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Prof. Kurt M. Boughan  

Capers 432A * 843.953.5053 
Hours: MW 11-12, M 1:30-4:30 

 
 HIST 339-01 

Fall 2009 

 
 

Course Syllabus 
Spain 1100-1700 

 
 

Objective. To survey the major political, social, economic, religious, and intellectual 
developments on the Iberian peninsula from the twelfth century through the seventeenth, with 
primary attention to Christian polities and their interactions with the rest of western Europe.  
 
Classwork. This course is lecture-based, with some class discussion of assigned readings.  
 
Written Work. The major written work for the course will be a mid-term examination, a short 
paper (5-7 pp.), a long paper (9-11 pp.), and a final examination. The papers will be analyses of 
primary source readings. There will also be a scheduled quiz on Iberian geography.  
 
Grading. All written assignments will be graded on a conventional one-hundred-point scale. The 
two examinations and the short paper each count for 20% of your final course grade. The logn 
paper counts for 25%; the geography quiz, 5%; class participation, 10%. All four major written 
assignments must be submitted to pass the course. If you miss an exam or fail to submit the 
paper, you will receive an “F’ for the course. Your professor will accept no written work after the 
date of the final examination. He will make no exceptions to these rules. The final grade for the 
course, once reported to the registrar, is fixed, absolutely non-negotiable, and will only be 
changed in case of clerical or mathematical error. A grade of “I” (incomplete) will be given only in 
case of very extreme and unavoidable emergency, such as military deployment, death of a parent 
or sibling, major and highly debilitating illness or injury. 
 
Required Reading. The books listed below contain the required reading for the course. Reading 
assignments and their due dates are listed on the Course Schedule that accompanies this 
syllabus. 
 

Monographs 
 

Kamen, Henry. Spain, 1469-1714: A Society of Conflict. Third edition. Longman, 
2005.  

 

Reilly, Bernard F. The Medieval Spains. Cambridge U.P., 1993.  
 

Ruiz, Teofilo. Spanish Society, 1400-1600. Longman, 2001.  
 

Primary Source Readers 
 

Constable, Olivia R. Medieval Iberia: Readings from Christian, Muslim, and 
Jewish Sources. U. Penn., 1997.  

 

Cowans, Jon, ed. Early Modern Spain: A Documentary History. U. Penn., 2003.  
 

Primary Sources 
 

Cervantes, Miguel. Exemplary Stories. Trans. L. Lipson. Oxford (Ox. Classics), 
1998.  

 

Lazarillo de Tormes and The Swindler: Two Picaresque Novels. Revised edition. 
Penguin, 2003.  

. 
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Responsibilities. In this course, you are assumed to be an 
adult. As an adult, you are responsible for your education. Your 
professor’s job is to coach you through the material -- to guide 
you through the mental exercises that you must do yourself if 
you wish to learn. It is your responsibility alone to attend class, 
prepare for class, take notes on all lectures, submit all written 
work on time, and strive to understand the course material as 
best you can. Grades will be based on performance, not effort. 
There is no credit simply for trying, and there is no “extra credit.” 
 
Academic Dishonesty. Your professor will tolerate no form of 
academic dishonesty, i.e., cheating, plagiarism, and the like. 
You are assumed to know the Citadel’s definitions of cheating 
and plagiarism. Your professor will report and prosecute honor 
violations. He reserves the right to fail you automatically for the 
course if he discovers you to have cheated or plagiarized.  

 
Deadlines and Examination Dates. Deadlines for written assignments are firm and non-
negotiable. Extensions will not be granted except in cases of extreme and unavoidable 
emergency. You may submit the paper up to five days (including weekend days) after its due 
date, but your earned grade on it will be reduced by one full letter. You must take each 
examination at its scheduled time, unless one of two things prevent this: 1) extreme and 
unavoidable emergency; 2) conflict with an pre-arranged event in which you represent the Citadel 
in some official manner (in an intercollegiate athletic competition, for instance). In the latter case, 
you must inform your professor of your schedule conflict no less than two weeks in advance. 
 
Communication. Your professor prefers face-to-face communication over all other forms. All 
grave concerns with the course or its content should be addressed in person during his office 
hours. Email and telephone contact should be used for less serious questions and concerns. 
Email should be business-like and avoid casual language. Since your professor is a busy 
professional with commitments that go well beyond teaching this course, do not expect an 
immediate response to an email or telephone message.  
 
Electronic Distribution of Course Materials. Your professor will distribute all essential written 
course materials – e.g., syllabi, paper assignments, study guides, and the like – via the Internet. 
Instructions for accessing this material will be given in class.  
 
