
Welcome back to the Parents of the Upperclass Cadets!  The campus has come alive with the 

arrival and training of 737 Freshmen cadets.  I watched them take the oath last night and they 

looked pretty sharp at this point in their training – goes to the professionalism of this year’s 

cadre. 

I wanted to drop a quick line to share a few thoughts and suggestions before your cadet heads 

back for the academic school year. 

First, we have had a good summer of construction on campus with the following two projects 

being the most visible on campus.   

1. Bastin Hall, which will be the future home of the Baker Business School, is by far the largest 

(and for those on campus this summer, the loudest!).  You can click here to see what the 

building will look like.  

2. Down on the waterfront the work on the new Swain Boating Center facility is starting to pick 

up.  Click here to learn more about the Center and what it will look like when complete. 

Second, and the main reason I am writing, is to make sure you and your cadet know exactly 

where they stand academically.  I have always believed that you (to include the younger classes) 

should aim to be academically classified as a 1A (first semester senior) when your cadet begins 

their fourth year.  If they achieve that goal, then they should be on track for graduation.  1A at 

the beginning of their fourth year is also important because they need to be a 1A (90 credit 

hours), have a 2.0 GPA and pass the physical fitness tests (PFT) to participate in all of the ring 

ceremonies at Parents’ Weekend.   For Senior Parents especially, before your cadet returns, make 

sure you and your cadet agree on they stand academically and the importance of passing the 

PFT.  No one wants any surprises.  You can also find the requirements for the ring and 

graduation in the College’s Catalogue 

Third, we have taken steps to make this Sunday’s return better than last year.  Specifically, we  

 Matriculated 100 less freshmen last week. 

 Increased the number of students studying abroad, offering 50% tuition discount at some 

locations. 

 Continued the room deposit fee – keep in mind, we will ask for the deposit again in the 

spring semester. 

 Additionally, should the steps taken above not fully house everyone in the barracks, we 

have identified other housing options on campus to make sure no cadets will have to 

commute from home this year.       

Fourth, Parents’ Weekend is October 4-6 this year.  We will publish the webpage for Parents as 

soon as the final schedule is approved.  I have not heard of any big changes so last year’s page 

should be good enough to make your plans.  

 

Hope you have a Great Year! 

 

Taylor Skardon 

Captain USN (ret) 

parents@citadel.edu  

http://www.citadel.edu/root/bastin-hall-update
http://www.citadel.edu/root/ofe-boating-center
http://www.citadel.edu/root/images/academic_affairs/2019-2020_sccc_citadel_catalog.pdf
http://www.citadel.edu/root/parents-archives/parents-day-weekend
mailto:parents@citadel.edu

