Facts behind
the flags

By Scolt ], Dinkins
News Editar

In the wake of the approval of “Big Rad”
byThe Presidential Advisory committes, The
Touchdown Cannon Crew will not be the
only arganization flying the flag as of 4
Movember, The committes, decided to give
The Corps of Cadets a stamp of approval for
an alternative flag for those who do nat wish
to fly the “rebel” flag.

Formany years The Citadeland its “rebel”
flag waving tradition at football games have
beenthe target of much eriticism and contro-
versy from many individuals and organiza-
tions whosaytheyareoffended by the “rebel”
flag. Cadet Sanford A. Key, wha proposed
the idca, and the committee hope this alter-
native will be gladly accepted by alumni,
fans and the corps and be viewod as a return
to “Citadel Heritage” as opposed to being a
part of Confiderate history.

There are many myths, legends and sta-
ries concerning “Big Red” and the “rebel”
flag. The anly history of “Big Red” correctly
known is associeted with The Citadel Many
puaple believe that the flag was used by the
state s its battle flay, original state flag orby
the various regiments of South Carolina that
fought the Civil War.  Howoever, the Fort
Jackson Museum, Charleston Museurm, Con-
federate Relic Ruom in Columbia, Patriot=
[Point Museurn, or Colorel Flugh Melaurin
S.CN.G.,adescendant ()fCad‘zr('npmin[. M.
Whildur, Co.A, who gave the order to fircon
The Star of The West frem Morris [sland
could notconfirm any efficial use by the stage
of South Caroling in The Civil War, One the

Numbhaey ana
other hand, Mrs, Wilma Wates of the South
Carolina State Archives in Columbia and a
South Carclina Histerian of Flags pointed
out that Lt. Charles R, Woods, a Union sol-

PAC approves new flag

By Scott |. Dinkins
News Editor

On September 18 the Prosidential Adwvi-
sory committee adopted a proposal by Cadet
Sanford A. Key, Regimental Religious Offi-
cer, to purchase cighty "Bug Red™ flags to be
flown by the Corps ol Cadets on Parents” Day

at the football game against Samford. Cadet
Key, a history major, saysthat he got the idea
from doing rescarch on Confoederate Flags.
He noted that “Big Red”, an exact replica of
the South Carolina state flag only with a read
background, was used as The Citadel's battle
flag during the Civil War.

The Flags an: currently being manufac-

turiad by American Flagpoles and Flags and
are priced at $18.00 cach which malkes the
tnal cost of the cighty flags total 514000,
The money for the flags will come from a
fund that each battalion receives from a por-
centage of the profics from the Coke ma-
chines. The money meveivid is left to the
discretion of the Corps. The water fountains
placed in each battalion were funded by this
money two years ago.

Cadet Key stated that the company had to
get legal verification to make the flag since it
50 closely represents the flag of South Care-
lina.

Cadet Key said he proposed his idea ina
pre-Presidential Advisery Committee mout-
ingta Clay Ludlum, regimental com mander,
then to Colonel Rebert H. Burton, ., USA,
Ret., Vice President for Administration. Final
approval was given by 12, General Claudiua
E. Watts, 11, president of The Citadel,

Finally, Cadet Key stated that he hopes to
have each company march into the stadium
carrying a flag and that many cadets will
purchase the lags from the gift shop prior to
the game for 510 each. Key also says that he
has talked ta many alumni and they appoar
lobe very suppartiveof the idea. Hesaysthat
“the Corps of Cadets battle flag’s purpose is
not o replace the fiying of the Confederate
Naval Jack ur the Amwerican Flag but to ufier
antteralternative and to re-establish pattol
our heritage asa Corpe in The Chvil War.”

dierincharge of a detachment on The Star of
Thu West, reported seving a “red flag” flying
above the group of soldiers (Citadel cadets)
whu later attacked them on the morning of 9
January 1341,

Anothor refurenceto “Big Red'is found in
Qliver ] Bond’s Story of The Citatel. Calonal
Bend found reference to another “red flag”ic
the journal of Captain MeGowan, Com-
mander of The Star of The West. Like Lt

Mumber twa
Woods, Captain McGowan repotted seving a
red palmetto flag fiying above Morris 1sland
and the soldiers who fired on them.
The “Big Red” is pictured on the mural in
Daniel Library showing the cadets fireon the

Union vessel ard on the cover of the pam-
phlet “The Bays Behind the Cun” which
details The Citadel's historyinthe Civil War

Another interesting fact is that © Big Bod”
was dosigned and flying a month before the
current South Careling state flug. The attack
on The Star of the West, Jaruary 9, 181,
where “Big Red” flew wasonementh privrto
the adoption of the blue statwe flag which
camain Februtary 12681,
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Numbet three

Another misundersta nding that many
peoph: have tuncerns what s commoniy
referred toas the Confiderate Bartle Flag or
“retwl flag” The tlag that cadets, alumini and
fans fiv as the "Confoderate Flag” wasrever,
and, iz not The Contederate Flag. Actually,
Thewonfederscy had the efficial flags adapted
duricyg the years 1861-65. The first Nag,
adured on March 4. 1%, wasknownas “the
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adopted on March 4, 1861, was known as
“the stars and bars'(#1) and was first raised
over the state capitol of Montgomery, Ala-
bama, mecting place of the Provisional Con-
federate Congress, The seven stars in the
unionat theupper left cornerrepresented the
states currently in The Confederacy. How-
ever, The Confederate National Flag at dis-
tance could not be distinguished from the
northern flag. This led to a demand for a
battle flag that could not be mistaken. Gen-

eral Beauregard submitted the winning de-
sign (#2), The Thirteen stars represented the
Statesclaimed by The Confederacy. This flag
was sometimes called “The Southern Cross”
and was neverofficially adopted by The Con-
federate Congress despite its popularity
among southerners. The Secretary of The
Confederate Navy unofficially declared it
the “navaljack” and it flew onall confederate
vessels.

The Second Confederate National Flag
(#3) was adopted May 1, 1863 and replaced

- the first because of criticism that the latter re-

~
scmbled the Union flag.. This new flag had
the disadvantage that it could be mistaken
for a flag of truce or surrender because of its
big white background. Asa result, yot an-
other flag was adopted on March 4, 1865,
exactly four years after the first flag was
adopted. This was the last Confederate flag
{#4) and was the one surrendered at The Old
Citadel at Marion Square and Appomattox
Courthouse in April, 1865. This flag had a
large area of red added to it and was seen by
only a handful of people since its life-span
was only a month long.



