
 

 

 

 

 

The  hosts college student delegates 

from regional institutions of higher learning, senior military colleges, and the federal service academies.  Participants are 

exposed to “The Citadel Experience” while interacting with many top cadets on campus.  The goal of the symposium is to 

explore principled leadership across a range of vocations and professional organizations.  Participants hear world-class 

speakers, engage in focused roundtable sessions, and attend diverse forums where prominent leaders from military, sports, 

academic, political, corporate, and other arenas share their experiences. 
 

The 2018 School of Science and Mathematics Distinguished Leader Panel: 
  

Dr. Dena P. Garner 

 Dr. Garner is a professor in the Department of Health, Exercise and Sport Science as well 

as the Director of Research and Grants and Director of Undergraduate Research at The 

Citadel. Dr. Garner has been working in the area of mouthpiece use and its effects on 

human performance since 2005 with studies that have focused on reaction time, lactate, 

and cortisol production. Recently she has compared current mouthpiece designs that of 

new designs.  In addition to her research in the area of mouthpiece use and effect on 

human performance, Dr. Garner is involved in a research study which encompasses 

testing and evaluating physiologic neuro-assessment devices in healthy versus traumatic 

brain injury populations. Related to this research she was awarded a multi-year grant from 

the Henry Jackson Foundation to assess neurologic assessment devices in healthy 

populations.  In her roles as Director of Research and Grants and Director of 

Undergraduate Research, she works to promote research and scholarly activity in all 

departments and faculty/student mentoring.   
  

Mr. Luther “Luke” C. Kissam, IV ‘86, English 
Mr. Kissam IV ‘86, English is Chairman, President & Chief Executive Officer of Albemarle Corporation (NYSE: ALB, a global specialty 

chemicals company with leading positions in lithium, bromine and refining catalysts). 

Albemarle Corporation, headquartered in Charlotte, NC, employs approximately 4,100 

people and serves customers in approximately 100 countries.   Mr. Kissam graduated 

summa cum laude with a Bachelor's degree in English from The Citadel in 1986 and 

graduated magna cum laude from the University of South Carolina School of Law in 1989. 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Innovation at the Intersection 

of Science and Technology” 



Dr. D. Michael Johns ‘72, Biology 

Dr. Johns obtained a M.S. in Zoology and PhD in Oceanography from the University of South 

Carolina in 1972 and 1980 and is a toxicologist, environmentalist, risk assessor, and 

entrepreneur.  He also received an MBA from the University of Rhode Island.  Dr. Johns developed 

national guidance for remediation of chemically contaminated environments for the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency and is nationally and internationally recognized for his program 

management and leadership skills in resolving complex multidisciplinary chemical pollution 

problems.  Dr. Johns, and several partners, created Windward Environmental LLC, a small business 

specializing in identifying scientifically sound, environmentally sustainable remediation solutions. 

Today, Windward has two offices (Seattle, WA and Syracuse, NY), about 40 employees, and 

revenues of about $8 million. Dr. John’s scientific accomplishments include over 35 peer-reviewed 

publications, several ASTM methods, national guidance documents, and hundreds of technical 

reports.   

  

Dr. Willie E. May 

Dr. May is the former Director and Under Secretary of the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST). Prior to that 

assignment, he was NIST’s Associate Director for Laboratory Programs, where he was 

responsible for oversight and direction of NIST's seven laboratory programs and served 

as the principal deputy to the NIST Director.  As NIST Director, Dr. May provided high-

level oversight and direction for NIST. The agency promotes U.S. innovation and 

industrial competitiveness by advancing measurement science, standards, and 

technology. Dr. May led NIST's research and measurement service programs in 

chemistry-related areas for more than 20 years. Prior to that, his personal research 

activities were focused in the areas of trace organic analytical chemistry and physico-

chemical properties of organic compounds, where his work was described in more than 

85 archival publications.  He has several leadership responsibilities in addition to those 

at NIST. He is Vice President of the 18-person International Committee on Weights and 

Measures (CIPM); President of the CIPM's Consultative Committee on Metrology in 

Chemistry and Biology; and an Executive Board Member for the Joint Committee on 

Traceability in Laboratory Medicine (JCTLM). He also serves on the External Advisory Boards for the UK's National Physical 

Laboratory (NPL) and Japan's National Institute of Advanced Industrial Science and Technology (NAIST). 

  

  

Mr. Brian Roach 

Brian Roach leads SAP’s Regulated Industries practice in the United States for SAP 

North America, which encompasses federal, state, and local government, as well 

as the higher education, aerospace and defense, healthcare, and utilities 

industries. He is responsible for leading the strategy, business operations, 

revenue performance, customer relationships, and overall customer satisfaction 

throughout the United States.  

  

 