Attendance, Tardiness, Inattention, Sleeping. Your professor is obligated to use the Citadel’s 
computerized Class Absence System. You are assumed to know and understand the policies of 
the college regarding class absence and 
tardiness. Your professor will keep his own 
attendance records and use them at his 
discretion to determine your course grade for 
class participation. You are responsible for 
remaining awake and attentive in class. Your 
professor may penalize chronic sleepiness, 
inattention, or tardiness with removal from 
class or similar disciplinary action at his 
discretion. Inattention includes coming to 
class without the necessary materials or 
equipment for learning.  
   
Digital Devices. All digital devices – such as 
laptop computers, portable music and gaming 
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platforms, calculators, and 
cellular phones – must be 
shut off and stored out of 
sight during class time. Take 
notes the old-fashioned way, 
with pen and notebook. 
Failure to shut off and stow 
may result in removal from 
class or other disciplinary 
action at your professor’s 
discretion.  
 
Special Accommodation. If 
campus disability services 
have determined that you 
qualify for special 
accommodation for 

examinations, and you wish to have these special accommodations, let your professor know by 
the second week of class. If you provide the necessary documentation, your professor will make 
every reasonable effort to meet your needs. 
 
Spirit of the Course. Real history is about real life – and “real life” includes what is controversial, 
unhappy, or uncomfortable in human experience. This course will shy away from no part of what 
it is to be human. That includes such touchy areas as religion, sexuality, and political ideology. 
You should be prepared to confront, to comprehend, and to discuss ideas and values that are 
quite foreign to your own. You will be expected to do this in a mature and respectful fashion. Your 
professor does not require you to believe or embrace any of the religious teachings, philosophical 
concepts, or cultural practices presented in this course. But he does expect you to understand 
and to explain such things as best you can. Learning how to do this is fundamental to an 
education in the liberal arts – and key to gaining intellectual and moral maturity. It is essential to 
any honest, meaningful notion of the “whole person” and “principled leadership.”  
 

-- K. M. Boughan, August 24, 2009 
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K. M. Boughan * HIST 339: Spain, 1100-1700 * Fall 2009 * The Citadel 
 

Course Schedule 
 

 All reading for the week is to be completed by the first class meeting of the week unless 
otherwise noted. Reading due dates are marked in blue. The dates of examinations are marked 
in red. Paper due dates are marked in green. This schedule is subject to minor modification as 
your professor sees fit.  
 

Key:  
BR = Bernard F. Reilly, The Medieval Spains (textbook).  
OC = Olivia R. Constable, ed., Medieval Iberia (documents).  
HK = Henry Kamen, Spain 1469-1714 (textbook). 
JC = Jon Cowans, ed., Early Modern Spain (documents). 
TR = Teofilo Ruiz, Spanish Society 1400-1600.  
Anon. = Anonymous, Lazarillo de Tormes (1554). 
Cerv. = Miguel de Cervantes, Exemplary Stories (1613).  

 

Week I (8/26, 8/28) No reading.   

Week II (8/31, 9/2, 9/4) BR ch. 4; OC docs. 20-27 (pp. 111-151). Geography Quiz, 
9/4 

Week III (9/7, 9/9, 9/11) BR ch. 5; OC docs. 38-44 (pp. 209-254).   

Week IV (9/14, 9/16, 9/18) BR ch. 6; OC docs. 45-51 (pp. 255-291).   

Week V (9/21, 9/23, 9/25) BR ch. 7; OC docs. 59-60 (pp. 330-342).   

Week VI (9/28, 9/30, 10/2) HK ch. 1; OC docs. 60-61 (pp. 341-363). Mid-term Exam, 
9/28. 

Week VII (10/5, 10/7, 10/9) HK ch. 2;                                                         
JC docs. 9-12, 17 (pp. 37-57, 79-82)   

Week VIII (10/12, 10/14) No reading.  
1st Primary Source 
Analysis Paper 
due, 10/14. 

Week IX (10/19, 10/21, 10/23) HK ch. 3; TR chaps. 2-3.   

Week X (10/26, 10/28) TR ch. 4;                                                
Anon., Lazarillo de Tormes (pp. 3-60).   

Week XI (11/2, 11/4, 11/6) TR chaps. 7-8; Cerv., Rincanete and 
Cortadillo (pp. 71-105).   

Week XII (11/9, 11/11, 11/13) TR ch. 10;                                               
Cerv., The Power of Blood (pp. 131-149).   

Week XIII (11/16, 11/18, 11/20) Cerv., The Deceitful Marriage / Dialogue 
of the Dogs (pp. 237-305).   

Week XIV (11/30, 12/2, 12/4) HK, ch. 4. 
2nd Primary 
Source Analysis 
Paper due, 12/4. 

Week XV (12/7) No reading.   

Final Exam (12/10)   Final Exam begins 
at 8am. 

 


