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Topics: 

 What constitutes of conflict of interest in medical research and medical practice?  

 Can physicians break patient confidentiality if the patient’s health status poses a risk to others?  

 Is it ethically wrong to deny quality medical care to people who cannot afford to pay for it, and is the hospital 
emergency department an appropriate “safety net” for the uninsured or disenfranchised?  

 How should physicians strike the proper balance between compassion and objectivity, particularly in end-of-life 
care?  

 How should we strike the right balance between the Healthcare Industry’s desire to improve financial efficiency 
and physician’s desire to provide the best care? 

 Advances in precision medicine depend heavily on research using patient databases that contain personal 
information about millions of patients.  What should be done to protect patients’ privacy while still allowing 
progress to be made?  

Distinguished Panelists: 

1. Dr. James Bearden III is the Vice President of Clinical Research for Spartanburg Regional Healthcare System; 
Managing Physician for the nationally recognized Gibbs Cancer Center; and Director of the Bearden-Josey 
Center for Breast Health. He is also one of the Dual Principle Investigators of the Southeastern Collaboration 
for Oncology Research which constitutes the NCI Community Oncology Research Program (NCORP) that serves 
in SC, NC, VA., Ga. and Tenn.  Bearden has served as a member of the American Society of Clinical Oncology 
Cancer Prevention Committee, as well as a member of the Executive Committees of both the Southwest 
Oncology Group and the Alliance Oncology Group, for which he also serves as Co-Chair of Conflict of Interest. 
Dr. Bearden currently practices in Spartanburg, where he has lived with his family for more than 30 years. 

 

2. Dr. Virgil Alfaro.  A 1984 graduate of The Citadel, Dr Alfaro received his medical degree from Cornell University 
and then he performed a fellowship in retinal diseases at Yale University School of Medicine. He served in the 
USAF medical corps, assigned to the faculty of the Uniformed Services University. He has edited and published 
6 textbooks on retinal and macular surgery, one of them in Spanish. He is the founder of Retina Consultants of 
Charleston, a private practice medical group. He has special expertise in management of eye trauma, AIDS 
related eye disease, age-related macular degeneration and diabetic retinopathy. 
 

 

3. Judy Davis is Executive Vice President and Chief Legal Officer for BlueCross BlueShield of South Carolina (BCBS-
SC) and its Companion companies. Prior to joining BCBSSC in 1995, she practiced law for 11 years with Lincoln 
National Corporation in Fort Wayne, IN where she specialized in mergers and acquisitions. Judy currently serves 
as a board member for SC Governors School of Science and Mathematics Foundation, Engenuity SC, SC Launch, 
United Way of the Midlands, Columbia College and Palmetto Conservation Foundation. She recently received 
the 2012 Nami Award, 2011 Insurance Networking News Award and 2011 Engenuity SC Vision Award. 
 

 
 

4. Dr. Thomas H. Blackwell currently serves as a Professor of Emergency Medicine, Director of the EMT Training 
Program, and Assistant Dean at the USC School of Medicine Greenville. Prior to this appointment, he served as 
a Professor in the Department of Emergency Medicine at Carolinas Medical Center in Charlotte where he 
created one of the largest post-graduate EMS Fellowship programs in the United States.   Dr. Blackwell was 
instrumental in creating Charlotte’s Advanced Local Emergency Response Team (ALERT) in 1998;  this team has 
served as a model for the U.S. government for local counterterrorism response resources and partnerships.  
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