
large to comprehend, therefore it must be exaggerated. After
two hours listening to Mr. Kolender and Mr. Engel, there are
only believers. The power of their testimony, their personal
witness, cannot be overestimated.  

In the course of the conversation on the steps of the syna-
gogue, the same lady recalled that I had attended a ceremo-
ny honoring Mr. Kolender and Mr. Engel at the Jewish
Community Center a few years ago.  

“You had a cadet with you who also addressed the audi-
ence,” she said.  “As long as I live,” she said, “I’ll never for-
get what your cadet said.  It was terribly moving.” She
turned to Cadets Pressgrove and Holycross and said, “That
cadet said he had wondered about the Holocaust—if it really
occurred as described as well as its scope—until he heard
Kolender and Engel talk to his class at The Citadel one
night, and he could not get it out of his head since then.
He claimed it was the most eye-opening experience of his
education. Their quiet but powerful testimony had electri-
fied him.” 

Suddenly turning to me, she asked “What became of
that cadet?  Everyone afterwards commented on his elo-
quence and that what he said proved just how important
it is for Kolender and Engel to give testimony to some-
thing so awful that one’s first reaction is to refuse to
believe it. Do you know what became of him?” 

I did. That cadet, Mason Harlow, class of 1999, is an
officer in the U.S. Marine Corps.  Assigned to the 1st
Marine Division at Camp Lejeune, N.C., he led a reconnais-
sance platoon in the liberation of Iraq from the tyranny and
genocide of Saddam Hussein in March 2003. He is doing his
part to ensure that there are no Holocausts in the 21st cen-
tury—as Mr. Kolender and Mr. Engel do in their testimony—
just as countless Citadel gradu-
ates have before him and just as
Cadets Pressgrove and
Holycross and others will in their
own way through whatever
avenues they choose to pursue
after graduation.  

*A reference to Hitler.  Führer is the German word for leader.
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well; we have gone over them in class.  As one
would expect, the Auschwitz survivors have pro-
nounced views, thus lively discussions result.
Regardless whether one believes that taking some
action or speaking out could have halted or
thwarted Hitler and the Holocaust, it becomes
pretty clear that silence and inaction proved
calamitous.  The ultimate irony in this respect
came to light only after Germany’s defeat:  we
know now that in 1938, as the crisis over the
Sudetenland peaked, Hitler’s own generals clan-
destinely contacted the English government and
offered to depose Hitler if the Allies would stand
up to him.  Fearful of war, England and France
instead caved in to the Führer,* ending any
chance of thwarting Hitler’s ambitions except by
war.  Events in Bosnia and Rwanda have recently
reaffirmed that inaction simply emboldens the
perpetrators of genocide.   

Besides chronicling their experiences, the
appearance of Mr. Kolendar and Mr. Engel serves
an additional purpose—to provide palpable refuta-
tion to the lie emanating in some circles that the

Holocaust never occurred.  Yes, there are many
who assert the Holocaust never happened.  Such
assertions range from a crude anti-Semitism that
claims the Jews invented the Holocaust to gain
sympathy to a slightly more sophisticated argu-
ment that insists that while large numbers of Jews
and others perished, it was not a matter of policy.
Instead, a decline in the admittedly miserable con-
ditions of the concentration camps where the
Nazis used enslaved labor culminated in the unin-
tended deaths of millions. Additionally, some even
pass the blame from Hitler to one or more of his
henchmen: Himmler, Goebbels, Goering, etc.
Finally, the immensity of the Holocaust is such
that many question its scope.  It is too awful, too
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