-

plus department heads and top management. 
 

 One important note, it became apparent during my work that 
this was an internship in which I had the ability to think and express 

my opinions.  Sometimes, I even got the chance to watch those 
opinions be implemented into the Linde international market. One 

example of this occurred when I was tasked with creating the 
marketing brochure for Used and Rental trucks for the Malaysia region. 
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I spent weeks coming up with different marketing ideas for the 

brochure. After trial and error, I was able to finally complete a 
brochure that was entirely my work, and Malaysia fell in love with it. 

The brochure is now being used as the primary marketing brochure for 
Linde’s Used and Rental department throughout Malaysia and 

surrounding areas.  At the end of the internship, I came to the 
conclusion that if I am asked to do something and do not know how, I 

can always figure out a way to get it done quickly and effectively. It is 
simply a matter of being open to instruction. 

 
 Now, I must say the work was not the highlight of my trip to 

Europe. I think anyone can agree that, with all the attractions Europe 
has to offer, nobody wants to be in the office the entire time.  I spent 

many days exploring old German cities and experiencing a culture 
vastly different than that of my hometown of Charleston, SC.  I 

enjoyed the large Oktoberfest events which included the traditional 

clothing and dances; and, was even lucky enough to experience the 
first snowfall of the German Christmas season (a cool thing for a 

Charlestonian).  My travels took me to Munich and to London, both 
amazing cities. 

 
 At the end of my time abroad, I was lucky to have my parents 

join me.  Together we traveled to Vienna, Austria. There, we 
experienced the famous music halls, concerts, architecture, and the 

amazing attractions Vienna had to offer.  
 

 My time in Germany, not as a tourist but being fully integrated 
into the country’s way of life, gave me the amazing ability to see the 

culture from a different perspective than one might see as a tourist.  
My goal in life is to go into international business, working in 

commercial real estate development and brokerage.  This work 

experience gave me the ability to learn certain leadership traits, learn 
about the world of international business, and learn the challenges 

that come with that through international coordination, standards, 
budgets, etc. 

 
 As a result of this internship, the LHM CEO offered me a job 

working with the U.S. team once I graduate.  This shows why one 
should strive for these types of experiences, proving that you can work 

hard, and never stopping till you reach your goal.   
  


