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from the citadel president
by Lt. Gen. John W. Rosa, USAF, Ret., ’73
President

There is much to celebrate as the 2016-2017 
academic year progresses. A record number 
of 819 freshmen matriculated on 13 August 

under the care of the most professional cadre I have 
seen in my time here. We continue to maximize the 
Corps of Cadets with young men and women who 
want to be challenged academically in a disciplined 
military environment. The Class of 2020 came from 
36 states and seven coun-
tries and is our most diverse 
class on record, which is 
particularly fitting as this 
school year marks the 50th 
Anniversary of African-
American cadets and the 
20th Anniversary of women 
in the Corps.

 For the sixth year in a 
row, The Citadel has been 
named the #1 Public Col-
lege in the South by U.S. 
News & World Report. 
We were also pleased to 
be named #1 Best Value 
in the South and #1 Best 
Public College for Veterans 
in the South. The School 
of Engineering moved up 
from 22 to 13 in the nation 
and also launched three 
new master degrees in civil, 
electrical and mechanical 
engineering this fall. This 
recognition is based on peer 
institution assessment, retention and graduation 
rates, student-to-faculty ratio, student selectivity, as 
well as faculty resources and alumni giving.

Additionally, we were named one of five finalists 
out of more than 650 institutions on the President’s 
Honor Roll for Community Service. That recognition 
is due in large part to our ever-expanding Leadership 
Day, which is held annually in October. This year 
more than 1,200 freshmen and sophomores spread 
across the Lowcountry to lead by serving—reading in 
elementary schools, cleaning up parks, preparing and 

delivering meals to those in 
need which included a mobile 
food pantry that served veter-
ans. While juniors attended an 
all-day ethics seminar, seniors 
spent the day learning from 
leaders in 20 businesses across the Charleston area.

We launched the new Swain Department of Nurs-
ing program and the initial rollout of the program 
will introduce the area’s first evening Bachelor of 

Science Nursing program 
in January. In the second 
phase, which will begin in 
the fall of 2017, we will un-
veil a full, four-year Bach-
elor of Science in Nursing 
program for the Corps of 
Cadets. We were pleased 
to receive letters of support 
from the U.S. Army, the U.S. 
Air Force Department and 
Naval Health Clinic at Joint 
Base Charleston, East Coo-
per Medical Center, and 
Roper St. Francis Health-
care, among others, who 
cited the growing demand 
for more nurses in the mili-
tary and in our region.

Also coming in 2017 
is the groundbreaking for 
Bastin Hall, the new home 
for the School of Business 
Administration. The new 
Capers Hall is still expect-
ed to break ground in the 

spring of 2018. This will be an exciting time at The 
Citadel as we celebrate our 175th Anniversary dur-
ing the 2017-2018 academic year and wrap up the 
six-year $175 million capital campaign.

As Donna and I travel the country to meet with 
alumni and friends of the college, we are apprecia-
tive of your enthusiastic support. We could not have 
the quality programs and resources without your 
generosity. Thank you for continuing to be a part 
of our beloved alma mater. We hope you will plan a 
campus visit soon.
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