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Developing Principled Leaders for 

Tomorrow’s Classrooms 

Summer is definitely on its way!  As we get ready for fun in the sun, we are 

thankful for another successful year with The Citadel School of Education 

Mentor Program.  In this edition of the newsletter, we hope you will enjoy 

reading about our recent events, including the 2nd annual mentor program 

dinner.  Additionally, we hope that you will find our summer suggestions 

helpful.  As always, if you know of accomplished educators who are inter-

ested in participating in the mentor program, please direct inquiries to Dr. 

Tammy Graham at tammy.graham@citadel.edu.  Have a wonderful sum-

mer, and thank you for your support as we develop principled leaders for to-

morrow’s classroom.   
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Summer Suggestions 

We realize that everyone has some type of summer plans, but if you have 

the opportunity to keep in touch with your mentor or mentee over the sum-

mer, the following suggestions may be helpful: 

Choose a regular time and day, such as 5:00 p.m. on the second Monday 

of each month, to contact your mentor or mentee.    

Keep the conversation relaxed by discussing vacation activities, jobs, 

and/or classes in which the mentor or mentee have been involved.   

Begin developing a plan for meeting with your mentor or mentee during 

the fall semester and consider discussion points for the meetings, i.e., 

classroom management strategies, etc.  

Consider networking and sharing ideas with other mentors and mentees. 

In this issue: 

Recent Graduates 

Several of our undergraduate mentees recently graduated, and while we 

hate to see them leave, we wish them the very best in their new adventures. 

We trust they will keep in touch with us in The Citadel School of Educa-

tion, and we hope the positive friendships made while participating in the 

mentor program will continue for many years.   Congratulations Deb, Jesse, 

Julie, Justin, Nick, and Sharnay! 

mailto:tammy.graham@citadel.edu


Mentor Program Dinner 

“When a young 

person, even a 

gifted one, grows up 

without proximate 

living examples of 

what she may 

aspire to become--

whether lawyer, 

scientist, artist, or 

leader in any realm-

-her goal remains 

abstract. Such 

models as appear in 

books or on the 

news, however 

inspiring or revered, 

are ultimately too 

remote to be real, let 

alone influential. 

But a role model in 

the flesh provides 

more than 

inspiration; his or 

her very existence is 

confirmation of 

possibilities one 

may have every 

reason to doubt, 

saying, 'Yes, 

someone like me 

can do this.”  

― Sonia Sotomayor  
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On April 22, 2013, the 2nd Annual Citadel School of Education Mentor 

Program Dinner was held in  The Citadel Regimental Riverview Room.  Over 

30 guests dined on Italian cuisine as they networked with teachers; 

counselors; students, faculty, and staff from The Citadel; and members of the 

School of Education development/advisory board.  Since several mentors 

have mentioned that their mentees are “like family,” ten dinner guests had 

the opportunity to participate in a “Family Feud” activity.  Much laughter 

was shared as the contestants answered questions related to classroom 

management and teaching techniques.  The evening was a fun and relaxing 

way to honor and thank the professional educators who serve as mentors in 

The Citadel School of Education Mentor Program.   

Congratulations to mentee Jesse Presson who recently won the 

prestigious Hirshey Award, recognizing him as the outstanding graduate 

in The Citadel’s undergraduate teacher education program.  

Many thanks to Ms. Julie Bender, Ms. Yasemin Tokmakci, Dr. Tony 

Johnson and dinner guests for helping make the mentor program dinner a 

great success. 

Thank you to Dr. Kathryn Richardson Jones for graciously taking 

pictures at the mentor program dinner. 

Kudos 

Did You Know? 

The partnership between the mentor program, Fort Johnson Middle School, 

and The Citadel African American Society was recently recognized as the 

Best New Collaborative Project in service learning and civic engagement by 

The Krause Center for Leadership and Ethics.   

First Year Advice 

One of the highlights of the recent mentor program dinner was a first year 

advice activity.  The wealth of expertise from various guests was put to good 

use as participants at each table brainstormed answers to questions regarding 

teaching and counseling.  A mentor or mentee from each table reported the 

results to dinner guests.  Specific topics discussed included student 

motivation, classroom management strategies, parental involvement, 

classroom arrangement, student attention, and inclusion strategies.  The 

mentees were actively involved in this learning activity and received 

wonderful advice to help them get started in their new careers.   

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/5832991.Sonia_Sotomayor


Dinner Highlights 
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